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Welcome to the Winter, Christmas & Spring 2017 
supplement to our bumper 84 page day trip 
brochure - the navy blue one with the sticky bun 
on the front. If you are planning group trips for the 
rest of 2016 or for 2017 & 2018 please make sure 
that you have copies of both brochures. You book 
your coach (or come by train) and we do the rest 
to create a great experience for your group.
We are pleased to announce that the minimum 
group size for guided tours is now 30 people.

•	 Founded in 1988 City & Village Tours has 28 years
    of continuous experience working with and 
    looking after group travel organisers
•	 We get the balance for each day just right with 
    a choice of walking content to suit your group
•	 100% Blue Badge Guides - you are guaranteed       
    a top notch Blue Badge Guide every time
•	 Winners of the national award for Best Guided  
    Tours 2016 - that’s ten times in the past 12 years
•	 Twice winners Best Overall Group Supplier
•	 Creative,	original	and	flexible	itineraries	-	always
    genuinely innovative new ideas for your group

Inside you’ll find some new days trip ideas:
 

Limelight! - a Walk in London’s Theatreland 
Enjoy the tour as a stand alone event or pair it 
up with a hotel carvery or a West End Matinee. 
Not everyone in your group has to see the same 
show - you can choose the best available top price 
seats from a wide selection of the best shows.

London Art & Culture - Ideal for the colder months
- a Blue Badge guided gallery tour and a top London. 
exhibition. From the Ancient Egypt of Cleopatra in 
Sunken Cities at the British Museum to Seduction 
& Celebrity at the National Maritime Museum. 
 

Visit Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon or enjoy 
the new wonders of Birmingham	–	the		magnificent	
Staffordshire Hoard, the extraordinary new Library 
and	the	fascinating	and	quirky	Coffin	Works.	

For Christmas visit Downton Abbey Country 
or Morse’s Oxford. In Essex and back by popular 
demand A Mess Hall Merry Christmas now has the 
option of a Santa Fly-In and a present for everyone.

Introducing The SleepOver
“There are so many trips in your brochure that we’d 

love to do but they are too far for us in a day.” 
Groups from Whitstable to Woodbridge and from    
Portsmouth to Peterborough have been coming on 
day trips with us for many years – some since 1988. 

Calls for overnight stays and holidays have been 
growing so we’ve brought in full time hotel and 
theatre experts to add to our day trip expertise 
and we are now delighted to introduce SleepOvers 
- UK short breaks for groups of 25 or more people. 

SleepOvers combine the very best in Blue Badge 
guiding with a selection of hand picked hotels 
to suit all budgets from Super Swish to Saver. 

You book the coach and we do the rest or you 
can ask us to arrange coaching for you.
Our 5-day coastal breaks include coaching.

•	 SleepOvers are as easy to book as day trips
•	 Refundable	deposits	for	the	first	60	days
•	 4-page mini brochures for your members
•	 Up to 10 rooms for singles without supplement
•	 100% clarity in pricing - if it is described in             
     the itinerary it is included in the price shown
•	 You pay the price shown - you won’t ever call us 
     and	find	that	the	price	in	the	brochure	only	applies	
     if you come in February
•	 Always a free place for the organiser including all
    admissions, fares, cruises & additional lunches
•	 Always free driver bed & board & overnight parking
•	 100% Passenger Payment Protection for every 
    penny of your deposits and tour payments
•	 Free Group Organiser Liability Insurance
To enjoy an award winning day out or to stay with us 
for a SleepOver in 2016, 2017 or 2018 call now on: 

0208 692 1133.
Tailor made SleepOvers are also available.
Tell us where you would like to go.



Enjoy a SleepOver short break 
with the City & Village Tours magic: 
creative & original ideas, top notch 
Blue Badge Tour Guides, well run 
and interesting hotels set in great 
locations and our tried and trusted 
efficient	and	friendly	service.

   

                Winner Best Guided Tours
             12 times since 2004 & twice
                                      Best Overall Group Supplier

SleepOver prices are based on a minimum of 
25 group members with one free place for the 
organiser inclusive of all admissions, day trip 

lunches etc plus one free driver bed 
and board with overnight parking. 

And with up to ten rooms for single occupation 
completely free of supplement you won’t end 
up chopping up your free place to offset the 

cost for your single travellers. 
They are already taken care of. 

SleepOver deposits are 100% refundable 
for	the	first	60	days	so	that	you	can	hold	
a reservation safe and secure while you 

drum up support from your members. 
During that 60 days we provide free 4-page 
colour mini-brochures to help you promote 

the trip and sign up your members.

We wanted to be transparent from the 
off so the price you see on the page 
is	the	final	price	you	pay	–	everything	
described is included and where there 

is a guide it is always a top notch
 Blue Badge Guide. 
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HOW TO BOOK Booking a Day Trip Booking a SleepOver
Day One: Call To Make An Initial Reservation
Call us to book your day trip. We will hold the booking 
without	deposit	for	the	first	two	weeks	while	you	book	
a single deck coach with a working microphone and 
P.A. system and a reserved front seat for the tour 
guide. Single deck coaches only please. 
Give the coach operator the tour mileage at the 
bottom of the page for the most competitive quote. 

Day 14: Pay A Refundable Deposit of £25
We will continue to hold your booking safe while you 
canvas support from your group members on receipt 
of a deposit of £25.00. The deposit is fully refundable 
for cancellation right up to 7 days before the trip. 
A longer cancellation period applies to some trips – 
we’ll	make	this	clear	on	your	booking	confirmation.

Between 30 & 7 Days Before Your Day Trip
Your	booking	confirmation	shows	the	date	that	the	
final	balance	is	due.	This	will	be	between	30	and	7	
days before the date of the trip. If you do not pay by 
this time we reserve the right to cancel your outing 
but we’ll always call you to make sure it isn’t an 
oversight. The 40th place on day trips is a free place. 

7 Days before Your Trip
On receipt of the balance of payment we’ll write 
to your coach company with the driver itinerary.  
We’ll send you a copy of this document. This 
includes the guide’s mobile telephone number for 
use on the day of the trip only please. Any queries 
about	your	trip	should	still	be	directed	to	this	office.	

Day Trip Refunds
As long as the number of participants in the tour does 
not fall below the minimum of 30, we will refund the 
individual tour price less any pre-paid admissions for 
which we are unable to obtain a refund. We deduct a 
one off administrative fee of £5.00 per refund whether 
it is for one or more people. 

Please read our terms & conditions on pages 34/35.

Day One: Making The Initial Reservation
You can make an initial reservation with a £100 
deposit per tour which will remain refundable in 
full for 60 days. You book your own coach or ask 
us to give you a quote including coaching. During 
this period we will provide you with 4-page colour 
brochures for your members that describe the trip 
in detail including information about the hotel and 
included day trips with lots of photographs.

Day 60: Payment of Individual Deposits
At the end of the 60 days if you do not wish to 
proceed with the booking your deposit is refunded 
in	full.	At	the	end	of	the	first	60	days	to	go	ahead	with	
the booking we ask for one completed booking form 
and deposits of £50pp for SleepOvers up to £300pp 
in value and £100pp for SleepOvers over £300pp. 
If any individual cancels between now and 60 days 
before the holiday when the balance falls due we 
will refund the deposit less an admin charge of 
£5pp so long as 25 people remain on the booking. 

60 Days Before Departure: Paying the balance
The	final	balance	for	each	participant	is	due	no	later	
than 60 days before the starting date of the tour. 
Late comers are welcome after this time subject 
to availability and receipt of payment in full. 

59-8 Days Before Departure: Cancellations
Some refunds for cancellation within this period may 
be available and are limited to admission fees, boat 
and train fares, theatre tickets and day trip lunches.

Less Than 7 Days Before Departure Date
No refunds are available.

Rooming Lists & Final Names
The	rooming	list	will	be	required	with	final	payment	
but names and tour payments are transferable 
between individuals right up to the date of departure 
subject to an admin fee of £25 per amendment.

If you book a SleepOver less than 60 days before 
the departure date full payment will be required at 
the time of booking. If you book a SleepOver less 
than 120 days before the departure date individual 
deposits will be required at the time of booking.

We know that most of our group organisers are      
not	booking	trips	for	profit	but	as	a	voluntary	
service to their local community. So we’ve 
arranged things to be simple and hassle free. 

Our	flexible	booking	terms	protect	you	against	
losing money paid as deposits and we take into 
account the fact that while we are dealing with
just one person you have a whole group of mixed 
personalities to organise! And for your peace of 
mind when you book a SleepOver with us we 
provide you with free Group Travel Organiser 
Liability Insurance.

Minimum Numbers Day Trips
The day trip minimum is 30 people with the 40th 
place on each tour given as a complimentary 
organiser place. If you fall below 30 people for a 
day trip you can still go ahead with the booking 
if you are prepared to pay for the empty places 
net of admissions, lunches etc. Please call 
for further information regarding your particular tour.

Minimum Numbers Tickets Please 
Tickets Please packages are combinations of visits, 
lunches, cruises etc which do not include a tour guide 
e.g. theatre matinee and hotel carvery. Minimum 
numbers vary according to the particular package 
and are generally lower than guided tours.
Minimum Numbers SleepOvers
The minimum number for SleepOvers is 25 people 
and this always includes 2 free places, one for the 
group organiser including all admissions, boat and 
train fares, day trip lunches and tours etc and one 
for your coach driver including bed and board and 
overnight parking. In some circumstances you can 
proceed with as few as 20 people if you are prepared 
to pay an additional fee and/or forgo one free place.

The Walking Content of Your Tour
All day trips are rated on a 1-6 scale where each unit 
represents 400 metres (440 yards) - once around 
an Olympic running track. For SleepOvers we will 
arrange the tour to suit your members.



100% Passenger Payment Protection
City & Village Tours is a company trading since 1988. We are committed 
to	customer	satisfaction	and	consumer	financial	protection.	At	no	extra	
cost to you and in accordance with The Package Travel, Package Tours 
Regulations 1992 all passengers booking holidays with City & Village Tours 
are fully insured for the initial deposits and subsequently the balance of 
monies	detailed	in	your	booking	confirmation.	The	policy	also	includes	
repatriation if required arising from the cancellation or curtailment of your 
travel arrangements due to the insolvency of City & Village Tours Limited.

This insurance has been arranged by Towergate Chapman Stevens 
through HCCI International Insurance Company PLC.

Free Group Travel Organiser 
Liability Insurance for SleepOvers

For your peace of mind free Group Travel Organiser 
Liability Insurance for up to £5 million is included when 
you book a SleepOver package with City & Village Tours.

This insurance has been arranged by Towergate Chapman Stevens 
through ETI International Travel Protection.



The British Museum

Sunken Cities:
Egypt’s Lost Worlds

The BP exhibition Treat yourselves to a Sunday night SleepOver 
at a 3*, 4* or 5* London hotel or a day out in 
the company of a top notch Blue Badge Guide 
visiting a blockbuster exhibition at one of the 
capital’s museums and art galleries.

SleepOver: Arrive Sunday at a time to suit you. 
Do your own thing today - enjoy the London 
attractions from the museums and galleries to 
the street markets and shopping hot spots. 
Take in Choral Evensong at Westminster Abbey 
or Southwark Cathedral at 3.00pm and enjoy the 
Borough Farmers Market. Check in times are 
given in the hotel descriptions. If you are staying 
at the Strand Palace a 3-course carvery lunch or 
evening meal is included.  At the 5* Hyatt Andaz 
complimentary wine and canapés are served 
in the evening.

After breakfast and check out on Monday morning 
the Blue Badge Guide arrives for the start of an 
erudite and entertaining day out. The tour starts 
from	your	hotel	at	10.00am	and	finishes	by	4.00pm	
to enable you to start the journey home ahead of 
the rush hour.  All entrances are included. 

The British Museum
Sunken Cities: Egypt’s Lost Worlds
Until 27 November 2016
The wealth and importance of the lost cities of 
Canopus and Thonis-Heracleion that sank beneath 
the Mediterranean 1000 years ago were known 
only from ancient texts and legends until they were 
rediscovered by French underwater archaeologist 
Franck Goddio in 2001.  A veritable Underwater 
Pompeii  200 artefacts from the sunken cities 
together with loans from Cairo will tell the story 
of the relationship between the Ancient Egyptian 
and Greek worlds. 

Visit this blockbuster exhibition and enjoy our Lost 
& Found Galleries tour off the beaten track in the 
permanent collection. From a beautiful board game 
from ancient Mesopotamia, the rules for which were 
lost down the back of the sofa of time for 4000 years

to the incredible Benin Bronzes the galleries tour 
is enormously entertaining and illuminating.
Reviews for Sunken Cities

Evening Standard: Centuries after two Egyptian 
cities were lost to the sea their beautiful treasures 
can be seen at last in this spectacular show.
The Times:	Even	the	layman	will	find	this	
spectacular. The atmosphere is evocative and 
the visitor is transported to a crossroads in 
human history.
The Telegraph: This exhibition vividly and lucidly 
evokes a world of rich and potent myth, where 
life and death merged, men became gods and 
mysterious ritual and practical politics freely 
interacted.....this is rather a superb exhibition.
Read the full tour description on our website. 

The National Gallery
Beyond Caravaggio 12 Oct ‘16 to 15 Jan ‘17
Light, darkness and drama – the revolutionary 
influence	of	Caravaggio.	The	first	major	UK
exhibition to explore Caravaggio’s impact 
on both his contemporaries and followers. 

The National Portrait Gallery
Picasso Portraits 6 Oct ‘16 to 5 Feb ‘17
Over eighty works focusing on the artist’s portrayal 
of family, friends and lovers reveal Picasso’s creative 
processes as he moved between drawing from life, 
humorous caricature and expressive memory works.

The National Maritime Museum
Seduction & Celebrity 4 Nov 16 to 17 April 2017
Within the public mind, Emma Hamilton is simply 
remembered as the mistress of Admiral Lord Nelson. 
but in her day she rose from Enjoy our London tour 
telling the story of the history of celebrity and the 
entertaining, sometimes heartbreaking stories of the 
ladies in the lives of great men. Includes Thames 
Cruise to Greenwich. 

London Art & Culture Day Trips or SleepOvers
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•	 Sunday night at 3*, 4* or 5* hotel
•	 Cooked breakfast
•	 3 Course carvery dinner with 4* hotel
•	 Free driver B&B & overnight parking 
•	 Free place for the Group Organiser 
•	 10 supplement free singles at 3* & 4* hotel
•	  5 single supplement free rooms at 5* hotel
•	 Blue Badge Guided Tour & exhibition ticket
•	 Seduction & Celebrity includes river cruise

3* St Giles Bloomsbury, WC1
Location,	location,	location!	Efficient	budget	
hotel with compact rooms a stone’s throw 
from Oxford Street and within a short walk of 
Charing Cross and Soho. Three restaurants, 
a bar and a lounge. WiFi in public areas. 
Lift	to	all	floors.	Check	in	at	3pm.
4* Strand Palace Hotel, 372 Strand, WC2 
Landmark Edwardian West End hotel. 
The Carvery has roast rib of 21-day aged 
premium beef, free range pork and English 
Rose turkey with all the beautifully prepared 
fresh vegetables, lush gravies and sauces 
that you’d expect from a top-drawer carvery. 
Lift	to	all	floors.	Check	in	at	3pm.	
5* Hyatt Andaz, Liverpool Street, EC2
Luxury boutique hotel with dazzling modern 
interiors.  Private group check in with 
complimentary tea & coffee. Free soft drink 
and snack mini-bar in the spacious and      
stylish rooms. Complimentary wine and     
canapés	in	the	evening.	Lift	to	all	floors.
Free early check in at midday

Tate Britain
The Turner Prize 27 Sept ‘16 to 8 Jan ‘17
Often controversial, always eye popping! 

Paul Nash 26 Oct ‘16 to 5 March ‘17
Surrealist & war artist Paul Nash was fascinated 
with Britain’s ancient past and spent especially 
southern England’s downs and coastal areas.

David Hockney 9 February ‘17- 27 May ‘17
This exhibition gathers together an extensive 
selection of David Hockney’s most famous works 
celebrating his achievements in painting, drawing, 
print, photography and video across six decades.

Rachel Whiteread 12 Sept ‘17 to 4 Feb ‘18
Celebrating 25 years of work this is the most 
comprehensive exhibition to date of Rachel 
Whiteread, one of our leading and most exciting 
contemporary artists.

The EY Exhibition Impressionists in London, 
French Artists in Exile 2 Nov ‘17 to 29 April ‘18

The	story	of	the	French	artists	who	fled	to	
Britain to escape the Franco Prussian War 
in the 1870s. Includes works by Monet, 
Tissot, Pissaro and their compatriots.

Tate Modern
The Radical Eye: Modernist Photography
from the collection of Sir Elton John
10 Nov ‘16 to 7 May ‘17
Rare vintage photos from the 20s to the 
50s including works by Man Ray  

Giacometti 9 May ‘17 to 10 Sept ‘17
For	the	first	time	in	50	years	a	major	
retrospective including some never before 
seen plasters and drawings alongside the 
bronze sculptures and oils.

Modigliani 22 Nov ‘17 – 2 Apr ‘18
The most comprehensive UK survey yet of 
Amedeo Modigliani places the artist’s work 
in dialogue with pieces by his contemporaries 
including Brancusi and early Picasso.

Saver 3*  St Giles                       £99pp
Swish 4*  Strand Palace             £139pp

Super Swish 5* Hyatt Andaz      £159pp

Based on minimum 25 people

Available Sunday/Mondays 
Prices valid to 30/04/18.

You book the coach and we do the rest.
All exhibitions & guided gallery tours listed 
are also available as day trips from £28pp.

All of the exhibitions listed here are available in combination with Blue Badge 
guided gallery tours as SleepOvers or as day trips with prices from £28pp



Visit Birmingham
When groups join us to visit Birmingham they are 
surprised and delighted. There is a real buzz about 
the new Birmingham – a much improved city of 
beautiful squares, greenery and public art. Spend an 
enjoyable day exploring the city of a thousand trades. 
When the canals came (and yes Birmingham does 
have more than Venice!) a once sleepy market town 
specialising in small metal items – jewellery, badges, 
medals, guns and pen nibs became the workshop of 
the world. We tell the story past, present and future 
with a visit to the new Library of Birmingham and 
a tour of marvellously evocative Newman Brothers 
Coffin	Works,	open	exclusively	for	your	group.	
From March to the end of October enjoy a canal 
cruise, come November to the end of February 
and we will visit the Staffordshire Hoard instead.
On all days in the afternoon we visit the Library 
of	Birmingham	and	the	Coffin	Works

Birmingham Gems
We begin at 10.30am with time to buy morning 
refreshments in the Edwardian Tea Rooms at the 
Birmingham Art Gallery & Museum before enjoying 
a tour of the remarkable Staffordshire Hoard - 
the largest collection of Anglo-Saxon gold and 
silver metalwork ever found, anywhere in the 
world. We break for lunch in and Birmingham’s 
grand squares - be sure to have your photo 
taken with the city’s most famous artwork, 
lovingly nicknamed the Floozie in the Jacuzzi!

Coffins	&	Canals
Meet at 10.30am for morning refreshments (inc) 
before a 60 minute narrow boat canal cruise. 
We’ll break for free time by the canal to buy lunch. 
Try the Malt House pub where Bill Clinton stopped 
for a pint or explore the Gas Street Basin where 
they	filmed	Crossroads!

Whichever morning you’ve chosen we start the 
afternoon with a visit to the remarkable Library of 
Birmingham. From the outside it looks like a glitzy 
gold and black stack of birthday presents but inside 

the bling gives way to a temple of calm. We’ll visit the 
Elizabethan style Shakespeare Memorial Room and 
enjoy views across the city to the countryside.

The	Newman	Brothers	built	their	coffin	works,	in	the	
Birmingham Jewellery Quarter in 1894 manufacturing 
not	wooden	boxes	but	metal	coffin	furniture:	
handles, name plates and decorations including those 
for Winston Churchill and the Queen Mother. This is 
Birmingham’s industrial heritage and social history 
beautifully preserved as a snapshot of working life in 
1965.  With exclusive access to the museum for your 
group you’ll see the original machinery in action in the 
Stamp Room and visit the shroud room where, with a 
wireless playing 60s sounds softly in the background, 
you can imagine that the ladies might bustle back to 
their	sewing	machines	at	any	moment.	The	office	is	
a very nostalgic place – full of old-fashioned ledgers, 
typewriters and a Gestetner machine. Periodically 
the Bakelite telephone rings and you’ll hear a funeral 
director call in to order his stock. 

This fascinating insight into a lost world is so perfectly 
presented it might have been styled for a vintage 
film	set.	If	your	group	would	enjoy	something	quite	
different and a little quirky do book this new day 
out. There’s a pub on the corner where you can buy 
refreshments before making tracks at 4.45pm.

Available Mondays and Tuesdays only all year.

Coffins & Canals    £32pp 

Birmingham Gems £22pp

Prices valid to end of March 2017

Walking:  Your choice - not much or a little bit more!

Coach mileage: 1
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William Shakespeare was born in a modest 
cottage and married a local woman and although 
he lived and worked in London for much of his 
theatre career his family were born and raised 
and lived and died in Stratford-Upon-Avon. The 
playwright cam home to live the quiet life of a 
prosperous businessman for the last six years of 
his life. Our new day visits three key sites that are 
enormously evocative of the life and times of this 
handsome market town and its most famous son.

Come and meet our expert and entertaining Blue 
Badge Guide at 10.30am at Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage on the outskirts of Stratford. There’s a 
Garden Café where we begin with time to buy 
morning refreshments. This 600 year old thatched 
cottage has been described as the most romantic 
in all of England and among original items owned 
by the Hathaway family on display you will see 
the famous second best bed and the courting 
settle which ties in very nicely with a new 
exhibition all about Tudor courtship.

We’ll drive a mile into the heart of Stratford for an 
introduction to the town before breaking near the 
Shakespeare Birthplace for lunch. It may have 
been 400 years since the poet and playwright 
left this earthly plane but if he were to return 
today he wouldn’t be lost for despite four centuries 
of change the medieval street grid has survived. 
He might even have dined at the same pub 
you choose to buy your lunch today. He would 
certainly recognise the homes of many friends 
and neighbours. 

Our afternoon is going to begin in the place where 
Shakespeare was born. His father was a glove 
maker and at the time of William’s birth the family 
occupied a one up one down cottage but as John 

Shakespeare’s fortunes prospered so he was 
able to gradually buy up the other cottages in 
the terrace expanding the family home. This 
is a very good visit that evokes the spirit of 
the times and draws the attention to small but 
fascinating details of life in Elizabethan times. 
You can hear some Shakespeare voiced by 
costumed actors in the garden.

To round off the day we visit Hall’s Croft - 
elegant home of Susannah Shakespeare and 
her husband Dr John Hall. Beautiful furniture 
and luxurious decoration give a fascinating 
insight into the life of a wealthy family in the 
Jacobean period. There is a café on site, 
which on warm afternoons spills out into the 
garden, and the keen among you can take 
a few minutes to walk over to Holy Trinity 
church by the river to see the graves of the 
Shakespeare family inside the chancel. You’ll 
be ready to make tracks for home at 4.45pm.

On this afternoon option we can walk from 
Shakespeare’s Birthplace in Henley Street to 
Hall’s Croft and Holy Trinity Church both near 
the	river.	This	is	a	flat	ten	minute	walk	at	snail	
pace or we can transfer by coach if you’ve 
anyone with you who won’t manage that.

Shakespeare’s Stratford

Available Daily:

Adults: £28pp Seniors: £27pp

Prices valid to end of March 2017

Walking: Your choice

Coach Mileage: 3
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The London Film Locations Tour
Come for an entertaining afternoon out starting at 
2.30pm so that you can have a free morning in town 
for the galleries and museums or some shopping. 

From the Long Good Friday to Harry Potter and from 
James Bond to Bridget Jones the London Film  
Locations Tour tour will also reveal fascinating facts 
about	how	filming	in	London	works	-	what	hoops	the	
film	companies	have	to	jump	through	if	they	want	to	
close Westminster Bridge or have a hundred naked 
people walk down Oxford Street You’ll also see where 
the	movie	stars	stay	when	they	are	filming	in	London	
and	find	out	how	you	could	register	your	house	as	a	
location for the next blockbuster movie!

It’s also a great way to see many of London’s greatest 
sights and enjoy a proper taste of the capital’s riches 
along the way – the Tower of London, St Paul’s, 
Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square because 
why should tourists have all the fun!  

An	enjoyable	romp	through	the	greatest	film	city	in	
the world ends with the option of a stop to buy drinks 
at an iconic London pub or a three-course carvery 
with coffee at a Bloomsbury hotel – so come hungry!

This tour is available daily all year and lasts 
for two hours. Allow at least 45 minutes for a 
pub stop at the end or 90 minutes for the hotel 
carvery.  

The London Film Location Tour £12pp
Including three course carvery with coffee £28pp

Walking:

Coach Mileage: 15

Prices valid to 31/03/17
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The Really Challenging V&A Christmas Quiz
With the Europe Galleries now open and the 
Cast Court beautifully refurbished as part of the 
multi-million pound FuturePlan programme of 
developments that have been transforming the 
museum over the past ten years we thought now 
was the right time to bring back the City & Village 
Tours Really Challenging V&A Christmas Quiz. 

This little gem of a quiz, pitched somewhere 
between Mastermind and Fifteen to One, 
between the LadyGram and Take A Break is 
entertaining and engaging and is designed to call 
upon a great range of team skills from observation 
and general knowledge to the mental dexterity
of crossword and word puzzle solving.

Here’s how it works. You arrive at the V&A for 
lunch. You can buy a really good lunch here 
and enjoy it in the lavish surroundings of the 
Victorian Refreshment Rooms designed by 
Poynter, Gamble and William Morris. After lunch 
you’ll meet our Blue Badge Guide and V&A 
specialist in the entrance lobby and split into 
two smaller groups, each in turn to play the 
quiz and each to enjoy a guided tour.

The Really Challenging Quiz
To be played in teams of up to 6 people. 
Each team is equipped with a clipboard loaded 
with the quiz sheets and has one hour in the 
British Galleries to solve the clues. Last played a 
decade ago before we stopped for the museum 
refurbishments this is an erudite and challenging 
quiz that is as entertaining as it is exasperating. 

If your folk enjoy TV quiz shows and fold back 
their magazines to the puzzle and crossword 
pages then this is very much for you. Unique, 
memorable and above all great fun.

The quiz takes place in the connecting rooms 
of	The	British	Galleries,	all	on	the	flat	with	
chances to sit down and have a ponder.

The Guided Tour 
Enjoy a fascinating hour with the specialist 
and entertaining Blue Badge Guide in the 
triumphant new Europe Galleries charting 
the changing styles from 1600 when Europe 
began to emerge from the mediaeval period 
through to the fall of Napoleon in 1815. It is 
the tale of the rise of France and the fall of 
Italy as the arbiter of European taste as the 
continent’s artists and designers began to 
adopt and adapt (and plunder!) the materi-
als and styles of their burgeoning colonies. 
From the Baroque through the Rococo to the 
Neoclassical this is a thoroughly entertaining 
tour in an exhilarating new gallery. 

Once each group has completed the quiz 
and enjoyed the guided tour we come 
together to score the quiz and crown the 
winning team. There’s a prize to share for the 
winning team – not to mention the enormous 
kudos that goes with being the victors of the 
Really Challenging V&A Christmas Quiz.

Arrive at 11.45am for lunch at midday. 
The Tour/Quiz starts at 1.00pm and you’ll 
be heading home ahead of the rush hour 
at 4.00pm. You can also opt to add a 
complementary one hour guided tour of 
Christmas London by Night and head 
home at 5.15pm at no extra cost..

Available weekdays only throughout 
November & December 2016  £15pp

Tour with a 3-course hotel carvery 
with coffee in Bloomsbury £31pp

Walking:

Coach Mileage: 0 or 10
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Christmas in Downton Abbey Country

The Midsomer Murders Tour         for Winter & Christmas 

Step back into the Edwardian era and celebrate 
Christmas	in	the	original	filming	locations	for	
Downton Abbey in the Oxfordshire Cotswolds. 
We visit the real Downton Village and enjoy mulled 
wine by the glowing range at Yew Tree Farm.

Meet the Blue Badge guide at midday for free time 
for lunch in Witney - market days are Thursday & 
Saturdays. Or include a pre-booked lunch. We’ll 
take a drive through the beautiful winter landscapes 
of the Oxfordshire Cotswolds to see sleepy Shilton 
nestling in its own green valley. This is where Lady 
Sybil went when she eloped with Tom the chauffeur.
Beautiful Bampton is the location for Downton itself. 
You’ll see the ancient parish church, scene of many 
Downton events as well as Isobel Crawley’s house, 
the Downton Cottage Hospital and that cottage that 
has caused Mrs Patmore so many problems. 

Cogges	Manor	Farm	is	so	old	that	its	first	owner	is	
sewn into the Bayeux Tapestry! The clocks stopped 
here over a hundred years ago so it was the perfect 

choice for Yew Tree Farm where Lady Edith’s secret 
child was raised. Here we enjoy a glass of mulled 
wine or spiced fruit punch in the festively decorated  
farm kitchen to round off a real treat of a Christmas 
day out before heading home at 4.30pm. 

Monday to Sunday November & December 2016
Do Your Own Thing for lunch in Witney £24pp

Monday to Saturday November & December 2016 
One course carvery lunch with tea/coffee £34pp

Wednesday to Saturday November 2016 only 
Premier 2-course carvery with tea/coffee £39pp

All the tour options above include mulled wine/spiced 
punch at Yew Tree Farm.

Walking:

Coach Mileage: 20      

This day out, set in a beautiful part of Oxfordshire, 
filmed	as	the	fictional	county	of	Midsomer.	will	keep	
you warm and entertained. Dorchester-on-Thames 
is a head turning little village with a very big Abbey 
towering above a jumble of ancient houses. Alfred 
the Great’s Wallingford is an attractive market town 
laid out around a central square. 

Arrive at 11.45am for a one-course lunch (cottage pie, 
fish	pie	or	vegetarian	pasta	with	garlic	bread)	with	tea	
or coffee included in the tour fee at an old hotel used 
many times as a Midsomer Murders location. We 
visit the beautiful Abbey at Dorchester-upon-Thames 
and DCI Barnaby’s Causton (Wallingford) which was 
also for many years the hometown of Dame Agatha 
Christie. You’ll be heading home by 4.30pm ready 
to curl up with a Midsomer box set!

Available Mondays to Saturdays from October 2016 
to the end of March 2017.

£25pp including one course lunch with coffee and 
a donation to Dorchester Abbey. 

Or start with free time for lunch in Wallingford and 
finish	with	free	time	to	buy	refreshments	in	
Dorchester-on-Thames. This option is £15pp

Walking:

Coach Mileage: 10

Come on Wednesday 14 December 2016 for the day 
with lunch in Dorchester at 1pm and enjoy being in
Wallingford for the Festival of Lanterns procession 
at 6.00pm and the Wallingford Town Carols in the 
beautiful old town church at 6.30pm.



Christmas with Morse in Oxford

The Midsomer Murders Tour         for Winter & Christmas 

Enjoy the three ages of Inspector Morse and 
have time for some shopping in Oxford. Arrive                 
at 10.30am or 11.45am, whichever suits you best. 
The day includes a walking tour which is gentle 
but will not suit anyone relying on a two sticks or  
a rollator. This is a good general tour set against 
the beautiful backdrop of Oxford’s dreaming spires 
and will include a visit to one of the University   
colleges and for Morse fans it has the added 
interest of being the UK’s murder capital. Fans of 
Morse, Lewis and Endeavour will recognise many 
of the locations for Colin Dexter’s stories. 

After the tour there are three hours for lunch and 
shopping or free time to enjoy the city. If you come 
between 8 & 18 December the Oxford Christmas 
Market is trading on the beautiful and historic 
Broad Street with unusual and handmade gifts, 
colourful decorations brightening wooden stalls 
and the aroma of mulled wine and cinnamon 
drifting in the air. If shopping isn’t your thing take 
a look around the Bodleian Library or stay with the 

Blue Badge guide for a visit to the Ashmolean 
Museum (not Mondays). The Ashmolean is 
the University of Oxford’s museum of art and 
archaeology and its extraordinarily diverse 
collections represent most of the world’s great 
civilisations from 8000 BC to the present day. 

At the end of the afternoon we gather to  
bring a seasonal day out to an end ready        
to head home at 4.30pm. You can of course 
extend the day if you want.

Available daily Nov and Dec 2016.

£18.50pp including college entrance and 
morning refreshments or afternoon tea 
and biscuits for groups starting at midday. 

Add	fish	&	chips	with	a	hot	drink	for	£11pp.

Walking:
 
Coach Mileage: 0



A Mess Hall Merry Christmas
Pack up your troubles this Christmas for a 
fun and festive day out in Essex combining 
sightseeing and shopping with an afternoon of 
entertainment enjoyed over a festive High Tea. 

We kick off at RHS Hyde Hall where you can buy 
morning refreshments, explore the eerie estuaries 
of Essex, have free time for shopping and lunch 
in Maldon and crown a super day out with A Mess 
Hall Merry Christmas at the Stow Maries Great 
War Aerodrome. With a cabaret piano player and a 
lavish and Festive High Tea this is a full afternoon of                   
entertainment with lots of laughs. You can bring from 
30 to 100 people for this supremely entertaining day 
out to celebrate your group’s Christmas 2016.       

Meet the Blue Badge Tour Guide at RHS Hyde Hall 
at 10.30am for time to buy morning refreshments and 
to seek out some interesting gift ideas in the festive 
shop. Next a panoramic tour of hauntingly beautiful 
winter landscapes beneath massive skies, a beguiling 
mix  of thatched and weather boarded villages dotted 
across moody end-of-the-earth salt marshes.
The Denge Hundred is to Essex what the Romney 
Marsh is to Kent.

We arrive in the attractive market town of Maldon for 
lunch. Founded by Vikings and famous for its salt and 
oysters there’s a good choice of places to buy a light 
lunch and another opportunity for some Christmas 
shopping with some interesting and one-off shops 
in the compact and historic town centre.

During the Great War, 37 Squadron Royal Flying 
Corps Home Defence was charged with defending 
the capital against German air attacks and were 
posted to requisitioned farmland on a remote hilltop 
at Stow Maries between Maldon and Chelmsford at 
the Western end of the Dengie Peninsula where the 
North Sea estuaries of the Rivers Crouch and 
Blackwater were a big navigational landmark for 
the Zeppelin captains. After the war Stow Maries 
Aerodrome returned to farmland for almost one 
hundred years until a sports cars company bought 
the site for workshops. Realising that this is probably 

the world’s last surviving intact Great War Aerodrome 
company boss Russell Savory set about restoring the 
site	in	tribute	to	those	brave	young	men	in	their	flying	
machines.    

You’ll be welcomed into the warm and toasty Mess 
Hall, all jolly and bunting hung, for an afternoon of                  
fun and  frolics led by a cabaret pianist. With a                  
sing-a-long from the Great War to the musicals                                                                     
and the movies, some party games and even a                       
bit of jiving and jitterbugging when we roll back
the rugs and wind up the gramophone there are  a 
lot of laughs to be enjoyed. A lavish Festive High Tea 
will be served with warm pastries, little sandwiches, 
mince pies and cakes with lashings of piping hot tea.

And this year you can add a Santa Fly In. Bring out 
the inner child in your group and recapture some of 
the magic of Christmas past as they gather to watch 
Father Christmas taxi down the runway with a sack 
full of presents for everyone on the coach.

Available Mondays to Thursdays from 14 November 
to 1 December 2016 for groups of 35 to 100 people. 
Including a Lavish Festive High Tea £29pp. 

You can help fund the restoration of this unique 
Great War Aerodrome by adding a fun Santa Fly In 
with a present for everyone at £5pp

Walking:

Coach Mileage: 25
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A Brummie Christmas
Looking for an entertaining and festive day 
out for your group this Christmas? For a mix 
of culture and shopping look no further than 
A Brummie Christmas. One of Europe’s most 
stylish and vibrant cities and Britain’s second 
city, Birmingham has undergone intensive 
regeneration.	Today	we	find	an	attractive	and	
welcoming metropolis, well worth a visit. 
The day includes morning coffee & biscuits, 
a one hour canal cruise and visits to the new 
Library of Birmingham, the fascinating 
Staffordshire Hoard and the quite magical 
Frankfurt Christmas Market. 

Once you arrive in Birmingham you are off the 
coach for the whole day. 

Meet our expert and entertaining Blue Badge 
Guide at 10.30am at a canal side pub for morning 
refreshments (included) before stepping aboard 
a traditional narrow boat for a stately one hour 
chug along one of Birmingham’s canal loops.  
For lunch today we visit the new Library of 
Birmingham. Buy a lunch in the library cafe or 
bring your own and enjoy the wonders of the                      
new	ten	floor	library	from	the	breathtaking	modern	
architecture to the Elizabethan style Shakespeare 
Memorial Room and the outdoor garden terraces 
with far reaching views across the city and out   
into the countryside.

In the afternoon we see the world’s largest ever 
find	of	Anglo-Saxon	gold	and	silver	that	was	
discovered by an amateur metal detector in 
2009 on a Staffordshire farm. The detectorist and 
his	(former	friend)	the	farmer	first	shared	and	
then fell out over the bounty prize of over £3m. 
Hundreds of pieces are on now on show in their 
own dedicated gallery at the Birmingham Museum 
& Art Gallery show, along with hands-on displays 
exploring how these intriguing items were used, 
before they were buried some 1400 years ago. 
This is a mighty show of bling that could almost 
knock the Crown Jewels into a cocked hat.

The Museum faces onto Victoria Square 
where we enjoy the many delights of the 
Frankfurt Christmas Market. This is the 
largest authentic German Christmas market 
outside of Germany and Austria and along 
with the Birmingham Christmas Craft Market 
there are 180 stalls with traditional German 
items such as wooden toys, nativity scenes 
and marionettes alongside seasonal sweets 
and drinks as well as unusual and handmade 
gifts including ceramics, candles, glasswork, 
and jewellery and Christmas decorations. 

Plenty of choice for refreshments to round 
off your day out from Glühwein in the market 
to traditional cream teas in the delightful 
Edwardian Tea Rooms at the museum.

Head home at 4.45/5.00pm or at a later time 
to suit your group.

Available Daily from 17 November to 
29 December 2016. Not including 
Christmas or Boxing Day. £24pp

Walking: 

Coach Mileage: 0
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After the Great Fire swept through London Sir Christopher Wren didn’t 
just	rebuild	St	Paul’s	Cathedral,	he	also	rebuilt	the	first	West	End	Theatre	
in Drury Lane. The theatres of Shakespeare’s day had been swept away 
by the Puritans but the merry monarch King Charles allowed them to 
reopen. Only these so called Patent Theatre Companies were allowed 
to perform spoken drama - the others played comedy, pantomime and 
melodrama, which didn’t breach the licences, and bent the rules with a 
bit of singing or dancing thrown in. The monopoly on serious drama was 
only broken with the passing of the Theatres Act in 1843 and although 
censorship by the Lord Chamberlain would continue right up to the 
Swinging Sixties London was to see an explosion in theatre building. 

The West End was born.

Join our expert and entertaining Blue Badge Guide for a stroll along 
the Strand, a cut through Covent Garden and a saunter on Shaftesbury 
Avenue. You’ll really get to know the most famous theatre district in the 
world. The walk covers less than a mile and lasts for about 90 minutes. 
Start times can be tailored to your plans. Come by coach or train with 
a minimum of just 25 people.

All options are available daily except the matinee options which are 
available Tuesdays, Wednesday & Thursday only. Prices to Nov 2017.

Enjoy our London Theatreland walking tour on its own or pair it with: 

•	 The V&A’s Theatre & Performance galleries 
•	 A slap up lunch or dinner at the Strand Palace Carvery
•	 A West End Matinee - not everyone has to see the same show 
•	 All matinee tickets are top price stalls or dress circle
•	 Choose Matinees from the list on page 17.

Or combine a West End Matinee with the Strand Palace Carvery.

Limelight! 90 minute walking tour: £12pp
Limelight! Full day with the V&A: £14pp
Limelight! including Strand Palace Carvery: £28pp
Limelight! including West End Matinee: (see options page 17)
Option A: £57pp Option B: £62pp (min 25 people)

Strand Palace Carvery & West End Matinee: 
Option A: £61 Option B: £66pp (min 25 people)

Limelight!
The West End Story

Super Swish London 
Theatre SleepOver

£169pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available Sat/Sun from October 2016 to November 2017

•	 Saturday SleepOver at the 5* luxury Hyatt Andaz hotel
•	 Complimentary refreshments for midday check in
•	 Full cooked breakfast
•	 5 rooms for singles without supplement
•	 Free non-alcoholic mini bar with snacks & free WiFi
•	 Top price West End matinee ticket
•	 Choice of ten shows
•	 Wine & canapés in the hotel Saturday evening
•	 Free driver B&B & overnight coach parking
•	 Free organiser place
•	 Minimum 25 people

How about a very swanky Five Star London Theatre Saturday 
Matinee & Sunday Markets SleepOver for this autumn or winter? 

The 5* Hyatt Andaz luxury boutique hotel has been created from 
the grand Victorian Great Eastern Hotel at Liverpool Street which 
was immortalised in Bram Stoker’s Dracula. It is beyond wonderful 
with a Champagne Bar, traditional pub and a secret Freemason’s 
Temple so we’ve arranged to check you in over a coffee at midday 
on the Saturday and then you can go and bounce on your lovely 
bed and explore your designer 5* room before heading into the 
West End for your theatre matinee - top price seats of course! 

There’s a choice of shows and not everyone 
in your group has to see the same one. 
In the evening meet up for complimentary wine & canapés back 
at the hotel (or enjoy the gym and steam room) and in the morning 
after	a	tasty	English	breakfast	enjoy	Old	Spitalfields,	Petticoat	
& Brick Lane Markets just a stone’s throw away. Check out is at 
11.00am  but the hotel is happy to look after your bags so that 
you can enjoy the markets for as long as you want. 

Arrive by train (two minutes from Liverpool Street Station) or come 
by coach and we’ll provide bed & breakfast and overnight parking 
for your driver.



Tuesday: Jersey Boy, Guys & Dolls, 
The Woman in Black
Wednesday: The Bodyguard, Wicked

Thursday: Motown the Musical, 
The Phantom of the Opera, Guys & Dolls
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, 
The Railway Children, Beautiful, 
The Carole King Musical

Option A Matinees

Option B Matinees
Wednesday: Kinky Boots, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Matilda the Musical, 
Les Miserables, Sunny Afternoon

Saturday:  The Phantom of the Opera,
Wicked, The Railway Children,
Hand to God, Thriller, Guys & Dolls, 
The Woman in Black, An Inspector Calls,
The Play That Goes Wrong,
Stomp

Come for a West End Matinee Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or 
Saturday and stay that night at the 3* Clarendon Hotel in Blackheath 
Village,	a	five	minute	walk	across	the	heath	to	Greenwich	Park	and	
enjoy free time the following day to enjoy the free Greenwich attractions 
including the National Maritime Museum, Queens House and the 
Painted Hall & Chapel. From Wednesday to Sunday there is also a 
market plus lots of pubs, restaurants and cafés for a fun day out.

Arrive in the West End at midday for a bite to eat before your matinee 
performance - remember you don’t all have to see the same show. 
We’ll always reserve the best top price seats available and your 
members can request dress circle or stalls within the top price band. 
After the matinee stay in the West End for supper or head to the 
hotel (8 miles from Shaftesbury Avenue) for check in and enjoy the 
pubs and cafés on your doorstep in well-heeled Blackheath village. 

•	 One night at the 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath
•	 Cooked Breakfast
•	 5 rooms for singles without supplement
•	 West End Theatre Top Price Matinee ticket
•	 Free driver B&B and overnight parking
•	 Free place for the organiser
•	 Visit Greenwich

£119pp Based on minimum 25 people.

Available Tues/Wed, Wed/Thur, Thurs/Fri & Sat/Sun 
From October 2016 to November 2017

Saver London SleepOver
With Greenwich Free Day

All theatre tickets in our SleepOver and Limelight day trip 
packages are top price stalls or dress circle. 

Your members can choose from the shows list above 
relevant to the day you are coming. 

You don’t all have to pick the same show and if you are 
coming for a Wednesday matinee you can select a mix 
from Option A and Option B.

We will hold theatre tickets for you without payment right up 
to 4-6 weeks out. We’ll update show options when you book.

As part of our arrangements for you we will provide your driver 
with a set down and pick up list according to show running times.

The 3* Clarendon Hotel is comprised of a row of eighteenth century 
residences with commanding views across the open grassland of 
Blackheath to Royal Greenwich Park with 20th century additions to the 
rear of the hotel. The hotel consists of 175 rooms, some with views of the 
heath or the secluded, walled garden to the rear, which is open to residents. 
The Clarendon Hotel has been independently owned by the same family 
for over 40 years. The housekeeping is impeccable. 

Take a look at our SleepOvers Gallery at www.cityandvillagetours.com
for lots of photographs of this and other hotels from our SleepOver 
range of UK short breaks.
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Enjoy a free day of shopping and sightseeing 
in Salisbury with a SleepOver at a handsome 
4* Georgian hotel followed by a Blue Badge 
guided tour of winter landscapes in the beautiful 
Test Valley, lunch and a visit to the Norman 
Abbey in Romsey and an afternoon at the 
Winchester Christmas Market.

Arrive on Sunday in time in time for a buffet lunch 
at the 4* Mercure White Hart Hotel in the heart 
of Salisbury. This compact city is laid out on a 
mediaeval chequer board design with over 500 
listed buildings. The afternoon is yours to enjoy 
the Salisbury Christmas Market and, for those 
who’d like to, Choral Evensong is at 4.30pm 
at	the	Cathedral	all	within	a	short	and	flat	walk	
from the hotel. In the evening the hotel serves 
a three course dinner. How about a game of 
cards	in	front	of	the	log	fire?

The Blue Badge arrives after breakfast Monday 
morning to take you on a scenic drive through 
winter landscapes in the beautiful Test Valley. 

We stop in the genteel market town of Romsey
which you might recognise as Kingsmarkham from 
the TV adaptations of Ruth Rendell’s Inspector 
Wexford.	We	visit	the	magnificent	Romsey	Abbey	
where we track down a fun and unusual set of  
hidden	figures	known	as	grotesques	-	from	the	
pagan Sheel-na-gig to a whole bevy of stone cats.
We stay in Romsey for a two course lunch with 
coffee before driving through more landscapes 
of ancient woodland, water-meadows and rolling 
chalk hills to Winchester.

Once the heart of Alfred the Great’s Wessex 
Winchester is one of England’s most prosperous 
cities. Hear all about St Swithin and Jane Austen 
and enjoy Winchester Christmas Market with more  
than 100 gaily decorated wooden chalets nestled 
against the walls of the cathedral.

It’s up to you when to make tracks for home. 
We’d suggest 4.45pm as the earliest to allow 
sufficient	time	to	enjoy	the	day.

•	 One night 4* at The White Hart Salisbury
•	 Buffet lunch at the hotel on arrival
•	 3 course evening meal (3 choices)
•	 5 Single rooms free of supplement
•	 Salisbury Christmas Market
•	 Salisbury Cathedral Choral Evensong 
•	 Blue Badge guided tour
•	 Romsey Abbey, Test Valley & Winchester
•	 Roast chicken lunch with hot drink 
•	 Winchester Christmas Market 
•	 Free place for Group Organiser 
•	 Free driver half board & 24 hr parking

Prices do not include coach hire
Book your own coach or ask us for 
a coach inclusive quote.

Salisbury & Winchester Christmas Markets

£139pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available  27 Nov, 11 Dec and 18 Dec 2016
Various dates November & December 2017
Total Tour Coach Mileage: 40

4* Mercure White Hart, Salisbury

Dating to the 17th century, The White Hart has 
been	Salisbury’s	finest	hotel	for	400	years.	
The White Hart is a 5-minute walk from Salisbury 
Cathedral in one direction and the city centre and 
Salisbury Christmas Market in the other. There are 
68	modern	and	classy	rooms,	a	refined	restaurant	
and	elegant	bar	and	lounge	areas.	The	three	floor	
historic hotel does not have a lift. 



Available  27 Nov, 11 Dec and 18 Dec 2016
Various dates November & December 2017

•	 Sunday night 4* accommodation
•	 Birmingham Christmas Market
•	 3 Course Evening meal at the hotel
•	 Full cooked Breakfast 
•	 Blue Badge Guided tour
•	 Visit Staffordshire Hoard
•	 Visit Library of Birmingham
•	 Visit	Newman	Brother’s	Coffin	Works
•	 Free Driver half board  & 24 hr parking
•	 Free Organiser place for the entire trip 
•	 10 Single rooms free of supplement

Also available throughout the year as a one 
night SleepOver including a canal cruise and 
visit	to	the	Library	of	Birmingham	and	the	Coffin	
Works £157pp (includes canal cruise).

£149pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available 20/21 & 27/28 Nov & 4/5 & 11/12 Dec 2016
Various dates for November & December 2017

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 5

Enjoy one night at the brand new Birmingham 
Park Regis - a very swanky and centrally located 
four star hotel and some shopping & sightseeing 
in Britain’s Second City. On Sunday spend free 
time in the Birmingham Christmas Market, the 
Christmas Craft Market and the Mailbox and 
Bullring Shopping Centres. On Monday there’s 
a Blue Badge Guided tour exploring Britain’s 
Second City with visits to three new Birmingham 
wonders - the astonishing Library of Birmingham, 
the fascinating Staffordshire Hoard and the unique 
and	quirky	Newman	Brothers	Coffin	Works.

Arrive on the Sunday. Check in at the hotel is 
from 3.00pm but you could elect to arrive earlier 
to maximise your shopping time in the Frankfurt 
Christmas Market. This is the largest authentic 
German Christmas market outside of Germany 
and Austria. Along with the Birmingham Christmas 
Craft Market there are 180 stalls with traditional 
German items from wooden toys, nativity scenes 
and marionettes alongside seasonal sweets and 
drinks as well as unusual and handmade gifts 
including ceramics, candles, glasswork, and 

jewellery and Christmas decorations. The Mailbox 
is Birmingham’s upmarket shopping centre with a 
huge Harvey Nicholls. Bullring has all the major 
High Street brands alongside  Selfridges and 
Debenhams. In the evening sit together for a three 
course, three choice dinner & coffee at the hotel.

On Monday morning following a cooked breakfast 
our Blue Badge Tour Guide arrives to take you on 
an exciting day out showcasing some of the new 
wonders	of	Birmingham.	The	Coffin	Works	
is Birmingham’s newest and quirkiest attraction - 
a vintage taste of working life at the factory that 
made	coffin	furniture	for	Churchill	and	the	Queen	
Mum. We see the Shakespeare Memorial Room 
and enjoy views across the city from the top of the 
Library of Birmingham and discover hundreds of 
items from the largest hoard of Anglo-Saxon gold 
and silver now on display in a purpose built gallery 
at the Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery.

Begin your journey home at 4.00pm or at a time 
to suit your group.

Birmingham Christmas Market SleepOver

4*  Park Regis, Broad Street, Birmingham

This swanky £50 million international hotel opened 
in	March	2016	and	is	the	first	Park	Regis	hotel	in	
Europe. There are 253 rooms, two restaurants, 
a gin bar, spa and gym. Your room comes with 
a	42”	flat	screen	televisions	and	super-fast	WiFi.	
The	hotel	is	a	five	minute	walk	from	the	
Birmingham Christmas Market and the Mailbox 
& Bullring shopping centres.
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4* Canterbury Cathedral Lodge
Within the ancient Canterbury city walls lies some 
of	our	finest	mediaeval	architecture.	At	its	heart	
lies one of the oldest, and, without doubt, the 
most important of the English Cathedrals and in 
the beautiful private cathedral grounds lies one 
of the most perfectly located hotels in the world. 

The modern 4* hotel has just 35 spacious and 
elegant	bedrooms	on	two	floors	with	a	lift	and	
is arranged around a central courtyard. Most 
rooms have cathedral views. Guests receive 
their own Cathedral pass which allows free 
entrance to the Cathedral as many times as 
you want.  

Canterbury Cathedral SleepOvers

Canterbury Cathedral SleepOvers
October to March 2016 & 17 & to 31/3/18

Arrive Sunday mid morning to drop your bags at 
the Lodge to return after lunch or plan to arrive in 
the early afternoon to check in to your spacious 
and stylish bedrooms – the majority of rooms 
have Cathedral views. 

Experience the majesty of the Cathedral choir at 
Choral Evensong at 3.15pm or enjoy shopping 
and sightseeing in the city. Lodge guests receive 
generous discounts of up to 20% at a broad range 
of restaurants within a short walk of the lodge or 
opt to include the chef’s three course Sunday 
dinner cooked just for your group. For the 
remainder of your evening? Enjoy a drink at one 
(or more) of the city’s hostelries or how about 
coffee or a glass of wine and a game of cards 
in	the	elegant	and	book	filled	library?

Canterbury has all the High Street brands and 
one off boutiques you’d expect plus Debenhams, 
Fenwicks and a small Christmas Market. All set
in picture postcard streets within short compass 
of Canterbury Cathedral Lodge. Arrive Sunday 
mid morning to leave your overnight bags at the 
lodge and head off to shop returning during the 
afternoon to check in and put your feet up with 
a cup of tea in your room. If shopping really isn’t 
your thing use your exclusive Cathedral pass to 
explore the cathedral, enjoy the choir at Choral 
Evensong at 3.15pm or visit the quirky Beaney 
House of Art & Knowledge (free). 

After breakfast on Monday our Blue Badge Tour 
Guide arrives to take you on short tours of the 
Cathedral and City before returning to the Lodge 
for check out and to enjoy elevenses, (tea, coffee 
& biscuits) while the guide supervises porterage 
of your luggage back to the coach. We’ll take 
a scenic drive through the Kent Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty to Wye for a 2-course 
lunch followed by shopping at the McArthurGlen 
Designer outlet near the M20 at Ashford where 

Come for a Christmas Shopping & Sightseeing 
break or book a two day Autumn, Winter or early 
Spring break from 2016 & until end of March 2018. 

The Canterbury Cathedral 
Christmas SleepOver
Available Nov & Dec 2016 & 2017

£149pp Based on minimum 25 people

Total Tour Coach Mileage: Max  30

you’ll enjoy huge discounts on 80 brands including 
Bose, Denby, Le Creuset, M&S, Molton Brown and 
Yankee Candle. Head home at 4.00pm or at a time 
to suit you. 

•	 One night 4* Canterbury Cathedral Lodge
•	 Very Good Cooked breakfast
•	 Blue Badge Guided tour
•	 Admission to Canterbury Cathedral
•	 Admission to Eastbridge Hospital
•	 Mid morning refreshments on Monday
•	 2-course lunch with coffee Monday
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•	 One night bed & breakfast Canterbury Cathedral Lodge
•	 Unlimited entry to Canterbury Cathedral
•	 Monday Blue Badge guided tour including admissions and 2-course lunch
•	 Check out day porterage and mid morning refreshments 
•	 10 rooms for single travellers without supplement
•	 Free driver room with breakfast and overnight parking
•	 Free group organiser place

On Monday after breakfast the Blue Badge guide 
arrives at 9.00am for your choice of tour. Each 
starts with a gentle city walk and Cathedral tour 
while both are quiet before returning to the Lodge 
for check out. Enjoy elevenses of tea, coffee and 
biscuits while the tour guide supervises porterage 
of your luggage back to the coach before 
embarking on the second part of your tour. 

Choose the tour option to suit your group from the 
options below - all options include a two-course 
lunch and coffee.

To Be A Pilgrim
Available October – March 2016-2018

When the Frankish Princess Bertha married 
Æthelbert the pagan King of Kent she restored 
a Roman chapel just outside the city wall and 
dedicated it to St Martin of her home city of 
Tours. In 597 Augustine and forty monks sent by 
Pope Gregory to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons in 
England	were,	under	Bertha’s	influence,	allowed	
to preach at Canterbury. Æthelbert, initially 
suspecting the monks of sorcery soon converted 
to	Christianity	and	the	first	cathedral	was	built	with	
Augustine appointed as Archbishop. Five hundred 
years later the martyrdom of Thomas Becket 
in the 12th century cathedral led to his shrine 
becoming the most important in the country, 
and after Rome, the chief shrine in Christendom.

We tell the story of Canterbury and examine the 
mediaeval industry of pilgrimage with visits to 
the 12th century pilgrim’s shelter of Eastbridge 
Hospital and the Cathedral. We will walk in Queen 
Bertha’s footsteps past the ruins of St Augustine’s 
Abbey to St. Martins, the oldest church in the 
entire English speaking world. We conclude this 
tour with a 2-course lunch and visit to Sandwich - 
once the main port of entry for pilgrims. 
You’ll be ready to head home at 4.00pm.

Canterbury Curios & Whitstable, 
Sandwich, Faversham or Wye
Available October – March to 31/3/18

After breakfast join the Blue Badge Guide on a 
short foray into the city to pick out the curios and 
little details that you’d miss on your own, including 
a remarkable 12th century hostel for pilgrims and 
the bookshop with its own Roman remains. 
We also visit the cathedral to discover the 
only King & Queen buried in Canterbury, the 
Archbishop who restored the King’s coffers 
with the no-win Morton’s Fork tax rule and Angel 
of	the	North	sculptor	Anthony	Gormley’s	floating	
body made of nails from the old cathedral roof. 

After elevenses back at the Lodge we head off to 
the destination of your choice for lunch and a tour:

Whitstable – quirky and delightful with picture 
postcard	cottages,	old	fishermen’s	huts	and	sail	
lofts on the beach and eccentric street names 
like Squeeze Gut Alley.

Sandwich – This ancient Cinque Port was once 
the landing place for Canterbury pilgrims but it is 
now a full two miles from the sea. This handsome 
and compact town is authentic, unspoilt and full 
of history.

Faversham – This is one of the most attractive 
and least known small towns in Kent with nearly 
500 listed buildings. Quite charming.

Wye – Kentish old world charm in this decidedly 
upscale little-visited gem way off the beaten track. 
You can add a visit to the McArthurGlen Designer 
Outlet at Ashford to the Wye afternoon option.

On all Canterbury Cathedral SleepOvers you 
can add a 3-course Sunday dinner at the Lodge 
exclusively for your group for £30pp.



Arrive Sunday afternoon to settle into your rooms. 
In the evening take a seat in the Banqueting Suite 
for a three-course Gala Dinner followed by some 
high-class entertainment. The following day enjoy
a visit on the way home as described below.

Last Night of the Proms in Nottingham
16/17 April and 23/34 July 2017
A grand orchestral concert: evocative sounds of 
the war years (The Dam Busters, 633 Squadron, 
We’ll Meet Again), popular music of the 50s, 60s 
and	70s	and	some	iconic	film	and	theatre	music	
(James Bond, Titanic, Cats) alongside classical 
standards like Nessum Dorma and The 1812 
Overture	and	a	proper	flag	waving	finale	with	
Land of Hope and Glory, Rule Britannia, 
Jerusalem and the National Anthem. Following 
a cooked and continental style buffet breakfast 
we leave the hotel at 10.00am to travel about 
90 minutes to Stamford for a three hour visit to 
Elizabethan Burghley House - the backdrop to 
films	including	Pride	&	Prejudice,	Elizabeth	the	
Golden Age and The Da Vinci Code. There is 
a café on site where you can buy a light lunch 
before continuing the journey home at 2.30pm.

Big Band Nights in Nottingham
4/5 June 2017 Big Band Swing Night 
29/30 October 2017 Salute to James Last 
The Mike James Orchestra & Singers is a vibrant 
professional big band with a powerful signature 
brass section, whip tight rhythm and talented 
soloists and vocalists. On Monday visit Burghley 
House on the way home as above.

Festive Big Band SleepOver Nottingham
3/4 December 2017 
Big Band & Gala dinner Sunday. On Monday we 
depart 10.00am & drive to Birmingham (75 mins)
for a three hour visit to enjoy the Frankfurt Style 
Christmas Market and a two-course lunch with 
coffee (included) before heading home at 2.30pm.

Big Band SleepOver Staverton Park, Daventry
Broadway Musicals 13/14 August 2017
3-course Gala Dinner and Broadway Musicals 
with the Mike James Orchestra & Singers. For the 
Monday three-hour visit on the way home choose 
between the WW2 Code Breaking HQ at Bletchley 
Park or Stratford Upon Avon for Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage and Shakespeare’s Birthplace. Both 
options are a 75 minute drive from Daventry.

The £20 million 4* De Vere Orchard Hotel,          
Nottingham is a stylish and award winning        
modern eco-friendly hotel opened in 2012. 
Mini-gym to make up the big dinner!

The De Vere Venues Staverton Park at Daventry 
is a 3* hotel and conference centre set in 300 
landscaped acres of countryside. There is a pool 
so do bring a costume if you enjoy a swim.

On all Big Band SleepOvers a gala 3-course 
dinner with coffee is served before an evening 
of entertainment and a cooked and continental 
buffet style breakfast is served at the hotel on the 
Monday morning before we check out and board 
the coach to head for an enjoyable visit on the 
way home.

Big Band SleepOvers 2017

•	 One night ‘s accommodation
•	 Gala 3-course dinner with coffee
•	 Mike James Orchestra & Singers concert
•	 Cooked & Continental Style Buffet Breakfast
•	 Admissions for the Monday visit
•	 2-course lunch on Birmingham Dec ‘17 option
•	 10 rooms for singles free of supplement
•	 Free driver room, board & overnight parking
•	 Free place for the group organiser 
•	 Based on minimum 25 people

4* Orchard Hotel, Nottingham £129pp 

3* Staverton Park, Daventry £119pp 

Available: Various dates as listed above



•	 One night 4* accommodation 
•	 3 Course, 3 choice dinner with coffee 
•	 Full Cooked Breakfast 
•	 Free drivers half board & parking
•	 Free organiser place across the tour
•	 10 rooms for singles free of supplement
•	 2 Hour Sunday Afternoon Tea cruise 
•	 Visit to Panacea Society Museum
•	 Visit Kathy’s Garden or Bletchley Park

£175pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available 11/12 June, 2/3 July & 25/26 Sept 2017 
Sunday/Monday

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 25

Based at the handsome 4* Georgian Swan Hotel, 
in Bedford’s Cultural Quarter, overlooking the 
Great Ouse, this two day break is a real treat for 
2017. If you don’t know Bedford it will come as 
a very pleasant surprise. With an afternoon tea 
cruise exclusively for your group, a 3-course, 
3-choice Sunday evening dinner and a cooked 
breakfast we suggest that you come hungry! 
And not just for food but also for knowledge too 
because on the Monday we have a really 
enjoyable day for you with the Blue Badge Guide.

Arrive Sunday lunchtime to drop your bags at the 
hotel before stepping aboard a boat alongside 
the hotel to collect you for an exclusive two hour 
afternoon tea cruise. Free time after that to enjoy 
the Roman style pool or maybe some will enjoy 
the free Cecil Higgins Museum & Gallery which is 
immediately behind the hotel to enjoy the beautiful 
paintings, ceramics and glass. Then time to relax 
and freshen up before a three course, three 
choice dinner with coffee is served at the hotel. 

On the Monday morning, after a cooked breakfast, 
the Blue Badge Guide arrives to take you for a 
day of clangers and cults with a dash of clematis 
or code breaking thrown in! We begin with a 
short stroll through the compact heart of Bedford 
uncovering the links to Glenn Miller, Bob Hope 
& Bing Crosby, the BBC’s wartime Somewhere 

in England and we visit the very quirky museum 
of a now-defunct cult of middle class ladies who 
took tea on the lawn certain in their belief that the 
Messiah was coming back to live in a terraced 
Bedford house. Yes really! It’s extraordinary and 
quite unforgettable and don’t worry no one is 
going to recruit you - the last member died in 2012 
leaving a multi-million pound trust fund to open the 
museum as well as the chapel and the houses of 
the founding members.         

Next a choice. Either an attractive country drive 
to visit judge’s wife Kathy Brown’s unusual and 
interesting manor house garden in the nearby 
village of Stevington where garden rooms recreate 
famous paintings and a Vintage Tea with edible 
flowers	from	the	garden	will	be	served	to	see	you	
on your way home at 4.00pm or:

We visit Bletchley Park home of the World War 
Two Code Breakers including Alan Turing and 
the once secret, now famous, Enigma Machine. 
Step back in time and enjoy highly atmospheric 
soundscapes playing snatches of conversation, 
music, laughter and even a hint of romance, as 
well as the noises of bicycle bells and steam trains 
to conjure up how it would have sounded during 
World War Two and visit the special exhibition 
around	the	blockbuster	film	The	Imitation	Game.

The Bedford Sunday Night SleepOver

4* Swan Hotel, The Embankment, Bedford

Overlooking the Great Ouse River in Bedford town 
centre, this 18th-century spa hotel has 113 rooms 
and all of them have been recently refurbished. 
The beautiful Roman baths inspired pool is open 
from 7am to 10pm and there’s also a jacuzzi - 
with no children allowed on Sundays! 
Lift	to	all	floors.

Available: Various dates as listed above
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Beloved of generations of Londoners, Southend 
is a great base for this three day break anytime of 
the year. The 4* Park Inn by Radisson Palace at 
Southend-on-Sea looks out over the water on the 
Western Esplanade within a few minutes’ walk of 
the beach, gardens and shops. Nearby the 
popular Cliffs Pavilion offers a programme ranging 
from	West	End	musicals	to	comedy	and	film.

Day One: Midday - meet the Blue Badge Guide at 
Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome near Maldon 
in Essex for a two course lunch with coffee in the 
jolly bunting hung Mess Hall before stepping back 
100 years to hear the story of the men tasked with 
bringing down the Zeppelins. This is also a noted 
wildlife sanctuary that features regularly on BBC’s 
Spring and Autumn Watch programmes. Next a 
coach tour of lonely creeks and wide horizons with 
a dash of witchcraft before arriving in Southend to 
check in at the hotel by 4.30pm. 

A three-course three-choice dinner is served in 
the sea-view hotel restaurant this evening. 
Enjoy a walk along the front after dinner or 
try your luck at the in-house casino.

Day Two: Breakfast at the hotel. Blue Badge 
guided tour 10.00am to 4.30pm including a 
2 course lunch with coffee. Tour choices are:
Essex Gardens: RHS Hyde Hall, Beth Chatto 
Garden, Abberton Reservoir. Lunch in Colchester. 
The Forgotten Essex Explorer: The Romney 
Marsh of Essex, St Peters-on-the wall, Burnham 
on Crouch, Chelmer & Blackwater cruise. 
Lunch at Danbury.
Silk & Spies: An intriguing day, Warner Silk 
Archive and a quirky and fascinating private with 
the real James Bond’s gadgets. Carvery lunch 
in	picture	postcard	Finchingfield. 
Man Made Wonders of Essex: Abberton 
Reservoir, The Colne Valley, beautiful Cressing 
Temple	and	a	carvery	lunch	in	Finchingfield.

Day Three: After a leisurely breakfast at the hotel 
the day is yours. You might want to sit on the 
beach, explore the Kursaal or take a short coach 
transfer to enjoy the quaint smuggling haunt of 
Old Leigh - world famous for its cockles. Check 
out at the hotel is 11.00am but you can decide 
when to start your drive home. 

The Essex Curios SleepOver

£229pp Based on minimum 25 people
Available October 2016 - October 2017 

Total Tour Coach Mileage:  150

•	 Two nights 4* accommodation
•	 Day 1 admissions & 2 course lunch 
•	 All admissions/cruises for Day 2 choice
•	 2-course lunch with coffee for Day 2 tour
•	 Cooked breakfasts both mornings
•	 3-course, 3 choice dinners both nights
•	 10 single rooms free of supplement
•	 Free organiser place across the tour
•	 Free driver half board & all parking

You can read full descriptions of the 
Day Two Tour choices in our main day 
trips brochure or online at our website
www.cityandvillagetours.com.

4* Park Inn by Radisson Palace, Southend-on-Sea

This sylish 137 bedroom hotel is on the Western 
Esplanade looking out over the River Thames. 
There	is	a	bar,	lounge,	casino	and	fitness	centre.	
Breakfast and dinner are served in the bright and 
modern sea-view restaurant. 



 

Available October 2016 - October 2017 

•	 2 nights at the 4* Ufford Park Hotel
•	 3-choice, 3-course dinners each night
•	 Cooked breakfasts each morning
•	 Porterage
•	 2-course lunch in East Bergholt
•	 Two days with Blue Badge Tour Guide
•	 Visits to Flatford Mill or Ipswich
•	 Visits to Framlingham or Woodbridge
•	 Visit to Aldeburgh and Southwold
•	 90 minute River Deben Cruise
•	 Visit to Suffolk Food Hall
•	 10 single rooms without supplement
•	 Free drivers half board & parking
•	 Free organiser place

£249pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available February - November 2017 
Mon/Tue/Wed, Tue/Wed/Thur or Wed/Thur/Fri

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 140

This three day break will show you some of the 
very best of Suffolk and has the added bonus of 
a built in option to leave your golfers behind while 
you enjoy a day exploring the Suffolk Coast with 
a top notch Blue Badge Guide.

Day One: Aim to arrive at midday in East Bergholt, 
just off the A12, about half way between Ipswich 
and Colchester, to meet the Blue Badge Guide 
for a light lunch at an attractive village pub. 
John Constable was born here: he was baptised 
in	the	church	opposite	the	pub	where	we	find	
an unusual bell cage. You can choose a visit to 
Flatford Mill to see the idyllic setting for the 
Haywain or opt for a short walking tour in the 
mediaeval heart of Ipswich to see the cake-icing 
Ancient House in the Buttermarket.

We’ll aim to arrive at Ufford Park to check in 
at 4.00pm so that there is time to settle in and 
explore before a 3-choice, 3-course dinner is
served in the evening. Why not bring your 
costumes and enjoy a splash in the pool and a 
lounge in the sauna, steam and jacuzzi?

Day Two: The Suffolk Coast. On Tuesdays we 
visit picture postcard Framlingham where it is 
market day. If not we’ll visit riverside Woodbridge 
with the boat building, sail and rope making that 
dates back to the Middle Ages. Next to Aldeburgh 
where the Moot Hall, once in the town centre, 
now teeters at the water’s edge. A lovely drive via 
the House in the Clouds takes us to Edwardian 
Southwold where candy coloured beach huts line 
the shore. We’ll have 3 hours here to enjoy this 
elegant town. Golfers can stay behind to play the 
championship golf course for which option green 
fees of £18pp are payable when you book the trip.

Day Three: Breakfast and check out this morning 
then a Tale of Two Rivers with a short drive to 
Old	Waldringfield	for	a	90	minute	cruise	along	the	
River Deben before calling in at the Suffolk Food 
Hall with panoramic views across the River Orwell 
where you can buy a light lunch and enjoy a stroll 
through this showcase for Suffolk foods and 
maybe take something home for your tea?
You can be heading home by 3.00/3.30pm. 

Suffolk Coast & Countryside

Ufford Park 4* Golf & Spa Resort, Woodbridge

Set in 120 acres of historic parkland with views 
over the Deben Valley this 90 bedroom low rise 
hotel	has	a	fitness	suite	and	indoor	swimming	pool	
as well as an undulating 18-hole championship, 
par-71 golf course, as used by the PGA EuroPro 
Tour,	and	two-tier	floodlit	driving	range	with	heated	
bays. Low rise hotel with lifts.
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A three day break staying in the heart of Sussex. 
Buxted	Park	is	a	magnificent	Georgian	Palladian	
country	house	hotel	set	in	300	acres	of	the	finest	
Ashdown Forest parkland. This tour combines our  
Ashdown Forest Explorer, Sussex & The Prairie 
Gardens and Mad Jack Fuller Country tours.

On day one arrive at Saint Hill Manor at midday 
for a 2-course lunch in the extraordinary Monkey 
Room named for the series of murals painted by 
a nephew of Winston Churchill for an American 
Ambassador’s wife. A succession of equally 
distinguished and eclectic owners from the 
Maharajah	of	Jaipur	to	the	prolific	science-fiction	
author and founder of Scientology L Ron Hubbard 
have each left their stamp on this 18th century 
house as we discover on an intimate tour with 
no roped off areas. 

The manor lunch and visit is followed by a coach 
tour of the Ashdown Forest with a top notch Blue 
Badge Guide before we arrive to check into the
Buxted Park Hotel where every bedroom looks 
out onto the immaculate gardens. 

This evening enjoy the chef’s three course dinner 
in the 2 AA Rosette restaurant with three choices   
for each course. 

On day two there’s a free morning after breakfast 
to enjoy the hotel and grounds. Sit on the terrace 
and take in the views and fresh air, take a stroll 
though the grounds and see if you can spot the 
deer	or	borrow	a	fishing	rod	and	head	to	the	lakes.	

At midday we head into Lewes with the Blue 
Badge Guide for free time to buy a light lunch 
before a sweeping panoramic tour of the South 
Downs & Devils Dyke and a visit to the wonderful 
Sussex Prairie Gardens where tea and cake are 
served. Before returning to our hotel we stop at 
a handsome 4* hotel in beautiful Bramber for a 
2-course carvery with coffee.

On day three we check out after breakfast and 
head off with the Blue Badge Guide for a tour of 
Mad Jack Fuller Country. Fuller was an eccentric 
Georgian squire who built a series of follies in 
some of the highest and most attractive 
countryside in all of England. We also visit the 
pretty town of Battle and take in a bit of 1066 
& All That with a tour of Battle Abbey where you 
can buy a light lunch before heading for home 
by 3.00/3.30pm

•	 2 nights 4 * accommodation 
•	 3 course, 3 choice chef’s evening meal (day 1)
•	 Full cooked breakfast both days
•	 Free drivers half board & overnight parking
•	 Free organiser place across the tour
•	 5 rooms for singles free of supplement        
•	 2 course lunch and coffee at Saint Hill Manor
•	 Ashdown Forest guided tour
•	 Free time for lunch in Lewes
•	 Sussex Prairie Garden visit with tea & cake
•	 2 course carvery dinner with coffee (day 2)
•	 Guided Mad Jack Fuller tour
•	 Entrance to Battle Abbey

The Super Swish Sussex SleepOver

£345pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available May-Oct 2017
Mon/Tue/Wed ▪ Tue/Wed/Thur or Wed/Thur/Fri

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 150

4* Buxted Park Hotel, Uckfield, East Sussex
A	magnificent	Georgian	Palladian	mansion,	set	in	
300 acres of parkland, part of the Ashdown Forest. 
The night sky here is quite marvellous. Buxted 
Park has played host to the rich and famous for 
centuries from William Wordsworth and Winston 
Churchill to Marlon Brando. The accent is on high 
quality	surroundings,	rooms,	fixtures,	and	facilities.	
Enjoy	fine	dining	in	the	2*	AA	Rosette	restaurant	
under head chef Mark Carter.



Available May-Oct 2017
Mon/Tue/Wed ▪ Tue/Wed/Thur or Wed/Thur/Fri

•	 Executive coach travel throughout *
•	 4 nights 4* accommodation 
•	 Cooked breakfasts every day
•	 3-course, 3-choice evening dinners
•	 Lunch & tour at Saint Hill Manor
•	 Two days out with Blue Badge Guide
•	 Visit Lancing College
•	 Visit the Sistine Chapel church at Goring
•	 Free time in Worthing
•	 Free mid week rest day in Eastbourne
•	 Brighton i360 or Sussex Prairie Garden
•	 Bluebell Railway with Ploughman’s Lunch
•	 10 single rooms without supplement
•	 Free organiser place across the tour

£495pp Based on minimum 25 people 

Available March to October 2017 
Monday to Friday

*	This	five	day	break	includes	all	admissions	and	
executive coaching for groups coming from within 
a 160 mile range of Eastbourne. We are happy to 
quote	for	groups	coming	from	farther	afield.

This	five	day	break	is	based	at	a	premier	
4* seafront hotel in Eastbourne. With three 
theatres, sandy beaches, the Towner Art Gallery 
and the famous Carpet Gardens Eastbourne is 
a great base for a week away. We’ve designed 
a 5 day itinerary that mixes guided tours with 
special visits and free time to do your own thing.

Day One: On the way to Eastbourne we’ve 
arranged for a 2-course lunch with coffee in the 
beautiful Monkey Room followed by a house tour 
at Georgian Saint Hill Manor in the Ashdown 
Forest. Arrive at the hotel by 4.00pm to check 
in and get ready for a 3-course, 3-choice dinner. 

Day Two: 10.30am to 4.30pm: One of our most 
popular Blue Badge Guided tours - The Sussex 
Coastal Curios with visits to the soaring chapel 
of Lancing College and the remarkable Sistine 
Chapel church at Goring with free time for lunch 
and a paddle in Worthing. Dinner at the hotel.

Day Three: A free day to enjoy Eastbourne. Visit 
the Towner Art Gallery (free), take a stroll along 
the Carpet Gardens, seek out the Italian Gardens 
or sit on the beach with a good book and make a 
pilgrimage to Fusciardis Italian Ice Cream Parlour.

Day Four: 10am to 5pm: Blue Badge Guided Tour.
Choose from:

Views & Vistas - From Beachy Head and the 
South Downs to the hill-top town of Lewes where 
we stop for free time for lunch and the new i360 
on Brighton Beach. An exhilarating day.  

Sussex & the Prairie Garden - Explore the 
Adur Valley dotted with pretty villages, stop for 
free time for lunch in picture postcard Steyning 
and visit the Sussex Prairie Garden one of the 
most exciting new gardens in England. As well 
as	the	massive	flower	beds	that	you	can	walk	
through (yes through!) there are interesting and 
quirky art displays plus home made cake and tea 
on the terrace before heading back to Eastbourne 
with plenty of time for a nap before dinner.

Day Five: Wave goodbye to Eastbourne and 
following an hour’s drive one last treat - steam 
through the glorious Sussex countryside and 
enjoy a Ploughman’s lunch on board the Bluebell 
Railway.	You’ll	be	ready	to	begin	the	final	leg	of	
your journey home by 2.30pm.

Sussex Coastal Curios & The South Downs

  

4* Cavendish Hotel, Seafront, Eastbourne

This impressive Victorian hotel commands the premier 
position on Eastbourne’s Grand Parade opposite the 
Band Stand. There’s a spa, lounge, bar, library, grand 
sea	view	restaurant	and	a	lift	to	all	floors.	5	minute	
walk to Devonshire Park Theatre, Towner Gallery 
and Eastbourne Pier.
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This	carefully	crafted	five-day	break	explores	
the coast and countryside with visits to Walmer 
Castle and the White Cliffs, the Battle of Britain 
Memorial, Deal, the Romney Marsh with a ride   
on the famous miniature railway to Dungeness for 
fish	&	chips	at	the	legendary	Pilot	Inn	plus	two	of	
the outstanding treasures of the Kent countryside 
– Vita Sackville-West’s gardens at Sissinghurst 
Castle and the Port Lympne Reserve. 

Day One: En route to the coast stop for a midday 
light lunch and visit at Victoria Sackville-West’s 
Sissinghurst Castle. Arrive at the hotel by 
4.00pm to check in and relax before dinner.

Day Two: 10.00am – 4.45pm: With the Blue 
Badge Guide: The Kent Downs, Battle of Britain 
Memorial Scramble Experience, panoramic views 
from the White Cliffs of Dover, unspoilt Deal for 
free	time	to	buy	lunch	and	Walmer	Castle	–	official	
residence of the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports.
  
Day Three: Free day. Enjoy the town and beach. 
2017 sees the 4th Folkestone Triennial public art 
festival. Walk along the Leas to the Old Town for a 

Triennial guide and explore. Or take the local bus 
to Littlestone Championship Links, Dungeness 
RSPB Reserve, Dover Castle or Canterbury. 

Day Four: 10.00am - 4.45pm Rye & The 
Romney Marsh with the Blue Badge Guide 
including a mediaeval marsh church, a visit to 
the station museum and a ride on the miniature 
railway to Dungeness  to see the unique mix of 
fishermen’s	cottages	and	homes	made	from	old	
railway carriages including Derek Jarman’s 
Prospect Cottage and famous garden. Fresh 
fish	&	chips	is	served	at	the	legendary	Pilot	Inn	
before an afternoon exploring lovely Rye.

Day Five: Our week away concludes with an 
exhilarating safari at Port Lympne on the slopes 
of the old Saxon shore with far reaching views 
across the Romney Marsh and out to sea. This 
important breeding sanctuary returns endangered 
species to the wild including black rhinos and 
gorillas. This visit will send you all home with 
broad smiles. There’s time to see the gorilla 
feeding time, visit the big cats and the little 
meerkats and buy a light lunch before 
beginning the drive home at 3.00pm.

•	 Executive Coach Travel throughout *
•	 4 nights accommodation 
•	 3 course, 3 choice meal every night
•	 Full cooked breakfast every morning
•	 10 rooms free of single supplement
•	 Blue Badge Guide for two full days
•	 Absolutely all admissions & train fares               
•	 Light lunch at Sissinghurst Castle
•	 2-course	fish	&	chip	lunch	Pilot	Inn
•	 Free organiser place inc. everything

* Based on groups coming from 
   up to 160 miles from Folkestone. 
   We are happy to quote for groups 
			coming	from	further	afield.

Sissinghurst & The Cinque Ports

Saver 3* £469pp March-Oct ‘17
Based on 25 people. 
Prices include all coaching and £90 
worth of admissions and day trip lunches

3* Available March - October 2017 
Monday to Friday

3* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone
This family run 60 room hotel is one of the Grand 
Dames of the Edwardian West End and it is 
Folkestone’s highest rated 3* hotel. The hotel’s 
housekeeping is immaculate. Walk long the cliff top 
Leas Promenade and take the Funicular Railway 
down to the sandy beach or walk into town and 
explore the Old Town Creative Quarter, the Harbour 
and Old Fish Market. The 4th Folkestone Triennial 
public art festival is here June to late Sept 2017.



•	 2 nights 4* Alexandra House Hotel
•	 Full cooked breakfast every morning
•	 3-course, 3-choice dinner every night
•	 10 single rooms free of supplement
•	 Free organiser place across the tour
•	 Free driver room, meals & parking
•	 Blue Badge Tour guide all three days
•	 2 course carvery lunch with coffee 
•	 Admission to Cogges Manor Farm 
•	 Tea & Cake & Abbey House Gardens
•	 2 course lunch in Fairford
•	 Donation to Fairford Church
•	 30-minute Thames River Cruise 

£249pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available April to September 2017
Sunday/Monday/Tuesday 

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 175

Ask us for a quote including coaching or
don’t forget to tell your coach company that driver 
half board & overnight coach parking is included.

This three-day tour staying with dinner, bed 
and breakfast at a 4* hotel brings together 
three popular City & Village Tours itineraries: 
The Downton Abbey Matinee Explorer, Cotswolds  
Gold and The Cotswolds River Thames Explorer. 

Come and meet the Blue Badge Guide at midday 
on the Sunday for a 2-course carvery lunch with 
coffee in a very attractive restaurant overlooking 
the beautiful Windrush Valley in the Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds. This afternoon we are going to show 
you	the	Downton	Abbey	outdoor	filming	locations	
with visits to Bampton, which is Downton Village, 
to see Isobel Crawford’s house, the Downton 
Cottage Hospital and that cottage that has given 
Mrs Patmore so much trouble. We also visit 
Yew Tree Farm (Cogges Manor Farm) before 
continuing on to check into our 4* accommodation 
near Swindon for time to relax and freshen up 
before a three-course, three-choice dinner.

On Monday morning following a big cooked 
breakfast we’re off to enjoy some Cotswolds Gold. 
Enjoy a scenic tour through the Gloucestershire 
Golden Valleys - this is Laurie Lee country, the 

inspiration for his childhood memoir, Cider With 
Rosie. We visit Painswick, Queen of the Thames, 
where 99 ornamentally clipped yews form a 
churchyard maze and stop for free time to buy 
lunch in well-heeled Tetbury famous for its royal 
connections. In the afternoon we head to ancient 
Malmesbury and the glorious Abbey House 
Gardens set against the dramatic backdrop of the 
town’s	ruined	Benedictine	Abbey.	The	first	King	of	
all England is buried somewhere in these gardens 
and two saints were thrown down the well! 
Tea and cake is served before returning to the 
hotel with time enough for an optional snooze 
before tonight’s three choice, course dinner.

On Tuesday morning following breakfast we 
check out and head off to trace the origin of the 
mighty River Thames including a short cruise 
on an Edwardian style launch to the highest 
navigable point on the Thames at Lechlade and 
a visit to Fairford to see England’s only complete 
set of mediaeval glass and enjoy a 2 course lunch 
with coffee before heading home at 3.30pm.

The Cotswolds Explorer

4* Alexandra House Hotel, Wroughton, Wilts

Alexandra House is a modern and stylish 4* hotel 
set in 20 acres of beautiful Cotswolds countryside 
at Wroughton 4.5 miles from Swindon and 6 miles 
from Junction 16 on the M4. The hotel offers a 
sophisticated restaurant and bar, comfortable 
lounge areas plus an indoor pool, sauna, 
exercise room and outdoor tennis courts.
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Sunday: Meet the Blue Badge Tour Guide 
in the West End at midday for a 2-course 
carvery lunch at the Strand Palace Hotel 
before a Thames River Cruise to Greenwich 
to visit the Cutty Sark before checking into 
our hotel around teatime. The family run 
Clarendon Hotel overlooks Blackheath 
where the London Marathon starts. 
The evening is yours - Blackheath Village is 
on your doorstep with over 20 different places 
to eat from charming pubs to great restaurants.
Monday: A leisurely start to the day. Enjoy a 
cooked breakfast before the Blue Badge Guide 
arrives at 10.30am for a Greenwich sightseeing 
day. You’ll visit Greenwich Park, the Old Royal 
Observatory, the newly refurbished Queens House 
and National Maritime Museum where there is 
free time to buy a light lunch and the beautiful 
Painted Hall & Chapel. We return to the hotel by 
3.30pm allowing time for a disco-nap before a 
filling	High	Tea	is	served	at	5.00pm	ready	to	leave	
the hotel by 6.00pm for a night at the theatre - you 
can choose top price seats from a selection of top 
shows - members can choose different shows.

Tuesday:  After breakfast and hotel check out the 
Blue Badge Guide arrives at 10.00am to take you 
for	a	return	flight	on	the	Thames	Cable	Car	and	a	
visit to Eltham Palace. Time to buy a light lunch at 
the Palace before heading for home at 3.00pm. 
West End Theatre Show Choices
This SleepOver includes a top price ticket for your 
choice of West End show: stalls or dress circle - 
you tell us which you prefer. Shows vary through 
the year so we’ll tell you exactly what’s on offer for 
your choice of dates but at the time of publication 
this is the list that you can choose from:

The Phantom of the Opera (Her Majesty’s) 
•	Jersey Boys	(Piccadilly)	•	Les Miserables (Queens) 
•	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Theatre Royal 
Drury	Lane)	•	The Bodyguard (Dominion)	•	Mamma 
Mia (Novello)	•	Motown the Musical (Shaftesbury) 
•	Thriller Live! (Lyric)	▪	The Play that Goes Wrong 
(Duchess)	▪	Woman in Black	(Fortune)	▪	Guys & Dolls 
(Phoenix)	▪	Sunny Afternoon  (Harold Pinter) 
▪	Beautiful (Aldwych)	▪	The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night Time	(Gielgud)	▪	An Inspector Calls
(The Playhouse Theatre)

•	 2 nights 3* hotel accommodation (B&B)
•	 Cooked breakfasts each morning
•	 Strand Palace Hotel 2-course Carvery 
•	 Monday Pre-Theatre Hotel High Tea 
•	 Thames River Cruise to Greenwich 
•	 The Cutty Sark 
•	 Old Royal Observatory
•	 Royal Hospital Painted Hall & Chapel 
•	 Eltham Palace
•	 Return ride on the Thames Cable Car
•	 10 single rooms free of supplement 
•	 Driver B&B & Overnight parking
•	 Blue Badge Guide every day
•	 Free Organiser Place  
•	 Top Price Theatre Ticket 

Royal Greenwich & West End Theatre

£295pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available all year 2016 & 2017 
Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 50

The 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath 

A row of handsome eighteenth century 
residences, with commanding views across 
the open grassland of Blackheath to Royal 
Greenwich Park and 20th century additions to 
the rear of the hotel. 175 rooms with views of the 
heath or the delightful secluded, walled garden 
to the rear, which is open to residents. 
The Clarendon Hotel has been independently 
owned by the same family for over 40 years. 
The housekeeping is impeccable. 



Available all year 2016 & 2017 
Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 

£159pp Based on minimum 25 people

Available selected Sunday/Mondays 
April to October 2017

Total Tour Coach Mileage 35

Two thousand years ago the Romans enjoyed 
indoor plumbing at their villas but until a couple 
of hundred years ago Londoners were still 
throwing the contents of their chamber pots 
out of the window. The streets of London were 
shaped by its many rivers but where once they 
served the city, as the population grew so they 
became its deadliest problem. 

In 1858 the long hot summer turned into The 
Great Stink as the Thames turned into an open 
sewer. Something had to be done and that 
something was one of the most remarkable feats 
of civil engineering ever seen. Join us for a unique 
SleepOver that tells the story of London’s lost 
rivers with a visit to Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s 
Cathedral of Sewage on a special steaming day. 
On day two we’ll tell the story of London’s Lost 
Rivers with a Thames river cruise, and a Lost 
Rivers walking and coach tour following the River 
Fleet from the Thames up to its source on 
Hampstead Heath where we end the tour with 
a visit to beautiful Kenwood House.

Come and meet the Blue Badge Guide at midday 
on the Sunday for a 2-course lunch before we 
visit the Cathedral of Sewage. You’ll visit the Great 

Stink exhibition and don a hard hat to go into 
the engine room and see the beautifully restored 
Prince	Consort	engine	fired	up	and	under	steam.	

It’s a short drive from Crossness to the Clarendon 
Hotel on Blackheath near the gates to Greenwich 
Park where we will arrive to check in at 5.00pm 
with plenty of time to brush up before a 3-choice, 
3-course dinner is served. 

On Monday morning after check out we’ll drive 
down to Greenwich to join a one hour Thames 
Cruise to Westminster where we step ashore on 
Bazalgette’s Victoria Embankment built to house 
his massive sewer! We’ll tell the story of spending 
a penny from Cloacina the Roman Goddess of 
Sewers to the terrible reign of King Cholera. 
We track London’s lost rivers and follow the Fleet 
from the Thames up to its source on Hampstead 
Heath where we visit Kenwood House, a grand 
18th century house gifted to the nation by the 
Guinness family.

There will be time to buy a light lunch on arrival at 
Kenwood House and you’ll be all set to start the 
drive home at 3.30pm.  

The Great Stink & London’s Lost Rivers

•	 One night at the 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath
•	 3-course, 3-choice dinner at the hotel
•	 Cooked and continental style breakfast
•	 Blue Badge Guide both days
•	 2-course lunch on Sunday
•	 Visit to Crossness Engines Steaming Day
•	 London’s Lost Rivers guided tour
•	 Thames Cruise
•	 Visit to Kenwood House
•	 10 rooms for singles without supplement
•	 Free driver half board & overnight parking
•	 Free place for the group organiser

3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath
This is a super hotel that has been run by the 
same family for the past 40 years. The welcome 
is warm and the housekeeping is immaculate. It’s 
ideally located up on Blackheath for this Sunday 
and Monday SleepOver. There are 175 rooms, 
some in the old Georgian town houses that face 
the heath and some in the modern wings which 
look out over the private gardens.
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By popular demand this SleepOver is for groups 
who would like to see the London enjoyed by 
our visitors from all over the world. Because 
why should the tourists have all the fun?  

Day One:  Arrive to meet your top notch Blue 
Badge Guide for a 2-course lunch with coffee 
at midday (or arrive earlier if you wish at no extra 
cost). We are going to take you on an exhilarating 
panoramic coach tour of London to show you all 
the most famous sights from Trafalgar Square 
to the Houses of Parliament and from St Paul’s 
Cathedral to the Tower of London plus some 
capital curios that many visitors miss. Delight in 
the majesty of one of the greatest cities on earth.  

The Guide assists your hotel check in at 4.30pm. 
The evening is yours. The 3* St Giles, Bloomsbury 
has a choice of restaurants on site to buy supper 
or take a little stroll out into the streets: you are 
but a stone’s throw from Oxford Street. A night at 
the 4* Strand Palace Hotel includes a 3-course 
carvery dinner and the hotel is a few minutes’ walk 
from Covent Garden. Treat yourself to a night at 
the 5* Hyatt Andaz at Liverpool Street and enjoy 
complimentary wine and canapés and explore 
Spitalfields	and	Brick	Lane	for	dinner	options.

Day Two: After breakfast the Blue Badge Guide 
assists with check out ready for a second day of 
capital treats. What would you like to do today? 
How about the Guard Change and a tour of 
Westminster Abbey? A river cruise and the Tower 
of London? Kensington Palace and the Royal 
Parks? The Houses of Parliament? Royal London 
with a visit to Buckingham Palace? The Many 
Queens of England with Clarence House? 

The package price includes £25 worth of 
admissions and or lunches for Day Two. 
We’ll plan the itinerary with you and if you 
don’t use all the £25 we’ll take the balance 
off the package price. 

Some iconic London attractions are free so you 
can opt to plan Day Two around a selection of  
free attractions like the British Museum or National 
Gallery with some free time to buy lunch and save 
that £25 from the off.  We will tailor the itinerary, 
including the walking content, to deliver the 
perfect Iconic London experience for your group.

Tell us what time suits you to start the journey 
home - 3pm, 4pm, 6pm? It’s your call. 

It’s your London.

One night 3*, 4* or 5* accommodation 
•	 Day One 2-Course lunch with coffee
•	 Blue Badge Tour Guide both days
•	 3-course evening carvery with 4* hotel option
•	 £25 worth of Day Two admissions/lunches
•	 Free driver B&B & overnight parking
•	 5 single travellers free of supplement
•	 Free group organiser place

3* St Giles Bloomsbury, Bedford Avenue, WC1
Location, location, location! Budget hotel with 
compact rooms a stone’s throw from Oxford Street 
and within a short walk of Charing Cross and Soho. 
3 restaurants, a bar and a lounge. WiFi in public 
areas.	Lift	to	all	floors.

Iconic London SleepOver

Available Oct 16 - Dec 2017
3* & 4* Sun/Mon, 5*  Fri/Sat. Sat/Sun, Sun/Mon

Total Tour Coach Mileage: 25

4* Strand Palace Hotel, 372 Strand, WC2 
Landmark Edwardian West End hotel. 
Strand Palace Carvery has roast rib of 21 day 
aged premium beef, free range pork and 
English Rose turkey with all the beautifully
prepared fresh vegetables, lush gravies 
and sauces that you could expect from a 
top-drawer	carvery.	Lift	to	all	floors.
 
5* Hyatt Andaz, Liverpool Street, EC2
Luxury boutique hotel with dazzling modern 
interiors. Private group check in with 
complimentary tea & coffee. Free soft drink 
and snack mini-bar in the spacious rooms. 
Complimentary wine and canapés in the evening.
3* St Giles             £159pp   (B&B)
4* Strand Palace   £189pp   (DBB)
5* Hyatt Andaz      £209pp   (B&B)
All prices based on minimum 25 people



• Executive Coach Travel throughout *
• Return Ferry Crossings
•	 4 Nights 3* Accommodation
•	 Cooked & Continental breakfasts
•	 3-Course, 3-Choice evening meals
•	 Complimentary tea & coffee on arrival
•	 Free organiser place inc. everything
•	 5/10 rooms for singles without supplement
•	 2 days Blue Badge Guide
•	 Absolutely all admissions - Osborne House
				Brading	Roman	Villa	•	Steam	Railway	•	Dimbola	
				Lodge	•	Mottistone	Gardens	•	Fossil	Hunt		
				Carisbrooke	Castle	•	Ventnor	Botanic	Garden
*  Based on groups travelling up to 160 miles 
    to Southampton or Portsmouth.

April & Oct 2017 £449pp June-Sept 2017 £489pp
Mon-Fri, Fri-Tues or Tues-Sun
Based on minimum 25 people

You could be forgiven for thinking that the very 
spirit of old England has been distilled into a 
diamond shaped island set in a sparkling sea. 
We’ve been taking groups to the Isle of Wight 
on day trips for more than a decade - now we 
relish the opportunity to bring you a whole week 
of wonders on Victoria’s Diamond Isle. 

This	five	day	SleepOver includes executive 
coach travel and ferry crossings for up to 53 
people, four nights dinner, bed and breakfast 
at a hotel facing Sandown’s golden beach with 
evening entertainment on offer and a stimulating 
and varied programme of sightseeing including 
two days out with a top notch Blue Badge Guide.

Day One: After a midday ferry crossing enjoy 
a three hour visit to Queen Victoria’s beloved 
summer home Osborne House furnished with 
money raised by selling off the Royal Pavilion 
at Brighton. Arrive at the hotel by 5.00pm and 
check in with complimentary tea and coffee. 
Each night a three-course, three-choice dinner 
with coffee is served and there is optional 
entertainment in the ballroom.

Day Two: 10.00 to 4.30pm Blue Badge Guided 
Tour with an exhilarating Island panoramic taking 
in	downlands	and	soaring	cliffs,	fishing	villages,	

long beaches and farms fringed by woodland. 
Visits to Mottistone - an enchanting garden set 
in a secluded valley and Dimbola Lodge, the
home of Julia Margaret Cameron, a pioneer 
Victorian photographer. Free time for lunch at 
Yarmouth with an afternoon on the beach or 
optional two hour walk with the guide across 
Tennyson Down to Freshwater Bay.

Day Three: Free day. Enjoy the beach or take 
the train to Ryde, Shanklin or Brading.

Day Four: Blue Badge Guide 10.00am to 4.30pm 
On today’s itinerary we explore more of the varied 
Island landscapes in the company of a true Island 
expert with visits to Ventnor Botanic Garden and  
Carisbrooke Castle and we go fossil hunting with 
an expert on the Dinosaur Island.

Day Five: After breakfast we check out and visit 
the truly marvellous Brading Roman Villa before 
the late lunch time ferry crossing and drive home.

You can read a longer version of this and all of our 
SleepOver itineraries with lots of photographs of 
hotels and visits at www.cityandvillagetours.com.

Victoria’s Diamond Isle

3* Trouville Hotel, Esplanade, Sandown

Most of the 88 cosy and functional rooms have 
sea views and all are accessed by lift. Excellent 
housekeeping, service and food.  4 lanes of short 
mat bowls. Music and dancing in the hotel’s stylish 
ballroom - the largest on the island. Guests enjoy 
complimentary	tea	&	coffee	on	arrival.	Always	five	
rooms for singles without supplement, increased 
to ten rooms for groups with more than 40 people.
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Day Trip Booking Terms & Conditions
1.  All descriptions of tours included in this brochure are correct at the time of publication but we
  reserve the right to alter any tour description should this prove necessary, for example if a museum  
  or attraction changes its plans.
2.  We make every attempt to operate tours as described in this brochure.  Occasionally it is may 
       be necessary to alter the order and/or content of the itinerary. 
3.  In the event of the closure of an attraction or the suspension of a train or boat service on the day 
  of your visit, we will make every effort to arrange an alternative visit. Where admission charges 
       or train or boat fares etc have been included in your tour price, all such monies will be refunded 
      in full or used to pay for an alternative visit subject to the full agreement of the group leader.
4.  City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for any changes to the itinerary resulting from 
  the late arrival of a coach. If as a consequence of such the itinerary has to be shortened, no refunds  
  will be made. If the late arrival of a coach makes it impractical or impossible to visit a scheduled  
  attraction or partake in a train ride or boat cruise etc we will make a full refund of that part of the 
  tour payment if we ourselves are able to obtain a refund.
5.  City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for changes to or omissions from an itinerary
  resulting from the breakdown of a coach, boat, the Coca Cola London Eye, the Thames 
  Cable Car or a train etc. 
6. 	 When	booking	theatre	tickets,	you	will	be	sent	a	voucher	to	be	exchanged	at	the	theatre	box	office
  on the day of the performance for your tickets. It is your responsibility to arrive in good time to   
  collect tickets. No refunds will be given for missed performances, either due to the late arrival of  
  the customer or for any other reason. Theatre address and performance times will be printed on  
  your voucher.
7.  The coach hired by the customer must have one deck only and have a microphone and public
  address system in good working order. There must be a reserved front seat for the guide. 
       If any of these conditions are not met we reserve the right to refuse commentary on the coach.  
  No refunds will be made.
8.  All prices are based on known costs at time of publication and are valid to 31 March 2017 unless
  otherwise stated. We reserve the right to alter prices where necessary.
9.  If you have a complaint, please advise our guide immediately. If the matter cannot be put right at the
  time you must notify us in writing within 14 days. City & Village Tours Limited books food and drink  
	 	 stops	on	your	behalf.	Complaints	regarding	such	stops	must	be	notified	to	the	venue	management		
  at the time of the incident.  City & Village Tours Limited cannot accept any liability for complaints  
  arising from food or drink stops, if they have not  been raised with the venue at the time of your 
  visit to afford an opportunity to put matters right.
10. Prices in this brochure are inclusive of VAT charged under the Tour Operators’ Margin Scheme
11. The prices in this brochure are based on a minimum of 30 people per booking/tour guide unless
  otherwise stated. If you have fewer than 30 people in your group you will still have to pay for a   
  minimum of 30 people. The maximum group size is 57 people per tour guide. Single deck coaches  
  only please - a non-negotiable supplement of £6.00 per person is levied if you arrive in a double  
  deck coach or with more than 57 people. This charge must be paid before the tour can commence.

All prices in this brochure whether for day trips or SleepOvers of one or more nights’ duration 
include VAT which is charged under the Tour Operators Margin Scheme. All prices in this brochure 
are valid until 31 March 2017 unless otherwise stated. 

Jurisdiction: All contracts shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of 
England and Wales and the sole jurisdiction of the English Courts. 
City & Village Tours is registered in England: Company Number 4369991. 
Registered	Office:	California	Building,	Deals	Gateway,	London,	SE13	7SB

SleepOver Booking Terms & Conditions
These booking conditions which form the basis of your contract with City & Village Tours come into 
effect	when	we	have	received	your	initial	deposit	and	issue	our	confirmation	invoice	or	you	have	paid
for	the	holiday	in	full	and	we	issue	a	confirmation	and	receipt.	Your	SleepOver (by which we mean a 
holiday or short break of one or more nights’ duration) is operated by City & Village Tours Ltd and all 
accommodation and/or all other arrangements of whatever nature are made by City & Village Tours 
on behalf of you our client. The terms “operator”, “us”, “our” or “we” means City & Village Tours Ltd. By 
making	a	booking,	the	first	named	person	on	the	booking	is	the	tour	organiser	(“you”	“customer”,	“your”)	
who accepts these booking terms and conditions on behalf of all persons detailed on the booking and 
who will participate in the SleepOver holiday. 

100% Passenger Payment Protection
City & Village Tours is a company trading since 1988. We are committed to customer satisfaction and 
consumer	financial	protection.	At	no	extra	cost	to	you	and	in	accordance	with	The	Package	Travel,	
Package Tours Regulations 1992 all passengers booking holidays with City & Village Tours are fully 
insured for the initial deposits and subsequently the balance of monies detailed in your booking 
confirmation.	The	policy	also	includes	repatriation	if	required	arising	from	the	cancellation	or	curtailment	
of your travel arrangements due to the insolvency of City & Village Tours Limited. This insurance has 
been arranged by Towergate Chapman Stevens through HCCI International Insurance Company PLC.
Group Travel Organisers Liability
Every group organiser booking a SleepOver	holiday	package	with	City	&	Village	Tours	Ltd		benefits	
from free Group Travel Organisers Liability insurance arranged by Towergate Chapman Stevens through  
ETI		International	Travel	Protection	which	indemnifies	the	person	who	is	identified	to	City	&	Village	
Tours Ltd as the Group Travel Organiser who arranged the SleepOver holiday and is responsible for its 
administration and operation directly with City & Village Tours Ltd. A full copy of the terms and conditions 
of this insurance cover will be provided upon booking.
Booking Deposits & Holiday Payments
1. Group Reservation Deposit: If you book more than 180 days before the departure date you can make 
an initial group reservation with a £100 deposit which will remain refundable in full for 60 days from the 
date	of	confirmation	and	receipt	or	until	120	days	before	the	departure	date	whichever	is	the	shorter.	
At the end of 60 days after paying the initial group reservation deposit, or up to the day which falls 120 
days before the departure date, whichever is the shorter, if you do not wish to proceed with the booking 
please inform us in writing and your initial group reservation deposit will be refunded in full. 
2. Payment of Individual Deposits: 60 days after paying your initial group reservation deposit 
(or however many days remain until 120 days before the departure date) to proceed with the booking 
we ask for one completed booking form and deposits of £50 per person for SleepOvers up to £300 
per person in value and £100 per person for SleepOvers over £300 per person. 
If any individual cancels between now and 60 days before the holiday when the balance falls due 
we will refund the deposit less an admin charge of £5pp so long as 25 people remain on the booking.
3. 60 Days Before Departure - Paying the balance: The	final	balance	for	each	participant	is	due	no	
later than 60 days before the starting date of the tour. Late comers are welcome after this time subject 
to availability and receipt of payment in full. Bookings made less than 60 days before departure date 
are welcome subject to availability and the full payment is payable at the time of booking.
4. 59-8 Days Before Departure - Cancellations
Some refunds for cancellation within this period may be available and are limited to admission fees, 
boat and train fares, theatre tickets and day trip lunches.
5. Cancellations less Than 7 Days Before Departure Date: No refunds are available.
6. If accommodation (a room or cabin) has been booked for occupancy by two people and as a result 
of the cancellation of one person before departure becomes occupied by just one person a single 
supplement may be charged unless you have not used all the allocation of rooms for single occupation 
without supplement that are advertised as part of your package.



SleepOver Booking Terms & Conditions
If we do not receive the deposits or payments in cleared funds as detailed at the appropriate stages 
above	your	booking	will	not	be	accepted.	If	the	final	balance	of	payment	is	not	received	in	cleared	funds			
by 60 days before the departure date we reserve the right to treat your booking as cancelled and to 
apply the appropriate cancellation charges as detailed above.
Rooming Lists & Final Names
The	rooming	list	will	be	required	with	final	payment	but	names	and	tour	payments	are	transferable	
between individuals right up to the date of departure subject to an admin fee of £25 per amendment.
How You Can Pay For Your SleepOver
We will accept payment by cheque, credit card and debit card. Payments by credit card will be subject 
to a charge of 3%. There is no charge for payment by debit card, cheque or for BACS payment.
SleepOver Pricing Policy
We reserve the right to increase or decrease prices that are listed in our brochures, mini-brochures, 
website or in any other marketing materials due to error or an increase in costs, including, but not limited 
to, transportation costs, fuel surcharges, admission fees, boat and train fares, theatre ticketing etc.
We agree to absorb any increases in prices equivalent to 2% of the SleepOver price. Should it become 
necessary to apply a surcharge to the cost of your holiday we will notify you in writing no less than 30 
days before the departure date. Should the surcharge exceed 10% of the value of your SleepOver you 
will have up to 14 days from the issue of the surcharge to cancel your SleepOver and receive a full 
refund. Should an increase in our costs occur within 30 days of the departure date we undertake to 
absorb the full cost of such an increase and in return for this undertaking we make clear that no 
refunds will be made in the event of a decrease in costs at anytime before or during your SleepOver.
Special Requests: e.g.	for	accessible	rooms,	ground	or	low	floor	rooms,	or	adjoining	rooms	etc	
must be made in writing and are subject to availability with the hotel and cannot be guaranteed. 
We cannot be held responsible if these special requests cannot be met. We reserve the right to decline 
any booking if we feel unable to accommodate the needs of any particular client or where we believe 
that	the	medical	condition	or	disability	of	a	particular	client	is	likely	to	have	a	significant	adverse	effect	
on other customers booked for the same holiday. We further reserve the right to cancel any holiday and 
impose cancellation charges if we are not fully advised of any relevant disability or medical condition at 
the time the booking is made. This does not affect your statutory rights.
Complaints: The client is obliged to make the issue known to the supplier and/or guide immediately. 
If	the	matter	cannot	be	put	right	at	the	time	you	must	contact	City	&	Village	Tours		on	the	office	number	
or	the	emergency	contact	number	supplied	with	your	final	confirmation	immediately	or	within	one	hour	
so that we have an opportunity to resolve the matter for you. Any further complaints after the tour has 
finished	need	to	be	submitted	in	writing	to	City	&	Village	Tours	within	72	hours	of	the	tours	completion	
in order for them to be addressed. Suppliers may not consider issues not raised at the time of the tour. 
Insurance: Personal holiday insurance is not a requirement of booking a UK SleepOver with us and is 
left to individual discretion, arrangement and cost. We can, upon request, provide you with information 
about companies offering an insurance policy to cover the cost of cancellation by group members or 
the cost of assistance, including emergency repatriation, in the event of illness which the consumer 
may, if he wishes, take out in respect of the risk of those costs being incurred. 
Theatre tickets are based on top price seats and will always be Stalls/ Dress Circle or equivalent. 
When	booking	theatre	tickets,	you	will	be	sent	a	voucher	to	be	exchanged	at	the	theatre	box	office	
on the day of the performance for your tickets. It is your responsibility to arrive in good time to collect 
tickets. No refunds will be given for missed performances, either due to the late arrival of the 
customer or for any other reason. Theatre address and performance times will be printed on your 
voucher. In the event cancellation of a show or performance, or the non appearance of a particular 
artist, which has been booked as part of the package supplied by us, the holiday arrangements will still 
proceed. We cannot always advise you in advance of any such cancellation. This will not constitute a 
significant	change	to	your	holiday	arrangements	entitling	you	to	cancel	or	change	to	another	holiday	

without paying our normal charges and no compensation will be payable.
Luggage & Personal Belongings: Passengers are responsible for their own luggage and 
personal belongings at all times. City & Village tours cannot be held responsible for any loss, 
theft or damage to any personal belongings during your tour.
Personal Behaviour: When you book a SleepOver package with us, you accept responsibility 
for your own conduct and that of your party and any action as a result of your conduct. We will 
not be held responsible for any action taken against any individuals from the group. If your 
actions or those of any member of your party cause damage to the accommodation or to the 
vehicle, train, ship or boat in which you are travelling, or cause delay or diversion to any means 
of transportation, or cause damage to any restaurant or visitor attraction where a meal or visit 
has been arranged by us, you agree to fully indemnify us against any claim (including the legal 
costs of all concerned) made against us by or on behalf of the owners of such accommodation 
or attraction/restaurant etc or the operator of such means of transportation or by any third party.
Hotel Amenities: Please note that some hotel amenities such as lifts and swimming pools 
require servicing or cleaning and we cannot guarantee they will always be available and 
therefore cannot be held responsible should they be closed or out of order.
Overnight Coach Parking: will be booked by City & Village tours and is included in the tour 
package and details will be passed onto your coach driver. This may not be on site and it is your 
coach driver’s responsibility to make his own way to and from the coach park or parking are and 
cover costs accordingly.
Food & Beverages Not Included: Any extras such as food and beverages not described 
as included in your holiday will need to be paid for by the customer at the time of consumption.

Alterations and Cancellations by us:
Occasionally we may have to make minor changes to your holiday arrangements. Sometimes 
it	may	be	necessary	to	make	a	significant	change.	We	deem	significant	as	(but	not	limited	to)	a	
change of accommodation to that of a lower category, a change in hotel location more than 50 
miles from the original location, a change in outward departure time of more than 12 hours or an 
increase	in	price	of	more	than	10%.	If	we	have	to	make	a	significant	change	to	your	holiday	we	
will notify you as soon as possible. If there is time to do so before departure you will be given the 
choice of  the following options:
•	  Accepting the changed arrangements
•	  Taking a suitable alternative holiday (if available) 
•	  Receiving a full refund of all monies paid to us.
Should the new holiday be more expensive than your original one there will be no extra charge  
Should the substitute holiday be of a lower value the price difference will be refunded. Our liability 
for	significant	changes	is	limited	to	the	above	and	we	are	unable	to	offer	any	expenses,	costs	or	
losses you may incur as a result of a cancellation but we will offer compensation of 5% of the tour 
price.	No	compensation	is	payable	for	minor	changes	or	where	we	cancel	or	make	a	significant	
change before the date the balance of your holiday cost is due or for reasons beyond our control 
(Force Majeure). Minor changes such as an adjustment in timings for a day trip do not entitle you 
to cancel or change to another holiday without paying our normal cancellation charges. 
If You Wish To Change Your Booking you must request the change in writing as soon as 
possible. We cannot guarantee that such requests will be met and an amendment fee of £25 per 
person may be levied as well as any costs incurred by ourselves or our suppliers.
Force Majeure: We cannot be held responsible for any problems encountered on the tour as 
a result of Force Majeure, including, but not limited to: war, terrorism, epidemic, government 
order, weather issues, disaster, strike, civil disorder, problems with transport facilities or any 
other issue which may make it illegal or unsafe to provide the tours described. We are unable 
to make any refunds, pay compensation or meet any costs or expenses you might incur as a 
result of an ‘Force Majeure’.
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