City & Village Tours

Day Trips & SleepOvers

30th Anniversary

for Groups Who Like to See a Lot
Without Walking Too Far
2018-2019

Founded in 1988 the creative & original itineraries
begin at City & Village Tours. We’ve built a solid
Call us on 0208 692 1133 for
and consistent word of mouth reputation over the
a full set of 2018/19 brochures
The 30th Anniversary pearl symbolises wisdom through past 30 years for the quality of our arrangements
expreri
and the excellence of our Blue Badge Guides.
We’ve introduced ideas and innovations which have
become industry standards. Now organisers have
more choice than ever, but when a large coach
operator was asked by a group organiser who
to trust for his group this was his answer:
Go with City & Village Tours.
They’ll turn up and so will your dinner.
Book with City & Village Tours for:
●● Peace of mind. We will not let you down.
●● The best Blue Badge Guides. Our team of
top notch guides have worked with us and
each other for up to 30 years and deliver
the highest standards for UK groups.
●● Free colour posters for day trips and free colour
mini-brochures for our short break SleepOvers
to help you get your trips off the ground.
●● 100% refundable deposits so you have a firm
contract and a written confirmation without
risking a penny of your members money.
●● Generous refunds for individuals who miss
your day trips.
●● For your peace of mind and in compliance with
English law all SleepOvers come with ABTA
approved 100% Passenger Payment Protection.
●● We also include free Group Travel Organiser
Liability Insurance on all SleepOvers.
We created the template for a whole new way of
working with groups to deliver day trips and we are
now bringing fresh ideas to the short breaks market
to provide creative & original itineraries for groups
who like to see a lot without walking too far.
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“Thank you so much for a really super day out
Everything went to plan. Doug was very well
informed and great fun. The Postal Museum
was excellent and I did not know about Exmouth
Market what an exciting place great food.
So once more a really special day out”.
Joan Hanks
St Andrews Ladies Luncheon Club

We Help You Fill Your Coach
We provide free colour posters for your day
trips and attractive four page mini-brochures
to help promote your SleepOvers and holidays.
Protecting Your Members’ Money
Deposits are 100% refundable so you don’t
risk losing a penny of your members’ money.
Dealing With Legal Requirements
Our SleepOvers and holidays include
100% Passenger Payment Protection in full
compliance with the Package Travel Regulations.
We also include free Group Travel Organiser
Liability Insurance for your peace of mind.
Hassle Free Holiday Payments
You can pay for the whole group or we are happy
to receive individual payments by debit card,
cheque or BACs and we’ll send you regular
updates on who has paid (and who hasn’t!).
Aluminium Pans & Feather Pillows
Your time is precious. And scarce.
One call and we’ll take care of all your
special diet and bedroom requests freeing
you up to deal with the not inconsequential
task of organising your individual members.
Rollators, Sticks & Scooters
We’ll look after all of your members and keep
them comfortable. Our day trips are classified
1-6 for walking content so you can pick the right
trips for your folk. Each unit represents 400 metres
spread across the day. That’s once around the
Olympic track or 440 yards in old money.
This brochure is for groups who do not want
to be treated like tourists in their own country.
For groups who like their trips to be more about
the grey matter than the grey hair. It’s for groups
who’d like a bit more than Bingo and Turkey
& Tinsel. It’s for a great time, every time.
Please take a look at How it Works - page
6 for day trips and page 8 for SleepOvers &
call us on 0208 692 1133 with your questions.
Gyll King, Managing Director since 1988

Uckfield & Lewes DFAS on the Suffolk
SleepOver with Blue Badge Guide Jan
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Pay for your
theatre tickets
just 4 weeks
before you come

Theatre Trips Without Tears
When you book top price tickets for West End
Matinees with City & Village Tours you won’t
have to pay for them until 4 weeks before
you go (8 weeks for a couple of shows).
So you’ll never have to risk losing money.

£49pp Show & Carvery
Kinky Boots (Adelphi) Wednesday
Mamma Mia (Novello) Thursday
Phantom of the Opera (Her Majesty’s) Thurs
The Woman in Black (Fortune) Tues & Thurs

And for less than the face value of the ticket alone
you can offer your members a top price seat for
a West End matinee, a top London hotel carvery
with coffee and the coach there and back!

£55pp Show & Carvery
42nd Street (Drury Lane) Wednesday
Dreamgirls (Savoy) Thursday
Matilda (Cambridge) Wednesday
Wicked (Apollo) Wednesday & Saturday
Aladdin (Prince Edward) Thursday
Motown (Shaftesbury) Thursday

You could come into London and start with the
carvery meal, struggle to keep your eyes open
during the show and then fight your way home
in the rush hour. Or you could come into London
around 1.00pm, grab a coffee and sticky bun
near the theatre, see the show and then, when
you come out of the theatre at the height of
the rush hour disappear into a swish hotel
for a carvery meal with lots to talk about.
Then you can drive home on emptier roads.
The whole thing is a dream for group organisers
with no risk to your group funds and no menu
selections to collect. Just let us know if you
prefer the stalls or the dress circle or a mix,
tell us about anyone with special dietary
requirements and that’s it.
Tell us how many tickets you want to reserve
and we’ll keep them safe for you while you sign
up your members. Four weeks before the show
you tell us how many you want to keep, pay for
them and we’ll release the rest. We’ll send your
tickets special delivery to save you queuing at
the box office on the day.
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Here are some price examples:

£59pp Show & Carvery
Les Miserables (Queens) Wednesday
The Tina Turner Musical (Aldwych) Thurs
For three course carvery at a Bloomsbury hotel
with a pub prices drink list please add £3pp

Jam Busting London Theatre & Hotel
Carvery Packages mean that you miss
the rush hour at both ends of the day.
And by seeing the show first and having the
meal afterwards, with plenty to talk about,
no one will have to struggle to stay awake
through the show. And when you get home?
There’s no supper to make. Just kick off your
shoes, bit of news headlines, bed. Lovely!
We’ll also send you very clear instructions on
exactly what to do on the day for a seamless
and stress free experience and we’ll send your
tickets by special delivery so that you don’t
have to queue up at the box office on the day.

So What Shows Can We Choose?
Any show you want - just ask. All tickets are top
price seats - the face value is between £68 and
£75 but the prices below are for a top price ticket
and the two-course hotel carvery with coffee
at The Strand Palace Hotel.

But What About Our Coach in Theatreland?
Don’t worry, its perfectly lawful to set down on
double or single yellow lines as long as you aren’t
on a bus stop and you’re not blocking the road.
Follow these simple rules and there’s no danger
of a ticket. Ask us for more advice.

You add your own local coach hire
for a final price for your members.

For a memorable West End theatre trip
without tears call us now on 0208 692 1133.

2019 Price Freeze
Are you getting your ducks in a row for 2019?
Book a guided Day Trip or SleepOver now for any date
in 2019 and pay a 100% refundable deposit by the end
of July 2018 (£25 for a day trip or £100 for a SleepOver)
and we will freeze the price at the 2018 rate.
Save The Day
If you don’t know where or when you want to go
in 2019 you can pay a 100% refundable deposit
by the end of July 2018 to save the day and freeze
the price and decide on which trip or trips later.
This brochure contains just a small
selection of our Day Trips and SleepOvers.
To discover our extensive Back Catalogue please
visit our website www.cityandvillagetours.com
Don’t worry if you’re not the internet type just
call us on 0208 692 1133 and ask us to send
you print copies of our brochures.
We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm.

City & Village Tours Ltd
California Building, Deals Gateway,
London, SE13 7SB
Tel: 0208 692 1133 info@cityandvillagetours.com
City & Village Tours Registered in England: Company Number 4369991
Registered Office: California Building, Deals Gateway, London, SE13 7SB

How Our Day Trips Work

You Book The Coach - We Do The Rest
100% Peace of Mind
We keep it simple, we keep it smart and we
keep you safe. Our flexible booking terms help
protect you against losing group money paid as
deposits and we refund every penny we can for
members who paid to go but aren’t able to take
their place on the day for whatever reason.
Why We Ask For A Deposit
In return for a 100% refundable deposit we’ll
send you a written confirmation. This is our
cast iron guarantee that your booking is safe.
When you call us to make a day trip booking,
before we confirm the date of your choice we
will make sure that everything is organised.
We will secure firm bookings for you at the
attractions you’ll visit, make arrangements
for refreshment and lunch stops for your folk
and allocate the right Blue Badge Tour Guide
from our award winning team. It’s impossible to
do this off the cuff - there’s some work to do first.
Once you’ve had the thumbs up we’ll keep your
date safe for two weeks while you get all your
ducks in a row. After that we ask for a booking
form together with a £25 deposit - every penny
of which is refundable if you have to cancel.
So there is absolutely nothing to lose and
what you gain is 100% peace of mind.
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Free Colour Posters
Deposit paid, you can ask for a free full colour
poster to help fill your coach. Professionally
produced, A4 (magazine) size and printed on
high quality photographic card - just right for
pinning up on a board or passing around on a
clip board. With your group name and the date
of the trip at the top and the details of your
ticket price and leaving times at the bottom they
answer questions you’ll otherwise get asked
50 times. And they paint a picture of a great
day out that will really help to fill your coach.

So here is what to do:
1. Call To Make A Provisional Booking
Call to book your day trip. We’ll hold it without
deposit for two weeks. Please book a single
deck coach with a working microphone and
a reserved front seat for our tour guide. The
tour mileage in the coach symbol on each tour
description will help you get the best quote.
2. Pay The Refundable Deposit of £25
After 14 days, to continue to hold your booking
safe, we require a deposit of £25.00. Pay by
cheque made out to City & Village Tours Ltd,
by BACS or by debit card over the telephone.
Deposits are refundable in full right up to seven
days before the trip. One or two trips have a
14 or 30 day cancellation period – we’ll make
this clear on your written booking confirmation.
3. Pay the Balance Before Your Trip
Your booking confirmation shows the date that
the final balance is due. This will be between
30 and 7 days before the date of the trip. If you
do not pay by this time we reserve the right to
cancel your outing but we’ll always call you
first to make sure it isn’t an oversight. The
40th place on day trips is always a free place.
4. Before Your Trip
Two weeks before your day out with us we’ll
call you to run through things and we’ll write to
your coach company with the driver itinerary.
We’ll send you a copy of this document.
This includes the guide’s mobile telephone
number for use on the day of the trip only
please. Any queries before the day should
be directed to this office on 0208 692 1133.
5. Day Trip Refunds
As long as your group on the day doesn’t
fall below a minimum of 30 we’ll refund the
individual tour price less any admissions for
which we are unable to obtain a refund. We
deduct a one off administrative fee of £5.00
per refund, whether for one or more people.

New! The Royal Landscape Heritage Tour
We have been touring the Royal Landscape
with groups for ten years. Now for the first
time ever we can take you into spectacular
areas of Windsor Great Park that are normally
reserved for Royal Family’s private use where
Her Majesty rides her horse and HRH the
Duke of Edinburgh takes his carriage for a spin.
The day also includes a visit to Windsor Farm
Shop, free time for lunch by Windsor Castle
and a tour of The Savill Garden.
We begin at 10.30am with time to buy
refreshments at Windsor Farm Shop. The
Queen is still a tenant farmer on the Royal
Estate with 200 pedigree Jersey milking cows,
a pedigree Sussex beef herd, 140 breeding
sows, 1500 Lohmann Brown hens, 1000 acres
of arable land and 2000 acres of grassland
mainly used to feed the livestock. The initiative
of Prince Philip and tucked inside Home Park,
Mrs Windsor’s shop is very popular with her
well heeded neighbours – count the Jaguars,
Rollers and Daimlers in the car park!
Your Blue Badge Guide today is an entertaining
Windsor specialist who has enjoyed a close
working relationship with the Crown Estate
for many years. We are going to begin the
day with an exhilarating coach panorama of
the Royal Landscape - a thousand acres of
gardens, lakes and woodlands. Each century
has left its own distinctive mark from William
the Conqueror’s hunting ground to Queen
Victoria entertaining on the shores of Virginia
Water. We see where King John met the
barons at Runnymede and the Golden Gates
at Royal Ascot through which Her Majesty
sweeps in her carriage onto the Racecourse.
The Queen hasn’t missed a day’s racing at
Royal Ascot since 1953!
Meet some remarkable trees and enjoy
stunning views of the castle en route to
Windsor for free time lunch in the old
town beneath the castle walls.

Day trip

In the afternoon we are joined by a member
of the Crown Estate for our exclusive tour
inside areas of Windsor Great Park not
normally accessible by coach.
You’ll see The Village where staff of the
Royal Household live and the Royal School
built for their children. We take in the Guards
Polo Club and the Coronation Groves and
step down from the coach to savour one
of the greatest views in the Kingdom –
the Long Walk from the Copper Horse.
The afternoon coach tour finishes at Savill
Garden. Created in the 1930s, Savill is among
Britain’s greatest ornamental gardens and it
never fails to charm. Our gentle guided tour,
will explain the lie of the land and highlight
special details. Huge herbaceous borders
in Summer towering ten feet tall are simply
astonishing and the Rose Garden has matured
spectacularly. There will be time at the end of
the afternoon to buy refreshments in the striking
visitor centre with a floating roof built of larch
and oak from the Crown Estate Forests.
You’ll be heading home today at 5.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Tues to Thurs until end of Sept 2018
& then again Tues to Thurs from April 2019.
Due to Crown Estate terms and conditions the
minimum group size for this tour is 35 people.
The City & Village Tours normal minimum
group size for guided day trips is 30 people.
The number 2 is the walking content - 800m
metres (880 yards) spread across the day.
The number 20 is the total coach mileage.

1

20 miles

Call us on 0208 692 1133
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How Our SleepOvers Work

Your Coach or Ours • Minimum 25 People • Free Places
Up to 20 single
rooms without
supplement

Enjoy a SleepOver with the experts
in what you do when you get there.
We create original and entertaining itineraries
with our team of top notch Blue Badge Guides
and then hand pick well run and interesting
hotels that you’ll love as much as our days out.
No Hidden Extras
What you see on the page is exactly what you
will pay. Absolutely all admissions are included.
Always a Free Organiser Place
Prices are based on a minimum 25 people and
always include a free place for the organiser.
Looking After Your Coach Driver
All SleepOvers include driver bed & board and
overnight parking whether it is you or us who
books the coach. Let us book your preferred
coach company and we’ll give you extra free
places so that as many as one in ten travel free.
We Include Up to 20 Single Rooms
Free of Supplement - So you’ll never need
to chop up your organiser’s free place to
offset the cost for your single travellers.
Your Money is 100% Safe With Us
Our 100% Passenger Payment Protection
means that every penny of your members’
money is fully covered in full compliance
with the Package Travel Regulations.
Your Peace of Mind
We also include free Group Travel Organiser
Liability Insurance on every SleepOver.
And while you are away you will have our
24-hour emergency contact number so you are
never on your own - you can always reach us.
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100% Refundable Group Deposit
We will hold a holiday or SleepOver for your
group on a 100% refundable deposit right up
until 120 days before you travel so you can
book in confidence that you aren’t risking
a penny of your groups’ money.

Day One: Initial Reservation
Reserve a SleepOver with a £100 group
deposit which is 100% refundable right up
to 120 days before departure. Let us book your
preferred coach company so that every penny
of your members’ money comes under our
100% Passenger Payment Protection and we’ll
give you additional free places so that as many
as one in ten travel free. We’ll also send you as
many free 4-page mini-brochures as you need.
120 Days Out: Individual Deposits
To go ahead you now pay individual deposits
of £50pp for SleepOvers up to £300pp in value
or £100pp for SleepOvers over £300pp.
If any individual cancels from now up until
60 days before the holiday we ‘ll refund their
deposit less an admin charge of £5pp so
long as 25 people remain on the booking.
60 Days Before Departure: Balance
The final balance is due 60 days before
departure. Latecomers will still be welcome
subject to availability and full payment.
59-8 Days Before Departure: Cancellations
Some refunds for cancellation within this period
may be available and are limited to admission
fees, boat and train fares and day trip lunches.
Refunds for theatre tickets can be made up to
42 days before the performance date.
Rooming Lists & Final Names
The rooming list is required with final payment
but names and tour payments are transferable
between individuals right up to the date of
departure subject to a discretionary admin
fee of £25 per amendment.
Shorter Notice Bookings
For SleepOvers booked less than 120 days
before the departure date individual deposits
are required when you book. For SleepOvers
booked less than 60 days before departure full
payment will be required at the time of booking.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 night 4* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Coaching
10 single rooms free of supplement
Blue Badge Tour Guide 2 days
All admission fees & 3 lunches
Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner
Grand Hotel Behind the Scenes tour
Free organiser place across the tour
Free driver room, meals & parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£395pp Based on minimum 25 people
Available Monday 19 to Thurs 21 November
& Monday 26 to Thursday 29 November 2018

THE HOTEL
The 4* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone

This is a cracking 4* Best Western Plus family
run hotel. The 60 room Edwardian hotel is in the
upmarket West End of Folkestone just off the
famous Leas with a pleasant walk along to the
beaches, old harbour arm and fish market.
Immaculate housekeeping and a great staff.
This price includes coach hire throughout with
your choice of coach company. This is for all groups
within a 250 mile radius of Folkestone. There is a
free organiser place with a minimum of 25 people
and as you fill the coach there are up to one in ten
free places - 25th, 31st, 37th, 43rd, 49th places free.

A Kentish & Cockney Christmas
This is not turkey & tinsel. It’s a beautifully crafted
4 day pre-Christmas break designed for groups
who’d like to spend a few days together with
a festive feel but don’t want to be made to pull
crackers in November! So we’ve taken away
that format and instead we’ve put in some great
content to make for a memorable stay. Enjoy
two days out with a top notch Blue Badge Guide,
a Behind the Scenes Tour, some free time locally
and a Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner

Full Board

& up to one in ten
free places

Day One: Monday Midday - From the Devil to
the Deep Blue Sea. Meet our Blue Badge Guide
in the beautiful village of Wye (just off the M20)
for a 2-course lunch with coffee. To hell with the
motorway! We are going to head to the sea on
exciting roads with breathtaking views across
the Kent Downs including the spectacular Devil’s
Kneading Trough. Check in at this superb and
completely refurbished 4* hotel ready for dinner.
Day Two: Tuesday - Rye & The Romney Marsh
with the Blue Badge Guide. Includes the beautiful
Marsh churches, eerie Dungeness, a fish & chip
lunch at the legendary Pilot Inn, free time in Rye
and some Marsh ghost stories and a visit to one of
the most unique pubs in England on the way back
for dinner. Entertainment in the hotel this evening.

4 days

Day Three: Wednesday - Free time this morning
to do your own thing. Walk along the Leas to the
Old Harbour and explore the Old Fish Market.
We’ve laid on lunch and a fascinating Behind
the Scenes tour at the Grand Hotel on the Leas,
two minutes from our hotel. Built in the Downton
Abbey age as gentlemen’s residential chambers
it was the High Society place to be seen when
Edward VII started bringing his mistress here.
Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner
Back to the hotel early afternoon to brush
up ready for our finale Cockney Gala Dinner.
A joyously entertaining evening in the ballroom
with the excellent Cockney performer Gordon
Bennett (think Max Miller meets Chas & Dave
with keyboards, ukulele and Cockney spoons).
The evening is a proper Cockney knees up with
sing-a-longs, dancing and lots of laughs because
the Okey Cokey really is what it’s all about.
Day Four: Thursday - Check out. Option to
stop at Ashford Designer Outlet designed by
Lord Richard Rogers with 80 shops offering
discounts of up to 60%. Alternatively have a
morning and free time for lunch in Canterbury
before continuing your journey home.
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The People’s Post 		
We tell the very British story of sending a letter
from Roman times to the coming of the GPO
with a guided tour in the morning followed by
a visit to the new Postal Museum and a ride
on Mail Rail that once whizzed four million
letters a day beneath the streets of London.
Meet our expert Blue Badge Tour Guide at
10.30am for morning refreshments included
in the tour fee. With a short walk and a coach
tour we see how the ingenuity of the postal
service shaped the world we live in today.
We’ll seek out visible reminders of our postal

Day trip
heritage recounting tales of drunken poaching
mailmen, corrupt politicians, the Victorian
Internet and a canny public utterly determined
not to pay for their post.
There’s free time for lunch today in Exmouth
Market with a continental style street food
market and traditional pubs and cafés or add a
fish & chip lunch with a hot drink for your group.
In the afternoon we visit the new state of the art
Postal Museum - five centuries of world-class
curiosities from the original sculpture of Queen
Elizabeth II used to produce 220 billion stamps

New! Snap, Crackle & Shop!

We also enjoy a 20 minute tootle on Mail Rail the miniature Post Office underground railway.
Watch the iconic Night Mail film and step
aboard the Post Office night train to try your
hand at sorting the mail just like in the film.
Time to buy tea before heading home at 4.45pm.
Ask about The Christmas Post tour for November.

Adults & Seniors: £32

Weekdays exc. kids holidays. Add lunch £10pp

1

5 miles

The story of Britain’s favourite brands and the
advertising that sold them to us. Look back to the
ads we adored and the brands we bought. Our
weather proof day includes morning coffee, an
afternoon tea and visits to the Design Museum
and the Museum of Brands.

signs. As competition increased manufacturers
sought to win our hearts and minds by building
recognisable brands. It’s a fascinating morning
seeking out and decoding the visual clues all
around us to see how business has sought to
empty our pockets through the ages.

to form the Museum of Brands. He says it’s about
‘bringing together the pieces of a jigsaw until you
see the big picture of social change.’ It’s ten
thousand memories in one afternoon and it’s
never more joyous that when you reach your
our own nostalgia hot spot in the ‘time tunnel’.

Meet our Blue Badge Guide in the City at 10.30am
for morning coffee (included). In mediaeval London
to buy something you simply went to the street of
that name – Milk Street, Wood Street, Bread Lane.
Powerful Livery Companies stamped their branding
all over the city and businesses advertised their
services to an illiterate population with hanging

We stop for free time for lunch in Kensington..
Grab a sandwich and visit the free gallery at
the new Design Museum that traces the evolution
of design from its roots in the industrial revolution
to its transformation by the digital explosion.
Supermarket archaeologist Robert Opie has spent
50 years collecting historical brands & packaging

Tea & cake (included) is served before heading
home at 4.45pm. Also available as a jam buster
running from midday to 6.15pm.

New! Gin Lane

In Georgian London the Gin Craze took hold.
Drunk for a penny, dead drunk for two with fresh
straw to fall on. We explore the old rookeries
immortalised in William Hogarth’s Gin Lane –
St Giles-in-the-Fields and Seven Dials making
our way on foot to posh St Martin-in-the-Fields.
Plus a tour of London’s oldest gin distillery.
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Day trip

to a beautiful old Royal Mail coach.

Meet the Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am to buy
morning refreshments. We begin day with a visit
St Giles, which recorded the first victims of the
Great Plague and as we walk across the old
fields (please don’t look for grass) we tell the
story of London in four drinks: beer, tea, coffee

Day trip
and gin. We discover Tin Pan Alley, the once
notorious Seven Dials and slip into a secret
alley still lit by gas lamps.
Free time to buy lunch at Trafalgar Square
today with time to visit the National Portrait
Gallery to see some characters from our tour.
In the afternoon we tour London’s oldest
surviving gin distillery where the iconic
Beefeater London Dry Gin is hand crafted to
a recipe unchanged since the 1800s. You’ll
visit the heart of the distillery to experience a
sensory understanding of the ingredients and

Adults & Seniors: £32

Available Tuesday to Sunday all year.

1

7 miles

yes, you do get to drink the finished product!
The tour ends with a complimentary Beefeater
Gin & Tonic. Non drinkers can have a soft drink
alternative and get a gin miniature to take
home for a friend. You’ll be heading home from
Kennington, ever so slightly squiffy, at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £28

Available Mon - Sat all year. Add lunch £14
Inc. donation for St Giles & a gin & tonic

4

2 miles

2 Day SleepOver Special £129pp
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night 3* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Thames Cruise Westminster to Greenwich
20 single rooms without supplement
Your Choice of guided day trip
Blue Badge Guide and all admissions
Free bed & board & parking for your driver
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

THE HOTEL
The 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath

Budget option £109pp - B&B & Day Trip

A row of handsome eighteenth century
residences with commanding views across
the open grassland of Blackheath to Royal
Greenwich Park and 20th century additions to
the rear of the hotel. 175 rooms. Walled garden.
The Clarendon Hotel has been independently
owned by the same family for over 50 years.
The housekeeping is impeccable.

Option to add West End theatre tickets and
now available with our Tuesday Cockney Matinee
with lunch on day one (replaces cruise) and your
choice of day trip on day two at £149pp all in.

All bookings include 20 rooms for single
travellers without supplement, free place for
organiser, 100% Passenger Payment Protection
& Free GTO Liability Insurance. Let us add coach
hire and up to one in ten will travel free.

London SleepOver Special Offer
The Clarendon Hotel is a cracking family run
hotel on elegant Blackheath, a stone’s throw
from Royal Greenwich Park & museums.
Just 8 miles from Trafalgar Square it’s an
ideal London base without the hustle, bustle
and noise of staying in the centre. Just right
for groups with older members.
Our London SleepOver Special Offer is
designed to welcome groups who know of
us by reputation to come and enjoy one of
our award winning guided tours
I wanted to let you know how much everybody on the
trip enjoyed the overnight stay at the Clarendon Hotel
in Blackheath. The Hotel was very good …
the staff and service both excellent. The members
who went into London in the evening really enjoyed
the West End Shows. Day 2 when we had the Blue
Badge Guide - Victoria - to show us around Legal
London was superb, all my members commentated
on her knowledge, humour and clear diction.
It was a most enjoyable couple of days and I would
recommend using City and Village Tour without
reservation. We are looking already at next year!
Margaret Tyrer, Purbeck Association National Trust

Day One: Arrive in central London anytime
from midday to 3.00pm for a Thames Cruise
from Westminster to Royal Greenwich and
enjoy some free time visiting this World
Heritage Site. The National Maritime Museum
and newly refurbished Queens House are both
free to visit. Check in to the hotel a few minutes
away on elegant Blackheath where the London
Marathon starts. Rest up and then gather for
a 3-course, 3-choice dinner together.
Day Two: Your choice of London day trip with
a top notch Blue Badge Guide. You can choose
the itinerary from our extensive portfolio.

2 days

Choices for your Day Two guided tour include:
The People’s Post including the new Postal
Museum and Mail Rail.
Legal London - includes Middle Temple Church,
Royal Courts of Justice and a one course lunch.
Hidden London & the Regents Canal
Barrow Boys & Bankers - includes Spitalfields,
Bank of England Museum and one course lunch.
Many Queens of England with Clarence House
Hampstead a London Village with Kenwood
House & a one course lunch.
Ghosts Gallows & Gangsters with lunch
Capital Curios with Freemasons Hall & lunch
New Kill or Cure itinerary - see page 12
Gin Lane! - inc Beefeater Distillery on page 10
Snap, Crackle & Shop with the Museum of
Brands inc tea & cake - see facing page
See full day trip descriptions online or call
us on 0208 692 1133 to find out more.
You can opt to add our fun Cockney Matinee
on Day One - arrive Royal Docks midday for
lunch and the show before check in.
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The All New Kill or Cure
From the Black Death and cholera in the rookeries
to the barber surgeons and body snatchers of
St. Barts this illuminating and entertaining day
looks at the history of sickness and health from
Roman times to the coming of the NHS. For 2018
& 2019 we offer our new itinerary with visits to
a trio of remarkable collections: Barts Hospital
Museum where we see Hogarth murals,
Charterhouse Museum built on a mediaeval
plague pit and the quirky Wellcome Collection.
Please the guide at 10.30am at Smithfield for
time to buy morning refreshments. We will be
on foot this morning with time to buy lunch locally
unless you opt to add a morning coffee and lunch
package. Without walking too far we are going to
take you on an entertaining romp through 2000
years of the history of medicine and nursing.
London’s Charterhouse, an almshouse occupying
a 14th-century Carthusian monastery, was built
on a plague pit. More than 50,000 Londoners
were buried here at a time when nothing could
be done to save them and the priority was to pray
for their souls. We go inside to see the founder’s
chapel and the little museum. The skeleton of
a young man from East Anglia who died of the
Black Death lay undisturbed for 600 years until the
Crossrail excavators arrived. During a fascinating
morning we show how the idea of religious charity
lay at the heart of the mediaeval hospital before
care started to move out of the church and into
the new world of science.
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When St. Bartholomew’s Hospital joined the
NHS in 1948 it had already been looking after
London’s sick for nearly 900 years. When the
court jester Rahere became delirious with malaria
on a pilgrimage to Rome, St. Bartholomew
appeared to him promising safe return to England
if he agreed to set up a hospital for London’s poor.
In London’s oldest parish church - the achingly
beautiful St. Bartholomew the Great we see
Rahere’s tomb and Exquisite Pain - a very bling
gilded statue of St. Bartholomew by Damien Hirst
that references the saint’s links to medicine.

			

Day trip

Next door in the lovingly curated Barts
Hospital Museum we discover a mix of
quirky artefacts from nine centuries of medical
history alongside grand murals painted by
Barts Hospital governor William Hogarth.
We break in Smithfield for time to buy lunch or
you can opt to add a pub lunch for the group.
Our afternoon is devoted to one of London’s
quirkiest private collections. Henry Wellcome
was a fascinating chap, as rich as Croesus,
and as curious as the proverbial cat. Born to
a travelling American preacher in a frontier log
cabin, the teenage Henry’s first invention was
invisible ink. He went on to invent the medicinal
tablet establishing the pharmaceutical giant
Burroughs Wellcome.
Lucky in business but unlucky in love Wellcome
married Dr Barnardo’s feisty daughter whose
adulterous lovers included Harry Selfridge and
the writer Somerset Maugham. Like a giant
Edwardian cabinet of curiosities the Medicine
Man Gallery houses mind-boggling objects that
Wellcome, a contemporary of Livingstone and
Stanley, gathered from around the world. There
is a marvellous and eclectic bookshop plus
a really beautiful café where you can buy tea
before heading for home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £25

Available Tuesday to Saturday all year
Add morning coffee & lunch £14
Jam Buster option midday to 6.00pm.
Been to the Wellcome Collection?
Don’t rule this tour out as there are other
afternoon options e.g. the quirky Hunterian
Museum - Please ask for details.

2

5 miles

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights 3* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
20 single rooms free of supplement
Blue Badge Tour Guide two days
All admission fees (bespoke)
Free organiser place across the tour
Free driver room, meals & parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance
Based on minimum 25 people

Prices vary according to which visits are
included but to give you an idea a three day
trip including Charterhouse, Freemasons,
Silver Vaults, Two Temple Place and Chelsea
is £259 or £319 if we include your choice of
coach hire with up to one in ten travelling free.

THE HOTEL
The 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath
A row of handsome eighteenth century
residences with commanding views across
the open grassland of Blackheath to Royal
Greenwich Park and 20th century additions to
the rear of the hotel. 175 rooms. Walled garden.
The Clarendon Hotel has been independently
owned by the same family for over 50 years.
The housekeeping is impeccable.
A seasonal mix of special visits specially tailored
for your group - booking now for 2018 & 2019.

Call us on 0208 692 1133

Hidden London Interiors SleepOver
This 3 day trip is based at the Clarendon on
Blackheath. Just 8 miles from Trafalgar Square
it’s an ideal London base without the hustle,
bustle and noise of staying in the centre.
Accompanied on two days by a Blue Badge
Guide we open the door on some of London’s
beautiful Hidden Interiors including:

Trust showcase publicly-owned collections from
around the UK - beautifully curated to respond
to and complement the building’s unique décor,
often to stunning effect. In 2019 a special
exhibition will mark the bicentenary of Victorian
polymath John Ruskin. Available late Jan to late
April only.

The Brothers Tour at Charterhouse Originally a Carthusian monastery founded
on the site of a Black Death plague pit the
Charterhouse has been a tranquil home to
a community of Brothers since 1611.

Freemasons Hall, Covent Garden
Glitzy Art Deco interiors at the United Grand
Lodge of England.

Scarlet Tour at Royal Hospital Chelsea A tour of Wren’s beautiful buildings in the
company of resident Chelsea Pensioners.

Includes 20 single
rooms without
supplement

3 days

The St Pancras Renaissance Hotel The fascinating story of the hotel’s rise, fall
and rise again is brought to life during a an
historic journey through the most spectacular
parts of the former Midland Grand Hotel.
Two Temple Place - The Astor House
Victorian neo-Gothic meets Disneyland in
the extraordinary riverside home and office of
William Waldorf Astor. Each year The Bulldog

Joseph Balzalgette’s Cathedral of Sewage
Grand and ornate and built to house the
Crossness Engines after The Great Stink
of 1858. April to October only.
The London Silver Vaults
When London’s wealthy elite decamped to their
country retreats they needed somewhere safe
to store their household silver.
Visits will be beautifully crafted into a three day
break. Each itinerary will be tailored to your group
and will vary in content and order according to
when you come with alternative visits available
for different seasons.
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Kentish Curios			
When we think of the River Medway we tend
to think of the Rochester end but in the Upper
Medway Valley a sleepy river flows through
some of our most beautiful countryside.
From an ancient country church with striking
modern glass to a serene Carmelite Friary
founded by a returning crusader we encounter
many Kentish Curios, myths and legends
where the Medway or Middle-Way divided
the Men of Kent from the Kentishmen.
Join the Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am for
morning refreshments (included) before visiting

Day trip
Tudeley Church near Tunbridge Wells. When
a young girl from the local manor drowned
in a sailing accident her heartbroken parents
commissioned Russian artist Marc Chagall
to design stained glass windows for the local
church. The result is breathtaking.
We follow the Medway crossing from bank to
bank, discovering the hoppers’ hospital and
passing pretty villages and marinas full of
bobbing boats. Free time for lunch in West
Malling or add a 2-course lunch with coffee
in the mediaeval Pilgrim’s Hall at the Friary.

The Old Kent Coast - With The Secret Gardens of Sandwich
Well perhaps not quite such Secret Gardens
anymore now that the bibulous owners have
achieved national fame on C4’s Goggle Box but
they are still a great find. This is one of Monty
Don’s top ten gardens where the owners have
spent a small fortune restoring the dreamy
Gertrude Jekyll gardens surrounding their
idyllic Edwin Lutyens house.
We begin the day at 10.30am on the cliffs above
Broadstairs with views far out to sea for morning
coffee & a muffin all laid out and ready for you
and included in your tour fee. Broadstairs was a
favourite summer resort of Charles Dickens and

New! Medway & The Movies

the town maintains a cheerful air of gentility.
Treat yourself to some fresh seafood and visit
a classic Broadstairs Italian ice cream parlour
or bring a packed lunch and a small towel for
a picnic and a paddle on the sandy beach.
Our afternoon begins with a sightseeing drive
via Ramsgate to the mediaeval walled town of
Sandwich. At just over three acres and divided
into a series of “rooms” the Secret Gardens of
Sandwich make for a very satisfying visit. Edwin
Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll created the softer
English County Garden style as a move away
from the highly formal Victorian garden.

Day trip

hundred years later it was to be the Dutch
who breached the defences. The Raid on the
Medway, described in Samuel Pepys Diaries,
was England’s greatest Naval defeat. We tell
the cracking tale of this forgotten battle exactly
After time at 10.30am to buy morning refreshments
where it happened.
we explore the old seafarer’s haunt of Upnor a sleepy backwater next to Rochester. The picture Upnor Castle looks across the Medway to
Chatham Dockyard, which built and repaired
postcard tiny High Street ends at riverside gate
through which we step back in time. During Henry ships for the Royal Navy for over 400 years.
After free time for lunch enjoy a film locations
VIII’s reign the Upper Medway was the principal
anchorage for the Royal Navy. Elizabeth I built this tour - a fun way to explore the unspoiled Georgian
turreted castle to counter the Spanish threat. One and Victorian buildings. We tell the Dockyard
With visits to Upnor Village and Castle and
a film locations tour at Chatham Dockyard
this entertaining guided day offers your group
something a little bit different for 2018 or 2019.
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Day trip

Aylesford Friary was built in the 1200s by a
returning crusader. The Carmelite friars thrived
until they were kicked out by Henry VIII. They
returned in the 1940s establishing a centre for
pilgrimage and retreat. We visit the beautiful
chapels full of striking post war art. There’s also
time to visit the Peace Garden, stroll by the river
and buy tea and cakes in the old barn before
heading home at 4.45pm

Adults: £ Seniors: £24
Monday to Saturday all year

Add a 2-course lunch for £14pp

1

25 miles

We continue just a little further along the coast
to Deal for free time for tea in what for many is
the prettiest seaside town in Kent. Walk along
the pier for the view back to the pretty Georgian
houses that line the beach. Our day finishes
here at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £27
Available weekdays all year

2

25 miles

story and discover locations from Call the Midwife
and Mr Selfridge to Downton Abbey and cinema
blockbusters Les Miserables and Sherlock
Holmes. A cracking afternoon and after time
to buy tea we’ll head for home at 4.45pm.

Adults £38 Seniors: £34
Available daily April to October
Reduction for EH Members

3

5 miles

A Full Board
Adventure
Including Coaching

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights DBB Rose & Crown, Tonbridge
Coaching throughout*
Lunch every day
10 single rooms without supplement
Penshurst Place 2-course hot lunch,
* Behind the Scenes private tour with
refreshments by the fireplace
Full day Kentish guided tour with Blue
Badge Guide including 2-course lunch
Curling Experience – inc training & full kit
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£389 Full Board inc coach & all admissions
Based on min 25 people * Includes your choice of coach
company with free places at 25, 31, 37, 43 & 49 people

THE HOTEL
3* Best Western Rose & Crown, Tonbridge
A Tudor coaching inn in an excellent location
on Tonbridge High Street opposite the castle
and public school. Refurbished to a high
standard, old world charm meets modern
comfort in the 56 bedrooms. This hotel is
quaint but comfortable with everything
you’d want in your rooms plus great food.
Selected dates Oct - March 2018 & 2019.
Penshurst tour varies in Oct & March.

Curling can be enjoyed by everyone, from
the fit as a fiddle to the not so lucky with
their knees and hips - and it is immense fun.

Kentish Curios & Curling SleepOver
This fun and fascinating new addition to our
Three Day Collection is ideal for adventurous
groups who like something a bit different.
We combine lunch and a private out-of-season
Behind the Scenes tour with refreshments by the
fireplace at Penshurst Place and a day out with
a Blue Badge Guide discovering some Kentish
Curios with the opportunity to try the sport of
curling at England’s only curling rink. This unique
new Three Day SleepOver is available Sunday
to Tuesday from October to the end of March.
Sunday: Arrive at Penshurst Place at 1.00pm for
a two-course hot lunch followed by a Behind the
Scenes tour with the Head Housekeeper for a
first hand look at the workings of a modern day
Downton Abbey. The private house owned by
Viscount De L’Isle is open today just for your
group. Seasonal refreshments are served by the
fireplace in the Baron’s Hall at the end of the tour.
Check in at the Rose & Crown in Tonbridge at
4.30pm with time to relax and settle in before
dinner together in the evening.

3 days

Monday: A day of Kentish Curios with the Blue
Badge Guide. We begin at an ancient country
church with beautiful stained glass by the artist
Marc Chagal and follow the upper Medway bank
to bank, one minute Kentishmen the next Men of
Kent. Includes a 2-course lunch in the mediaeval
Pilgrim’s Hall and a tour of Aylesford Friary.
Dinner together this evening back at the hotel.
Tuesday: After breakfast and check out the
highlight of the trip – an introduction to the world
of curling at England’s only curling rink. You’ll
be fully kitted out with special 100% grip curling
shoes to make sure you go curling not flying! And
worry not - you don’t have to get right down on
the ice if your knees and hips won’t allow for that
anymore. There’s even extension poles to enable
wheelchair and rollator users to join in. You’ll be
given a fun beginners training session before a
very entertaining tournament. Refreshments and
a packed lunch are laid on. You’ll be ready to head
home by 2pm after a really enjoyable morning full
of discoveries and laughter. This is a trip your folk
will be talking about for a long time to come!

Call us on 0208 692 1133
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New! Guildford & Watts Gallery – Artists’ Village
In the company of a friendly and informative
Blue Badge Guide you’ll explore the beautiful
county town of Guildford and its remarkable
modern Cathedral and visit Watts Gallery Artists’ Village - a unique Arts & Crafts
gem nestled in the Surrey Hills.
We start at 10.30am with time to buy
refreshments in Guildford Cathedral Refectory
before a short tour of this striking modern
building. Next a town trail of Surrey’s county
town. Dickens thought Guildford High Street to
be the most beautiful in England. There’s plenty

The Beautiful Surrey Hills
A day out for groups who like to see a lot without
walking too far and rather like to spoil themselves
a bit. Well a lot actually, including as it does,
morning coffee and pastries at an impressive
historic house and a two-course country pub
lunch with coffee in a picture postcard village.
Meet the guide at Polesden Lacey at 10.30am
for morning coffee and pastries (included).
This was the home of one of Edwardian Britain’s
richest society hostesses, a friend to monarchs,
maharajas and millionaires but also a woman
described as a “fat slug filled with venom”!

of choice to buy a lunch locally today.
I had no idea that here in Surrey, there was
a collection of such richness and a story of
such depth. Penelope Keith CBE DL
The Victorian artist GF Watts was a member
of the Holland Park set alongside Lord Leighton.
Advised by his doctors to avoid the London
smog he had an Arts & Crafts house built in the
Surrey village of Compton as his winter home.
Watts and his artist wife Mary established an
artistic community creating local employment
through the preservation of traditional craft skills.

Day trip
During the morning we’ll take a scenic drive to
hear old tales of the Surrey Hills as we wend
our way to the picture postcard village of Shere
for lunch. Visit the church to hear the story of
the young girl who lived bricked up in a cell in
the chancel wall. Enjoy browsing this timeless
village where the Tilling Bourne bubbles through
the centre and every building is of great age and
interest. A two-course lunch with coffee is included
at an ancient pub in the heart of the village.
In the afternoon we sweep through more beautiful
landscapes as we head towards one of the best

The Heavenly High Weald - a Matinee Explorer
Matinee Explorers start at midday so you don’t
have to leave home too early. They are designed
for groups with older members who still enjoy
days out with an intelligent commentary but who
need to know that it won’t be too tiring for them.
We begin with a 2-course lunch with coffee in a
fine country pub before exploring beautiful Kent
countryside from high in the coach and visiting
Cranbrook the capital of the High Weald.
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Arrive in Benenden at midday for lunch. Roast
dinners with all the trimmings at the handsome old
pub are very popular with the local country set in

Day trip

Day trip

this picture postcard village where Princess Anne
went to School. Across the village green is the
church where lies Kitty Fisher – she who found
Lucy Locket’s pocket! Georgian courtesan Kitty
was quite possibly the first British celebrity –
famous simply for being famous!
We take a coach tour of the woodland and rolling
hills of the High Weald, a patchwork landscape of
woodland and rolling hills with entertaining stories
of life in this timeless slip of Kent. Cranbrook is
the Capital of the Weald. HE Bates who knew
Cranbrook well wrote in The Darling Buds of May:
“Cranbrook is a village giving the impression of

Watts Chapel is an Arts & Crafts masterpiece - a
unique blend of Art Nouveau, Celtic, Romanesque
and Egyptian influence. After Watts’ death, Mary
Watts constructed the Watts Gallery to display her
husband’s artworks. We visit house, chapel and
gallery today.
We’ll gather for tea & cake (included) before
making tracks for home at 4.45pm.

Adults: £ Seniors: £34

Daily Tuesday to Saturday all year

1

10 miles

views in England. Box Hill has a whole cast of
characters from TV pioneer John Logie Baird to
the eccentric Major who was buried upside down.
We’ll drop back down to Bocketts Farm Park for
time to buy tea before heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £33

Available Tuesday to Sunday all year
National Trust groups can opt to include a
visit to Polesden Lacey as part of the day.

2

25 miles

trying to remember what once made it important.”
We’ll do our bit to help on a little guided tour that
reveals its secrets. Prepare to be charmed.
Find a spot to settle and buy tea before heading
for home at 4.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £34

Available Monday to Saturday all year

1

35 miles

Beautiful Surrey Hills SleepOver
Includes the coach
& all admissions

Stay at the plush HQ of the Police Federation
and explore The Beautiful Surrey Hills with
visits to Polesden Lacey, Watts Gallery &
Artists’ Village, chocolate box villages and
exhilarating view points. A mixture of top
notch Blue Badge guiding and in house
expertise will bring out the best of one
of Britain’s most beautiful landscapes.
Day One: An in-house tour of the remarkable and
modern Guildford Cathedral and time to buy a light
lunch in Guildford before checking in for dinner.
Day Two: The Beautiful Surrey Hills
We leave the hotel after breakfast with the Blue
Badge Guide and head out to explore the Beautiful
Surrey Hills - an Area of Outstanding Beauty.
A popular City & Village Tours day trip for many
years our SleepOver version begins with a drive
to the top of Box Hill for the far reaching views
and beautiful Shere where the willow-fringed
stream crossing the High Street has made the
village a top location for romantic film makers:
Bridget Jones and The Holiday among the
movies filmed here.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Coaching throughout*
10 single rooms without supplement
One day Blue Badge Guide
Admission Polesden Lacey (NT free)
Watts Gallery - Artists’ Village tours
Guided tour Guildford Cathedral
Free Organiser Place
Driver Bed & Board
GTO Liability Insurance
100% Passenger Payment Protection

£295pp Based on 25 people
*Includes your choice of coach company for
groups within a 250 mile radius of Leatherhead
with up to one in ten people travelling free.

3 days

With a big cooked breakfast behind you and
a 3-course dinner ahead we felt that it would
suit most folk to buy a light lunch from village
pubs, cafés and stores but let us know if you
prefer to include a group lunch.
In the afternoon we visit Polesden Lacey: the
Edwardian country retreat where the Queen
Mother spent her honeymoon as the guest
of one of Britain’s richest society hostesses.
Google Fiona Bruce’s piece about the house
in The Telegraph to see why we come here.
Day Three: Watts Gallery & Artists’ Village
Enjoy a comprehensive visit to this unique
Arts & Crafts gem nestled in the Surrey Hills.
It is no exaggeration to say the Watts
Cemetery Chapel is one of the most
beautiful, extraordinary, original,
marvellous and magical buildings in the
whole of the British Isles!’ Lucinda Lambton
You’ll visit the home, studio, gallery and chapel of
the great Victorian artist George Frederick Watts
with a string of guided tours by expert in house
staff. You’ll be ready to head home by 3pm.

THE HOTEL
3* Federation House, Leatherhead
Federation House is the plush £26 million HQ for
the Police Federation of England & Wales based
in the Surrey town of Leatherhead. The hotel has
55 en suite rooms with a fresh and contemporary
look. All bedrooms have 26” flat screen TVs,
climate control, hair dryers, tea & coffee making
facilities and free WiFi. There is also an air
conditioned gym and swimming pool.
Available throughout the year for Friday, Saturday,
Sunday or Saturday, Sunday, Monday.
Want to tweak this itinerary? Be our guest.
Call us on now on 0208 692 1133 to create
the perfect itinerary for your group.
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Sussex & The Prairie Garden			
Visit the Upper Adur Valley in West Sussex dotted with pretty villages and beautiful views.
Opt for free time to do your own thing for lunch
in lovely Steyning or add a carvery lunch. In
the afternoon we one of the most glorious new
gardens in England rounding off a memorable
day out with tea and home made cake.
Meet our guide near Horsham, at 10.30am to
buy morning coffee. The River Adur flows from
Henfield to the sea at Shoreham. The river
was once busy with sea-going ships mooring
at the inland ports of Bramber and Steyning.

Our entertaining and scenic coach tour
including Jonathan Creek’s windmill ends
with freetime for lunch in lovely Steyning or
you can add a carvery lunch for your group.
In the afternoon we’re off to the unique Sussex
Prairie Garden - a joyful kingdom cradled by
the rolling South Downs. Huge, dazzling beds
are choc full with romantic clouds of boldly
coloured perennials. After an introduction
with the owner you can wander through this
wonderland. Not only are there no Keep off
the Grass signs there are actually little paths

The Sussex Coastal Art Trail
An exciting cultural adventure on the Sussex
Coast from the Towner Art Gallery at Eastbourne
via the De La Warr Pavilion by the sea in genteel
Bexhill-on-Sea to the award winning Jerwood Art
Gallery in Hastings Old Town.

We begin in Eastbourne at 10.30am with
morning coffee included at The Towner Collection.
The collection of modern British art began with
a bequest of Victorian paintings and grew with
acquisitions of Sussex landscapes featuring
a cross-section of important 20th century
British artists including Edward Bawden,
Paul Nash and Eric Ravilious.

The Sussex Seaside
Light on the feet but rich on the senses in the
morning we enjoy off-the-beaten track Old
Pevensey with morning coffee & lunch included.
In the afternoon we take a panoramic coach tour
across the South Downs to Beachy Head before
stopping in Eastbourne for free time for tea.
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Call us on 0208 692 1133

Day trip

Day trip

We’ll drive along the coast to Bexhill for time to
buy lunch in and around the De La Warr Pavilion.
The cultural rebirth of the Sussex coast began
right here back in the 1930s with this modernist
building. Take to the roof for views over the
channel and along the coast to Beachy Head.
Next an exhilarating coach tour along the coast
through St Leonards where the grand regency
buildings are emerging from years of decline and
forming the backdrop to an influx of artsy types
creating a sort of Portobello-on-Sea. Arriving in
Hastings by the fishing beach with cartoonishly tall

Day trip
Norman castle. This was once the Old Saxon
Shire where William and his Norman knights
landed 950 years ago to prepare for what became
known as The Battle of Hastings.

Back to the pub for a two course lunch before a
scenic panoramic tour up onto the South Downs.
Arrive at 10.30am for morning refreshments in an At Beachy Head the rolling South Downs crash
old oak beamed inn with an inglenook fireplace
into the sea forming the tallest chalk cliffs in
and a resident ghost. This morning we’ll stretch our Britain. It’s a spectacular sight and a fascinating
legs with a gentle stroll along the picture postcard place where we encounter stories of shipwrecks,
High Street past the Old Norman Mint and the
smugglers and she-devils. Eastbourne “Built by
ancient Court House to the romantic ruined
gentlemen for gentlemen” became fashionable

encouraging to walk into and through the borders!
There’s local art on show in the long cosy barn
and a nursery full of interesting things. Tea and
delicious home-made cake included in your tour
fee. You’ll be ready to head home at 4.45pm.

Adults: £ Seniors: £27

Daily except Tuesdays from June to October

1

5 miles

black fishing net sheds we visit the seafront
Jerwood Gallery. The focus is on art created
between the First World War and the 1960s
including Sir Stanley Spencer, Lowry, Walter
Sickert, Augustus John and Maggi Hambling.
Time to buy tea before heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £25.00

Available Tuesday to Sunday all year
Ask about our 5 Day Sussex Art Trail based in
Eastbourne inc Charleston & Farley Farmhouses,
Firle Place, Ditchling, The Jerwood & The Towner.

2

25 miles

when Mad King George came here on holiday.
We’ll sweep along the seafront to just the right
spot to enjoy the famous Carpet Gardens and
band stand and to find a spot for a cup of tea
before heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £29.95

Available Monday to Saturday all year
Also available - midday start Matinee Explorer

2

20 miles

Includes the coach
& all admissions

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

THE HOTEL

2 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Your choice of coach company
5 or 10 singles free of single supplement
Up to one in ten travel free
Free driver room, meals and parking
Blue Badge Guide for one day
St Mary’s House & Garden, Bramber
Visit The Sussex Prairie Garden
Wildland Safari at Knepp Castle
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

4* Best Western Plus Old Tollgate Hotel
38 room hotel in the quaint village of Bramber
based in an around the original coaching inn.
Includes 5 singles, additional single supp is £95.
3* Ardington Hotel, Worthing
A family run Edwardian hotel of 45 rooms with
contemporary styling. 2 minute walk to the
sea and central for shops, theatre & cinema.
Inc 10 single rooms, single supp thereafter is £50.

£369pp Based on minimum 25 people

Availability June to mid October 2018 & 2019
Sun & Mon 4* Tollgate Hotel, Bramber
Thurs & Fri 3* Ardington Hotel, Worthing

Always a free organiser place
Maximum 44 people

Wild & Wonderful Sussex
An action-packed three-day trip staying in
picture postcard Bramber or by the sea at
Worthing. We visit St Mary’ House & Garden,
Lancing College Chapel, the remarkable Sistine
Chapel church at Goring-on-Sea and the
gorgeous Sussex Prairie Garden. We’ve also
arranged an exhilarating wildlands safari at the
little known Knepp Castle Estate that your
members will remember for a very long time.
Day One: Arrive in Bramber, at the foot of the
South Downs, to a warm welcome at enchanting
St Mary’s House and Gardens. Still lived in, the
fine panelled rooms at this 15th century timber
framed house include the unique Elizabethan
trompe l’oeil Painted Room. There are intriguing
literary connections and 5 acres of beautiful
gardens with unusual features and amusing
topiary. Following the visit, simply cross the
High Street to the Tollgate Hotel to check in
or take a short drive to the best hotel in Worthing.
This evening a three-course dinner together.
Day Two: Sussex Coastal Curios &
The Prairie Garden An exhilarating day out
with an entertaining Blue Badge Guide begins

3 days

with visits to the soaring chapel of Lancing
College and the extraordinary painted ceiling
of the little Catholic church at Goring. Following
free time for lunch in Steyning we visit The Sussex
Prairie Garden. Huge, dazzling beds are choc
full with romantic swaying clouds of thousands of
bright and bold perennials. It’s a joyful kingdom
of colour in a natural bowl cradled by the rolling
South Downs. Not only are there no Keep off
the Grass signs there are actually little paths
encouraging to walk into and through the borders.
Interesting art dotted about adds to a brilliant visit.
Day Three: When Charlie Burrell inherited Knepp
Castle and farm he let the 3500 acre estate run
wild and created a paradise for wildlife. Grazing
longhorn cattle, deer and wild pigs breed without
human intervention. The River Arun has been
restored and two decades on rare species from
nightingales and turtle doves to peregrine
falcons and Purple Emperor butterflies thrive.
We’ve arranged an exclusive Wildland Truck
Safari and walking tour with the estate ecologists.
Stop to buy lunch nearby before heading for
home in the early afternoon.

Call us on 0208 692 1133
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Upstream
To The Source

35 miles

2

3 miles
ABINGDON

BENSON

2
WALLINGFORD

GORING

Available Weekdays May, June & Sept
Adults & Seniors: £37

2

15 miles

At the Goring Gap the mighty Thames chiselled its way through the Chilterns.
All around are picturesque Midsomer locations. We begin at 10.30am in
Wallingford to buy coffee and explore Midsomer’s Causton. We visit picture postcard
Dorchester Abbey and enjoy a main course and coffee lunch in an old coaching inn
much filmed for Midsomer Murders. At 3pm we board our private boat for a downstream
swoop through magnificent scenery. You’ll be heading home from Goring at 5.00pm.

MIDSOMER MURDERS & THE GORING GAP CRUISE

Available daily May to end September
Adults & Seniors: £30 Add 2-course lunch £11

A Thames bestseller. The day begins and ends in beautiful Abingdon-on-Thames,
founded around a mediaeval abbey and where to this day mediaeval buildings melt
into the Thames waters. You’ll meet the Badge Guide in the attractive market place
to buy morning refreshments before a gentle trail that includes rare access to the
ancient Abingdon Abbey buildings. After lunch locally (free time or add a group lunch)
a short rural drive takes us to Folly Bridge Oxford where we board our cruiser to begin
the 2 hour cruise downstream back to Abingdon negotiating the deepest lock on the
Thames along the way. You’ll be ready to head home at 4.45pm.

ABINGDON & THE COUNTY CRUISE
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Daily March to end October. Adults & Seniors: £27 inc morning coffee
Add fish & chip lunch with hot drink £11pp

5 miles

IFFLEY

FOLLY BRIDGE
OXFORD

GODSTOW

35 miles

Oxford is best met on foot so we’ve designed a day in the City of Dreaming Spires
that will show your folk a lot without walking them too far. We visit an Oxford College
and take two little cruises past Christchurch Meadow and the University boathouses
to the beautiful hidden village of Iffley to see the Piper window in the Romanesque church.
Start at 10.30am and finish at 5.00pm or start at noon and go home at 6pm.

OXFORD, THE ISIS & IFFLEY

Tue - Fri April, May, June, Sept Adults & Seniors: £32
Max 44 people Add one course carvery £11pp

Meet at 10.30am to buy coffee before discovering how they turned Witney’s Cogges Manor
Farm into Downton Abbey’s Yew Tree Farm. We tour the beautiful Oxfordshire Cotswolds to
see Downton locations and visit mediaeval Bampton which is Downton Village itself with the
Cottage Hospital, Isobel Crawley’s House and Mrs Patmore’s troublesome cottage. Free time for
lunch in Witney or add a carvery. lunch We cruise downstream from Godstow through ancient Port
Meadow and beneath the lowest bridge on the Thames to arrive at Folly Bridge, Oxford to head
straight home or buy tea and drinks and make tracks at 5.00pm or 6.30pm if you started at midday.

DOWNTON ABBEY COUNTRY & THE PORT MEADOW CRUISE

We break for lunch in the old inland port of Lechlade before enjoying a town
tour and a little 30-minute meander in a replica of a traditional Edwardian
launch from the Ha’Penny Bridge to the very highest navigable point on the
Thames. After time to buy tea locally you’ll head home at 5.00pm.
Available daily April to September
2
£27.00 Max 48 people

We start at 10.30am with morning coffee (included) in beautiful Cirencester
just a few miles from where the river rises in the Cotswolds Hills. During the
morning we follow the young Thames to Saxon Cricklade and we visit the
extraordinary fire & brimstone mediaeval stained glass at Fairford.
LECHLADE

COTSWOLDS RIVER THAMES EXPLORER

Entertaining day trips with top notch guides. See our website for longer tour descriptions or call 0208 692 1133 for a printout

The River Thames Collection

READING

2

15 miles

2

BEECHWOOD BEAUTY

30 miles

HENLEY

25 miles
THE ROYAL RIVER EXPLORER

15 miles
THIS COUNTRY CALLED ENGLAND

1 or 2

2

25 miles

Downstream To The Sea

WINDSOR

Perfect little packages exploring the non-tidal River Thames: an entertaining Blue Badge Guide, an original & creative
itinerary & a Thames Cruise. For a longer description of each itinerary please go to www.cityandvillagetours.com
or call us on 0208 692 1133 and we’ll pop a printed copy in the post to you.

RUNNYMEDE

Available Mon, Thur & Fri May to Sept
Adults & Seniors £28
Add 2-course lunch & coffee £14pp

We begin with morning coffee (included) at 10.30am at Kingston on Thames, just ten miles from
Charing Cross. Once the border of the Kingdoms of Mercia and Wessex seven Anglo Saxon Kings
of the new country of England were crowned here. Our day tells the story of This Country called England,
on foot, on the coach past Hampton Court to Windsor and on a 90 minute cruise downriver to Runnymede.
Head home from Runnymede at 4.45pm or add an hour to see new bronze thrones in Runnymede Meadow.

Daily from April to end September
Adults & Seniors: £25

We begin at 10.30am in the idyllic village of Dorney where we visit the Olympic rowing lake or
Dorney Church followed by your choice of a walking tour in Eton or a coach tour of the Thames
villages in the Queen’s neck of the woods, which includes a stop at the Windsor Farm Shop or
a walking tour in Eton. Free time for lunch today in Windsor.
BOULTERS LOCK
The afternoon cruise is two hours of beautiful Thames
scenery from Windsor upriver past the Racecourse
and the homes of the rich and famous to Boulters Lock
at Maidenhead. You’ll be heading home today at 4.15pm.

1

MARLOW

The perfect Jam Buster taking in the most perfect stretch of the river. Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
noon in elegant Marlow on Thames for free time to buy lunch and a town trail. Next by coach to explore
the Cookham area famous for Stanley Spencer and Wind in the Willows. A late afternoon two and a half
hour cruise today upstream from Boulters Lock, Maidenhead. This is possibly the most beautiful stretch
of the non-tidal Thames. We sweep beneath the hanging beechwoods of Cliveden and pass the
beautiful meadows of Cookham. We arrive back in Marlow to head home at 6.30pm.
Available daily April to September
Adults & Seniors: £26

Available daily April to September
Adults & Seniors: £26

This day starts in Marlow at 11am with time to buy morning
refreshments before a scenic coach tour through the beautiful
Thames Chilterns to pick out Chiltern Curios such as the
Maharajah’s Well. We arrive in Henley Queen of the Thames for
a long lunch break with plenty of time to explore this jolly riverside
town that feels rather like an upmarket seaside resort.
At 4pm we board our cruiser for a gorgeous late afternoon cruise
downriver to Marlow. This tour is not suitable for extra long tri-axle coaches.

CHILTERN CURIOS & THE ROYAL REGATTA CRUISE

Available Tue - Fri 3 to 30 Sept 2018
& 23 April to 24 May 2019
Adults & Seniors: £29

French PM Monsieur Macron has offered to loan Britain the Bayeux Tapestry. Thanks Mr Macron but
we’ve already got one and it lives in the surprising Thames side town of Reading. Beautiful Reading
Abbey, founded by the Conqueror’s son Henry I, reopens this summer after a £2m restoration.
Meet the guide at 10.30am to buy coffee before exploring the Abbey Quarter, discovering England’s
full size Bayeux Tapestry, an enormous lion in a beautiful Victorian Park plus the Oscar Wilde
Chestnut Walk alongside the walls of Reading Gaol. Our cruise today is the two and a quarter
hour stretch from Reading downriver through beautiful Sonning
to Henley from where you’ll be heading home at 5.30pm.

New! READING - a story of Biscuits & the Bayeux Tapestry

The Royal Collection

Booking Now For 2018 & 2019

MANY QUEENS OF ENGLAND - with Clarence House

ROYAL LONDON - with Buckingham Palace

Seven Queens have ruled in their own right.
Or eight if you include Mathilda. Or maybe six
if you don’t count Mathilda or Lady Jane Grey.
And then there are the Queen Consorts and
dare I say the very, very many Royal Mistresses
of England? Oh my! What tales to tell!
The day includes a visit to Clarence House,
for fifty years the home of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother and now home
to Charles and Camilla.

Organisers booking their own visits to
Buckingham Palace must pay long in
advance and will lose the money if anyone
cancels. Book with us and you’ll pay just
a week before the visit and we will even
refund up to five Palace tickets if you have
members who can’t make it on the day –
that’s over £100 in Palace tickets. Our day
includes a top notch Blue Badge Guide,
morning coffee and biscuits and a Royal
Parks coach permit so that we can reach
where other tours cannot go.

at birthplaces, residences, scandals and successes.
The morning coach tour will keep your legs fresh
for the afternoon visit to Buckingham Palace.

Meet the Guide in Trafalgar Square at
10.30am for morning refreshments (included).
We’re not mucking about today, it’s Royal
London all the way, so we’ll begin with a
little walk to Horse Guards Parade to see
the Changing of the Queen’s Life Guards.
The coach will collect us on Whitehall and
using our special Royal Parks permit we’ll
drive under Admiralty Arch and along the
Mall for the best views of Buckingham Palace.

This year’s special exhibition will mark the 70th
birthday of the Prince of Wales. An optional audio
guide is included in the ticket price and our guide
will be on hand to answer your questions.
You can buy a Royal cuppa in the Garden Marquee
before heading for home at 5.30pm.

Meet our Blue Badge Guide at St Paul’s Cathedral
at 10.30am to purchase morning refreshments.
We hear the sad tale of Brandy Nan and head
off by coach to find both Bloody Mary and Good
Queen Bess on Fleet Street, a warrior queen on
Westminster Bridge and a She-Wolf haunting
a ruined church in the City.

retired with fabulous wealth but others met
with a grisly end.
After free time for lunch on London’s South Bank
we visit Clarence House. Visitors are guided
around the five ground-floor rooms where The
Prince and The Duchess of Cornwall undertake
official engagements and receive guests from
around the world. There are outstanding 20th
century paintings including works by John Piper,
Graham Sutherland and Augustus John. Superb
examples of Fabergé, English porcelain and
silver which particularly relate to the Bowes-Lyon
family are also on display.

We set down just a short hop from the house
entrance and as admittance is by timed ticket
(18 people every 15 minutes) our guide will look
after your folk both before and after their Clarence
Royal mistresses have always walked the tightrope House visit. Option to head home at 4.45pm or
transfer by coach for a comfort stop and optional
between glamour, luxury and ruin. Sometimes
cuppa before heading home by 5.30pm. You will
multiple mistresses bumped along quite happily
together like George I’s Elephant & Castle but at
pay for your tickets just two weeks before you go.
other times there was fierce rivalry – Nell Gwynn
Adults & Seniors: £26
once laced a rivals food with laxatives! Some
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During the morning our entertaining coach tour
traces the story of where the royals have lived
over the past twelve hundred years. We look

We break for lunch on the South Bank with a choice
of cafés and restaurants or bring a packed lunch.
When the Queen makes her summer visit to Scotland,
nineteen Buckingham Palace rooms are opened to
visitors. The State Rooms are lavishly furnished
with some of the greatest treasures from the Royal
Collection - paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens and
Canaletto; exquisite Sèvres porcelain; fine English
and French furniture.

Adults & Seniors: £38

includes morning refreshments
Available daily late July to early October.
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100% Top Notch Blue Badge Guides
CORONATIONS & CELEBRATIONS - with Westminster Abbey

Kings, queens, statesmen and soldiers. Poets,
priests, heroes and villains. Westminster Abbey
is a living pageant of British history. The Abbey
has been the coronation church since 1066, has
seen the weddings of sixteen Kings & Queens, is
the final resting place of seventeen monarchs and
has memorials to some of our greatest citizens.
Groups can only visit with a Blue Badge Guide
so make it a top notch City & Village Tours Blue
Badge Guide. All of our London guides have
studied in depth for the very exacting Abbey
exams - request your favourite guide to join
you for a very memorable day out.
Arrive at 10.30am for time to buy morning
refreshments. To do full justice to the Abbey
we’ll split your group in half - each for an in
depth guided tour of Westminster Abbey with
our Blue Badge Guide and each to enjoy free
time to explore two other unique and important
institutions within eyesight of the Abbey.
Our Abbey tour will take you from the Shrine
of Edward the Confessor and the Tomb of the
Unknown Warrior to Poets Corner and the
sublimely beautiful fan vaulted ceiling of the
Henry VIII chapel where the banners of the

Knights and Dames Grand Cross of The Most
Honourable Order of the Bath hang. See how
the mediaeval architects created a theatre for
coronations and discover some of the Abbeys
most curious secrets.
For the other half of your day you’ll be free to
visit St Margaret’s Westminster - the Parish
Church of Parliament and the Supreme Court
- the highest court in the land set up to replace
the Law Lords and much in the news of late with
the Brexit appeals. You could even pop into the
Palace of Westminster and lobby your MP! You
certainly aren’t going to be short of things to do.
There will be time at the end of the afternoon
to buy refreshments before making tracks for
home at 4.30pm ahead of the rush hour.

Adults £34 Seniors: £30
Available weekdays all year.
For more information call us on 0208 692 1133.
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The Royal Collection
WINTER IN WINDSOR - with Windsor Castle & the Farm Shop

During the winter, with fewer tourists around, extra
rooms known as the Semi-State apartments are
opened at Windsor Castle for visitors in the know.
Enjoy this extended visit which includes a guided
tour of St George’s Chapel in the castle grounds
scene of two Royal weddings in 2018. We also
take you on a guided tour of the Royal Landscape
and visit the Windsor farm Shop where the Queen
sells produce from the Royal Farms.

We are going to have free time for lunch in
Windsor so you can spend as little or as long
as you want in the castle before we meet to
board the coach for an exhilarating look at the
Royal landscape including taking in the views
of the Castle from the Long Walk.

We round off a memorable day with a visit to the
Windsor Farm Shop where HM sells produce from
the Royal farms. Take home a treat embossed with
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am in Windsor the Royal crest and treat yourself to tea and cake
– if you have poor walkers we’ll get you good and
in the café before heading home at 4.45pm.
close to the castle to save the long walk from
Adults & Seniors: £33
the coach park. There will be time to buy morning
refreshments beneath the castle walls before
Available Monday to Saturday all year but
stepping inside the Queen’s favourite residence.
October to March for the Semi-State apartments.
We start in St George’s Chapel where you sit
to listen to our guide’s commentary introducing
the castle. The State Apartments are hung with
paintings from the Royal Collection - Rembrandt,
Rubens, Canaletto and Gainsborough.
From October through to March you can also
see George IV’s private rooms. Known as the
Semi-State Apartments they include some
of the most richly decorated castle interiors.
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Those Magnificent Men
Barely a decade after the Wright Brothers took
to the skies impossibly brave young men climbed
into flimsy aeroplanes of wood, canvas and
glue and took off from the grassy runway of a
requisitioned farm at Stow Maries in Essex to
defend their country against Zeppelin attacks.
In the year that marks the 100th anniversaries
of both the Great War and the RAF we celebrate
Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines
with an afternoon musical show in the authentic
men’s Mess Hall of the world’s last surviving
Great War Aerodrome. Our performers, singer
John Knowles and virtuoso Paul Higgs on
keyboards, will take you on a musical journey
from the first days of flight, through the glory
and pain of the Great War, and on to the
daring exploits of the Second World War.
Interspersed with snippets of the historical
milestones of Stow Maries, the Royal Flying
Corps and the RAF this memorable afternoon
runs through the whole gamut of emotions
stirred by the exploits of the young men and
women who gave everything for their country.
Songs include Those Magnificent Men, Snoopy
Versus The Red Baron, Wing & A Prayer, and
all of the most loved Great War standards
through to The Dam Busters March, some
1940s Boogie Woogie and, of course, a bit of
We’ll Meet Again and The White Cliffs of Dover.
“This is joyful, moving, flag waving stuff.”
Singer John Knowles has music in his blood.
In his youth he played across Europe with his
band Talisman. In more recent years he has
led the magnificent entertainment ensemble
Cockney Pride. John’s intimate style will tug
at your heartstrings and his lovely, gentle
sense of humour will warm the old cockles.

24

Booking now on 0208 692 1133

Paul Higgs on keyboards is one of the UK’s
leading trumpet players and composers. His
extensive musical career included many years
as Musical Director at the National Theatre and
the Royal Shakespeare Company. Paul has
performed with a stellar list of musicians from
Johnny Dankworth to John Williams. He has
played at major concert halls around the world
from Ronnie Scotts to the Royal Albert Hall.
Together John and Paul create a magical
afternoon taking you on a unique and very
entertaining musical journey through 100 years
of Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying
Machines. A Mess Hall Afternoon Tea with
sandwiches, sausage rolls and scones is
served and the afternoon also includes an
optional guided tour of the Stow Maries site
and time to see the Museum.
Those Magnificent Men is also a Jam Buster
making sure that you miss the rush hours at
both ends of the day.
Arrive on site near Maldon in Essex at 11.45am
for the optional tour and time to see the museum.
At 1.30pm we serve our Mess Hall Afternoon Tea
with a mix of sandwiches, savouries and scones
and the entertainment begins.
There’ll be some sing-a-long opportunities, a bit
of dancing if you wish, and a short interval and
when the show finishes you’ll be safely back
on your coach ready to head home at 3.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £35
Available weekdays to the end of March 2019
Minimum 30 people, maximum 65 people

0.5

0 miles

® Ruth Crafer
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New! Being Brunel in Bristol
In beautiful and vibrant Bristol Brunel found
a market for his visionary ideas. Join us for a
very enjoyable and rewarding day with visits to
two of his finest works - the Clifton Suspension
Bridge and SS Great Britain where the new
Being Brunel exhibition opened this year .
Please meet our Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am
for morning coffee (included) in the Crypt of
St. Mary Redcliffe. The church was built by
the city merchants over a period of 200 years.
It serves as a great canvas to introduce the
story of Bristol.
This was England’s second port and in
architectural terms it is still among our richest
cities. Outstanding buildings remain of every
century from Norman times onward.
Timber-framed houses large and small survive,
as do the imposing mansions and elegant
terraces built by the merchants and plantation
owners. Clifton is famous for Brunel’s mighty
suspension bridge, which we stop to visit
during our city coach tour. We also stop to
savour the panoramic views from the Downs.
In this city of water the floating harbour, lock
gates and even some of the warehouses were
designed and built by the industrious Brunel.
We’ll stop by the waterside in the Old City
where you’ll find plenty of choice for lunch, from
a pub with a mediaeval interior to the café bar
of the Theatre Royal, Britain’s oldest continually
worked theatre. Stroll through elegant Queen
Square or take a look at the strikingly modern
Millennium Square on Harbourside.
Our afternoon is devoted to Brunel and
SS Great Britain. The first iron-hulled
propeller-driven steamship in the world was
built with the Great Western Railway as part of
Brunel’s London to New York transport network.
Painstaking research has been used to recreate
life on board from the finery of the First Class

Day trip

cabins and Ladies Boudoir to the cramped
and pungent steerage berths. You’ll see the
Crews Quarters as well as a gamblers den
and the ships surgery.
New for 2018 Being Brunel explores the
legacy of one of the world’s greatest and
most innovative engineers. The galleries
are designed to recall the Great Exhibition
of 1851 which Brunel helped design.
A giant eight-metre head gazes over the
galleries. Complete with stovepipe hat and
ubiquitous cigar, it’s the iconic image of
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, a man whose
grand ambitions encapsulated the Victorian
era. This is the man who came second only
to Winston Churchill in a poll of the One
Hundred Greatest Englishmen.
Step into Brunel’s London dining room, learn
about his entrepreneurial zeal and see some of
the thousands of souvenirs that were made in
his lifetime when he became quite the celebrity.
We’ll stay on site to buy tea before heading for
home at 4.45pm.

Adults £31 & Seniors: £29
Available daily all year

Too far for a day trip?
Come and SleepOver - ask about the
options for stays of one to four nights.
For more information call 0208 692 1133.
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Essex Winter Warmer - with a visit to the Chocolate Lady
The ideal day to keep your group warm
and entertained in the colder months. An
entertaining coach tour through beautiful
Essex country villages, free time for lunch
in Saffron Walden and in the afternoon a visit
to the Chocolate Lady for tea, a talk and a
demonstration of chocolate making. We’ve
been taking groups to Julie for twenty five
years now and she is always great fun.

Our guide will hop on your coach en route
to glorious Thaxted to buy morning coffee at
10.30am. With its famous Guildhall, magnificent

church and restored Windmill set against
a backdrop of Mediaeval houses it is
considered the jewel in the crown of Essex.
The vast church is evidence of a prosperity
born of the weaving and cutlery trade. The
composer Holst lived here, you’ll see his
house. From high up in your coach, above
the hedgerows, you’ll enjoy wonderful views
as your Blue Badge Guide skilfully captures
the essence of rural Essex. For lunch we visit
Saffron Walden. Few towns have retained
their mediaeval street plan so well and there

Barrow Boys & Bankers 		
Contrasting stories of rags and riches in London
districts a stone’s throw from each other but
worlds apart. Visit the atmospheric streets
of Spitalfields and discover the story of banking
in the Square Mile with a coach tour and a
visit to the Bank of England Museum.
We begin at 10.30am with morning coffee
and biscuits included near Liverpool Street
station. For centuries the City was a closed
shop. Only Livery Company members could
ply their trades - foreigners, whether from
Deptford or abroad, had to settle outside the
walls. Huguenots, fleeing France, brought silk

weaving to Spitalfields just outside the City.
Their grand Georgian houses, some of the best
preserved in the country, would go on to house
successive waves of new arrivals from the
English countryside as well as the four corners
of the Globe. We’ll see a soup kitchen for the
Jewish poor, Hawksmoor’s Christ Church and
the sites of some of the Ripper murders.
We’ll break for free time to buy lunch in and
around Spitalfields Market or come Monday
or Tuesday if you’d like to add a group lunch.
In the afternoon enjoy a fascinating little coach
tour telling the story of banking plus a visit to

Ghosts of the Romney Marsh Pub Tour
The Romney Marsh is a remote and mysterious
place - a landscape of wide horizons dotted with
small villages and ancient churches beneath huge
starry skies. Smuggling began on the Romney
Marsh. And where there are smugglers there are
ghost stories to explain those mysterious bumps
in the night and keep people indoors.
Enjoy an afternoon or evening coach tour full of
ghosts, smugglers and the mysteries of the Marsh
with visits to two ancient country pubs followed by
fish & chips at the famous Pilot Inn at Dungeness.
Meet the Guide on the edge of the Marsh at the

Day trip

Day trip

time to suit you from midday to 6pm. The tour
lasts four hours including two pub stops and
fish & chips at The Pilot Inn.
Discover the swashbuckling Dr Syn - by day the
local vicar, by night the smuggling Scarecrow
and find out why you must always protect yourself
from witches by smashing your egg shells.
Marsh folk also smuggled wool to France hooting
like owls in the night to signal to each other over
the misty marsh. We’ll pick out some interesting
pubs. Are they haunted? Of course they are –
just don’t go the loo on your own.

is a good choice of cafés and pubs.
Market days are Tuesdays and Saturdays.
In the afternoon, we are off to see the
Chocolate Lady in her farmhouse workshop.
A cream tea will be served in the workshop
and this is included in the tour price.
You’ll be heading home by 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £28
Add coffee & biscuits for £3pp

Available Mon - Sat all year

1
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the Bank of England Museum. If you prefer,
we can go to the beautiful City of London
Art Gallery. After time for tea we head for
home at 4.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £19

Available weekdays all year
Tour inc lunch is £29

1
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The first Pilot Inn at Dungeness was built from the
timbers of a Spanish ship wrecked for its cargo of
brandy. This legendary pub serves the best fish
& chips in Kent. The tour lasts four hours including
two pub stops for drinks and the final stop at the
Pilot for fish & chips. So if you start at 3pm, you’ll
eat at 6pm and be heading home at 7pm.

Adults & Seniors: £26
Available daily all year
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Call us on 0208 692 1133

Full Board
& Coach

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive coach travel throughout **
4 nights 4* accommodation
Cooked breakfasts every day
3-course, 3-choice evening dinners
Hot lunch included every day
All admissions included
Saint Hill Manor Tour with Lunch
Two days out with Blue Badge Guide
Sussex Coastal Curios Tour
Brighton & Hove Panoramic Tour
The Mad Jack Fuller Country tour
Free day in resort
Visit and Lunch en route home
10 single rooms without supplement
Free organiser place across the tour
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

THE HOTEL
4* Cavendish Hotel, Seafront, Eastbourne
This impressive Victorian hotel commands the premier
position on Eastbourne’s Grand Parade opposite the
Band Stand. There’s a spa, lounge, bar, library,
grand sea view restaurant and a lift to all floors.

£475pp Based on minimum 25 people
Available October 2018 to April 2019
Ask about our Christmas Specials.
** This five day break includes executive coaching
for groups coming from within a 250 mile range
of Eastbourne. We are happy to quote for groups
coming from farther afield.

The Sussex Curios Winter Warmer
This five day full board break is based at a
premier 4* seafront hotel in Eastbourne. With
three theatres and sandy beaches for winter
walks Eastbourne is a great base for a winter
break. We’ve designed an itinerary that mixes
guided tours and special visits with free time
to do your own thing.
Day One: On the way to Eastbourne we’ve
arranged a 2-course light lunch with coffee in the
beautiful Monkey Room followed by a house tour
at Georgian Saint Hill Manor in the Ashdown
Forest. Arrive at the hotel by 4.00pm to check
in and get ready for a 3-course, 3-choice dinner.
Day Two: 10.30am to 4.30pm: Via Beachy Head
for one of our most popular Blue Badge Guided
tours - The Sussex Coastal Curios with visits
to Lancing College chapel and the remarkable
Sistine Chapel church at Goring. Carvery lunch
in Bramber and a Brighton & Hove panoramic
tour on the way home. Dinner at the hotel.
Day Three: A free day to enjoy Eastbourne.
Visit the Towner Art Gallery (free), take a stroll
along the promenade or sit in the hotel library
with a good book and a pot of tea. A two course
lunch is laid on at the hotel today.

5 days

Day Four: 10am to 5pm: Blue Badge guided
tour: Mad Jack Fuller Country. This eccentric
Georgian Squire built a series of follies in some
of the highest and most attractive countryside
in England - here in Sussex. It’s cracking tale
with a great cast of characters from the England
of Mad King George. Today’s excursion includes
lunch with a hot drink in a Grade II listed country
pub and a visit to beautiful Battle. We return to
the hotel with plenty of time for a pre-dinner nap!
One last three-course dinner together this evening
in the elegant sea-view restaurant.
Day Five: We wave goodbye to Eastbourne this
morning and break the journey home with one last
interesting visit and a lunch. We’ll match this visit
and lunch to your journey home. Options include
Aylesford Priory with lunch in the mediaeval
Pilgrims Hall (M2/M25 Kent) and the much filmed
village of Shere in the Beautiful Surrey Hills.
We offer holidays based in Eastbourne throughout
the year and we are always happy to tailor
itineraries to create the perfect holiday for your
group. Arts Societies are invited to enquire
about our 2019 Sussex Art Trail SleepOvers.
For more information call us on 0208 692 1133.

Winter Break on the Old Kent Coast
A five day winter break based at a great hotel,
newly refurbished, with a group friendly
large bar and lounge area. It’s just a minute
from the beautiful Folkestone Leas - ideal for
gentle walks with sea views. We’ve a balanced
programme of activities planned including first
and last day visits, two days of sightseeing
with an award winning City & Village Tours Blue
Badge Guide and an after dinner talk & Show
& Tell with TV antiques expert Alison Chapman
(Secret Dealers and Dickinson’s Real Deal).
Day One Monday: En route to Folkestone enjoy
a two course lunch with coffee in the mediaeval
Pilgrims Hall with time to enjoy the modern art in
the chapels at Aylesford Priory on the banks of
the River Medway (just off the M20/M2). If you
arrive here for lunch around 1.00pm you’ll be
checking in at the Burlington by 4.30pm - just
right for a wash and brush up before dinner.
Day Two Tuesday: Blue Badge Guided day
out exploring the mysterious Romney Marsh,
including the marsh churches, a fish & chip lunch
at the famous Pilot Inn at Dungeness and a visit
to the historic hilltop town of Rye.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Coach travel throughout*
10 Single rooms without supplement
4 nights 4* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone
3-Course, 3-choice dinners with coffee
Cooked breakfasts
Two days with the Blue Badge guide
Free driver half board accommodation
Absolutely all admissions included
Grand Hotel Tour with Cream Tea
2-Course lunch & coffee Aylesford Priory
Fish & Chip lunch at The Pilot Inn
Free place for the group organiser
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£495pp Based on 25 people

* Includes coaching within 250 miles of hotel

5 days

After dinner tonight you’ll be joined by TV antiques
expert and Kent Business Woman of the Year
Alison Chapman for an entertaining talk and a
Show & Tell of unusual antiques.
Day Three Wednesday: Free day in resort.
We’ve arranged a fascinating Behind-the Scenes
tour at The Grand Hotel next door which became
known as The Monkey House when King Edward VII
and his bearded chums came here to entertain their
mistresses. Includes a cream tea.
Day Four Thursday: With the Guide we visit the
Scramble Experience at the Battle of Britain
Memorial, the beautiful Kent Downs and Canterbury.
You can opt to stay and sit with the Choir for Choral
Evensong arriving back at the hotel in time for dinner.
Day Five Friday: After check out an exhilarating
morning at Port Lympne Wild Animal Park, which
returns endangered black rhino and gorillas to
the wild. Set high on the old Saxon Shore with far
reaching views across the Romney Marsh and out
to sea you’ll enjoy a tour of the site on African-style
safari trucks. See the gorillas at feeding time, visit
the big cats and the little meerkats and have time
to buy a light lunch before heading home at 3.00pm.

THE HOTEL
The 4* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone

This is a cracking 4* Best Western Plus family
run hotel. The 60 room Edwardian hotel is in the
upmarket West End of Folkestone just off the
famous Leas with a pleasant walk along to the
beaches, old harbour arm and fish market.
It’s the hotel that local groups choose - U3A,
Probus and Rotary clubs all hold dinners here.
Immaculate housekeeping and a great staff.
This winter package is available October 2018
to the end of March 2019
We also have spring and summer packages at this
hotel - please go to www.cityandvillagetours.com
or call 0208 692 1133 for printed details.

Join us Tuesdays in 2018
The

Cockney Matinees

On Board the Tereza-Joanne in the Royal Docks in London’s East End

Proper Cockney Entertainment
Starring Gordon Bennett - Chas & Dave
meets Max Bygraves with a dash of Max Miller.
Keyboard, Ukulele & the Cockney spoons
with Sing-a-Longs, Comedy and Dancing.
It’s a Right Old Cockney Knees Up to send
your folk home with a smile.
Includes Chicken & Chips
or Goujons of Fish & Chips in a Basket

Cash Bar
Level access & moored boat
Free coach parking
A warm hearted afternoon with absolutely
no bad language at a wonderful venue
with polite, friendly & efficient staff

£25.00pp
Minimum 25 people

Every Tuesday throughout 2018
Noon to 3.30pm
Miss the rush hour at both ends of the day

Group Bookings

Every Tuesday in 2018

Call: 0208 692 1133

THE COCKNEY MATINEES

Ask about the Christmas Specials

The Cockney Matinees are a Triumph!
The venue in London’s Royal Docks has spectacular views
across the water to the City skyline. Groups sit at reserved
banqueting tables, all with great sightlines, around the
generous dance floor. This is a jam buster so groups arrive
for lunch at midday and dance their way back to the coach
at 3.30pm missing the rush hour at both ends of the day.
The fully licensed bar is open throughout the afternoon.
Add dessert and a coffee for your group or let them choose
and pay their own way from the tempting and very reasonably
priced dessert trolleys that come round in the interval.
MD Gyll King loves Gordon Bennett’s beautifully crafted
shows, attending every Tuesday that she can. Gyll says:
“It’s the absolute highlight of my week, I love it. When I look
round the audience as well as all the laughter I see that particular
smile on people’s faces, the wonderfully contented one that
says that right here, right now everything is right with the world”.
If you’d like to see the show for yourself before you book
for your group you are welcome to come with a friend as
our guest. To reserve your space call us on 0208 692 1133.
Superb venue, food and presentation very good, staff
extremely polite, smart and attentive, teamwork outstanding.
We got exactly what we came for - a good Cockney sing-song.
Molly Mann, Writtle Travel Group.
My group really enjoyed it and to see them get
up and dance was marvellous.
Vivien Osborne The Phoenix Friendship Group
Everyone had a great time… Gordon Bennett was very good.
Karen Kirby, Kirbys Coaches

Join us for the Cockney Matinees
because the Okey Cokey is exactly
what it is all about.

The Strictly Tea Dance Wednesdays Throughout the Year
City & Village Tours presents The Strictly Tea
Dance on Wednesdays throughout the year in
London’s Royal Docks in the East End.
Hosted by comic and impressionist Chris Wheeler
and our professional Ballroom and Latin dance
couple join us for a memorable afternoon that
is part show and part traditional tea dance.
Whether your folk want to sit back and watch our
professional dance couple or get up and dance
there is something for everyone in this gentle
afternoon entertainment. Our talented host will
bring a great deal of laughter not to mention
the uncanny presence of some favourite
Strictly favourites including Bruce and Craig.
Arrive at midday at the Tereza-Joanne in London’s
Royal Docks (a five minute drive from the Brick
Lane Music Hall). This is a huge white boat
permanently moored in the Royal Albert Dock.
As you approach you can tell it’s a boat but once
you step aboard (with level access) it doesn’t feel
like a boat. With fantastic views across the water
to the Docklands and the City skyline this is a
beautiful and spacious banqueting suite
transformed for the afternoon into our ballroom.
You arrive at midday - too early for the full
afternoon tea but we know that people will
be peckish. So as soon as you sit down you’ll
be presented with a little Tapas board of savoury
titbits and your first pot of tea - an afternoon tea
starter if you will! There’s also a fully licensed bar
where you can buy the usual wines, beers and
spirits. You’re welcome to warm up with a dance
or two before the show starts at 12.45pm.
Our Master of Ceremonies, the immaculate
Chris Wheeler, will soon break the ice ready for
a wonderful afternoon with his warm hearted
comedy and gently reverential impressions of
Strictly favourites. Then our professional dance
couple make their entrance. Sit back to enjoy
the spectacle of ballroom dancing at its best.

During the afternoon our dancers will present
a number of demonstration dances. They’ll also
offer some professional tips and share some style
and technique secrets, inviting your folk to take to
the floor and showcase their own skills - or lack of
them! Fun and entertainment is the name of our
game today. We aim to infuse your folk with the
feel good factor & send them home whistling.
At 2.00pm, at the end of Act One, we will serve
our impressive afternoon tea and the floor is
open for some traditional tea dancing throughout
the 45 minute interval.
For Act Two we go Latin! Our professional dance
couple once more sweep on to the floor with
a spectacular demonstration dance followed by
more fun and games with members of the
audience invited to take to the floor and some
tongue in cheek judging. Throughout the
afternoon Master of Ceremonies Chris Wheeler
will move everything along at a nice clip and
the tea continues to flow.
Your folk will love our exciting finale whether
they get up and join in or watch the action.
This is a beautifully produced afternoon of
beauty and laughter that your members will be
talking about for a long time to come. You’ll be
heading home at 3.30pm ahead of the rush hour.
You can join us for the Strictly Tea Dance on
Wednesdays throughout 2018.
Tickets are £35 and include our afternoon tea
starter of savoury tit bits followed by an impressive
afternoon tea of sandwiches, cakes and scones
and unlimited tea and coffee. There is ample free
coach and car parking on site and disabled access
including wheelchair accessible toilets.
Group minimum is 25 people but smaller groups
are welcome to join subject to availability.

Book now on 0208 692 1133

Wednesdays
in the Royal
Docks
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Canterbury Cathedral Christmas SleepOver
Stay as a guest
of Canterbury
Cathedral

Arrive Sunday mid morning to drop your bags
at the Lodge to return after lunch or plan to
arrive in the early afternoon to check in to your
spacious and stylish bedrooms – each of which
has a view of the Cathedral.
Experience the majesty of the Cathedral
choir at Choral Evensong at 3.15pm or enjoy
shopping and sightseeing in the city. This
SleepOver includes the chef’s three course
Sunday dinner cooked just for your group.
For the remainder of your evening?
Enjoy a drink at one (or more) of the city’s
hostelries or how about coffee or a glass
of wine and a game of cards in the elegant
and book filled library?
On the Monday a top notch Blue Badge Guide
arrives after breakfast for your choice of tour.
Each option starts with a gentle city walk and
Cathedral tour while both are quiet before we
return to the Lodge for check out.
Enjoy elevenses of tea, coffee and biscuits while
the tour guide supervises porterage of your
luggage back to the coach ready to set off.

2 days

We are heading by coach to Faversham, one of
the most charming and historic small towns in
southern England, nestling between the rural
beauty of the Downs and the sweeping flatlands
of the north Kent marshes. Probably the summer
capital of the Saxon Kings, the town was recorded
in the Domesday Book and is one of the few
places outside London where a King and his
Queen were buried.
We’ll have a 2-course lunch with coffee at an
historic old pub decked with hop garlands and
with an old inglenook fire place in the heart of
the pedestrian conservation area.
After lunch we take a little stroll to discover the
finest mediaeval street in England, an old world
chemist with mortar & pestle shop sign and the art
deco cinema. Faversham is enormously attractive
and compact so you are never far from cover and
we don’t overdo the walking at all. Just right to
help lunch go down before starting the drive
home at 3.00/3.30pm.
For more information call us on 0208 692 1133.

THE HOTEL
4* Canterbury Cathedral Lodge

Within the ancient Canterbury city walls lies some
of our finest mediaeval architecture. At its heart
lies one of the oldest, and, without doubt, the
most important of the English Cathedrals and in
the beautiful private cathedral grounds lies one
of the most perfectly located hotels in the world.
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The modern 4* hotel has just 35 spacious and
elegant bedrooms on two floors with a lift and
is arranged around a central courtyard. Most
rooms have cathedral views. Guests receive
their own Cathedral pass which allows you to
breeze past the queue for free entrance to the
Cathedral as many times as you want.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night 4* dinner, bed & breakfast
3 course evening meal with coffee
Very Good Cooked breakfast
5 single rooms without supplement
Blue Badge Guided tour
Admission to Canterbury Cathedral
Admission to Eastbridge Hospital
Mid morning refreshments on Monday
2-course lunch with coffee Monday

£179pp Based on min 25 people
£239pp including coaching with extra free places

Also available for a 2-day Autumn, Winter
or early Spring break.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night 4* at The White Hart Salisbury
Buffet lunch at the hotel on arrival
3 course evening meal (3 choices)
10 Single rooms free of supplement
Salisbury Christmas Market
Salisbury Cathedral Choral Evensong
Blue Badge guided tour
Romsey Abbey, Test Valley & Winchester
Roast chicken lunch with hot drink
Winchester Christmas Market
Free place for Group Organiser
Free driver half board & 24 hr parking

£179pp Based on minimum 25 people
£239pp including coaching within 250 miles

THE HOTEL
4* Mercure White Hart, Salisbury
Dating to the 17th century, The White Hart has
been Salisbury’s finest hotel for 400 years.
The White Hart is a 5-minute walk from Salisbury
Cathedral in one direction and the city centre and
Salisbury Christmas Market in the other. There are
68 modern and classy rooms, a refined restaurant
and elegant bar and lounge areas. The three floor
historic hotel does not have a lift.
Available Sunday & Monday
with Winchester Market from 18 November
& both Winchester & Salisbury Markets
from 22 November 2018

Salisbury & Winchester Christmas Markets
Enjoy a free day of shopping and sightseeing
in Salisbury with a SleepOver at a handsome
4* Georgian city centre hotel followed by a Blue
Badge guided tour of winter landscapes in the
beautiful Test Valley, lunch and a visit to the
Norman Abbey in Romsey and an afternoon at
the Winchester Christmas Market.
Arrive on Sunday in time in time for a buffet lunch
at the 4* Mercure White Hart Hotel in the heart
of Salisbury. This compact city is laid out on a
mediaeval chequer board design with over 500
listed buildings. The afternoon is yours to enjoy
the Salisbury Christmas Market (selected dates
only and to 4pm on Sundays) and, for those
who’d like to, Choral Evensong is at 4.30pm
at the Cathedral all within a short and flat walk
from the hotel. In the evening the hotel serves
your group a three course dinner. How about
a game of cards in front of the log fire?
The Blue Badge Guide arrives after breakfast on
Monday to take you on a scenic drive through
winter landscapes in the beautiful Test Valley.

2 days

We stop in the genteel market town of Romsey,
which you might recognise as Kingsmarkham from
the TV adaptations of Ruth Rendell’s Inspector
Wexford. We visit the magnificent Romsey Abbey
where we track down a fun and unusual set of
hidden figures known as grotesques - from the
pagan Sheel-na-gig to a whole bevy of stone cats.
We stay in Romsey for a two course lunch with
coffee before driving through more landscapes
of ancient woodland, water-meadows and rolling
chalk hills to Winchester.
Once the heart of Alfred the Great’s Wessex
Winchester is one of England’s most prosperous
cities. Hear all about St Swithin and Jane Austen
and enjoy Winchester Christmas Market with more
than 100 gaily decorated wooden chalets nestled
against the walls of the cathedral.
It’s up to you when to make tracks for home.
We’d suggest 4.45pm as the earliest to allow
sufficient time to enjoy the market.

Call us on 0208 692 1133
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The Mighty Wurlitzer Christmas Concerts 2018				
2018 will be City & Village Tours’ 11th Year
commissioning a special series of concerts
at the Musical Museum at Kew Bridge. Our
concerts help to fund a project close to our
hearts that receives no government funding.
This year the theme is A Christmas in
New York. Resident organist Chris Barber
will be at the helm of the Mighty Wurlitzer
accompanied by a fine soprano singer.
Special lighting and projections will transport
you across the Atlantic. Expect music from
shows and films featuring popular tunes from
the Great American Song Book including
White Christmas and Winter Wonderland.
For 2018 we’re introducing FIVE very important
changes to enhance your afternoon out,
The Concert now includes lunch - It’s been
tricky for groups to factor in a bite to eat on
the way to West London without falling foul of
the traffic so serving lunch is the ideal solution.
Arrive at 12.45/1.00pm for time to enjoy the
quirky museum before sitting down to lunch at
1.30pm. A selection of sandwiches with seasonal
fillings, salad garnish, crisps, sausage rolls
and mince pies is served with tea and coffee.
A Glass of Prosecco - After ten years of sherry
we’ve got with the times and for 2018 we’ll be
serving a glass of Prosecco to all of our guests.
A Choice of Concert Only or Concert
& Christmas Lights & Sights Tour For 2018 you have the option of coming for
lunch & the concert before heading home at
3.30pm ahead of the rush hour or adding our
Christmas Lights & Sights Tour.
New Jam Busting Timings - If you come for the
concert only you’ll be heading home at 3.30pm
ahead of the rush hour. If you add the Christmas

Lights & Sights Tour you’ll head into the centre
of London with our Blue Badge Guide at 3.30pm.
We’ll be driving into London on the A4 against the
flow of traffic coming out. It means of course that
we hit the rush hour in central London but that’s
to our advantage! We’ll be able to move around
the heart of our beautiful capital slowly enough
for you to really see the Christmas Lights & Sights.
London is an absolute dandy at night and in
addition to the shopping street lights we’ll show
you beautifully illuminated buildings and bridges
all with an entertaining commentary. Your tour will
end at a Christmassy location that suits your route
out of London. There’ll be time to buy refreshments
or a bite to eat if you want before heading home
at 6.45pm on much emptier roads.
Available on selected dates in Nov & Dec 2018.
Lunch & Concert £25pp
Lunch, Concert & Tour £35pp
Full payment is due 4 weeks before the show

Christmas SleepOver Option

For groups coming from further afield you can
now come and enjoy the Mighty Wurlitzer Concert
with lunch on the first day followed by our London
Christmas Lights & Sights Special Tour which ends
with the Blue Badge Guide helping you to check
in at the wonderful Clarendon Hotel Blackheath
at 6.00pm. A three course dinner is served at the
hotel at 7.30pm. With 20 rooms included for single
travellers it’s the ideal pre-Christmas break.
Have free time on Day 2 in Greenwich or the West
End or combine the trip with our Cockney Matinee
or the Strictly Tea Dance Christmas Specials.
Available on selected dates November 2018
Wurlitzer & tour SleepOver £139pp
Wurlitzer & tour plus Cockney Matinee £169pp
Wurlitzer & tour plus Strictly Tea Dance £169pp
SleepOver Terms & Conditions Apply

Includes
Lunch

Day Trips & SleepOvers
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Christmas Food Glorious Food 			
Charles Dickens didn’t exactly invent
Christmas but in his stories he did create an
idea of a London Christmas that has been
exported around the world. It’s the Christmas
of foggy streets and hearty feasts with the rich
man at his table and the poor man with his
nose pressed against the frosted window.
Meet our Blue Badge Guide in the City for
morning coffee (included) at 10.30am (or start
with lunch at midday and run the day as a Jam
Buster, going home at 6.30pm so you miss the
rush hour at both ends of the day.

The first half of the tour is all about the
people’s Christmas. We’ll show you the
old meat, fish and game markets in a London
that Dickens knew well. A London of Cockney
favourites - jellied eel, pie & mash and whitebait
from the Thames. A very good fish & chip lunch
with mushy peas and a hot drink is included
in the tour fee.
For the afternoon we see how the other half
lived with visits to Mayfair and the ‘dilly. We
visit opulent Burlington Arcade where you can
still see the Beadles clad in top hat and tails

Christmas in Bristol 					

Day trip

Arrive at midday for a jolly 2-course Christmas
lunch with coffee followed by a Bristol Panoramic
coach tour with our top notch and entertaining tour
guide and a visit to the Bristol Christmas Markets
with the option of an Old Town Trail. You’ll be
heading home by 6.30pm avoiding the rush hour.

Next by coach for a really good overview of this
vibrant city. See Brunel’s iconic Suspension
Bridge, enjoy panoramic views of the Avon
Gorge from the Clifton Downs and discover Bristol
Harbourside to hear all about the origin of famous
phrases such as Ship Shape & Bristol Fashion.

Meet the guide at midday for our 2-course lunch
with coffee in the crypt of the City’s merchant
church of St Mary Redcliffe. Run by a social
enterprise there will be a warm welcome and
crackers on the table for an enjoyable group
Christmas celebration.

Next we visit the ever popular Bristol Christmas
Markets. There are two. The German Christmas
Market offers traditional German Christmas gifts
as well as Glühwein and bratwurst. The Bristol
Christmas Local Market celebrates all things
handmade by Bristol craftsmen and artists.

Christmas in Faversham & Canterbury
Today we begin with lunch at an historic old pub
in Faversham before an afternoon of shopping
and sightseeing in the heart of Canterbury with
the option to enjoy Choral Evensong sitting in the
Quire at the very heart of Canterbury Cathedral.

36
36

Day trip

Arrive in Faversham for 11.45am ready to enjoy
an early lunch at midday. A roast chicken or
vegetarian lunch is served with tea or coffee at
a mediaeval pub full of old beams and a massive
inglenook fireplace. Choose and pay for any bar
drinks or desserts as desired on the day. After
lunch explore the remarkable 475 listed buildings

Day trip

in the Conservation Area all within very short
compass of the pub. Your top notch Blue Badge
Guide will pick out the highlights for you. On
Tuesdays and Fridays there is a market here.
On the way to Canterbury we tell the story of
the mediaeval business of pilgrimage - our first
tourists! On arrival you’ll see the most picturesque
and interesting parts of the City and there’s time
for a bit of shopping. Head home at 4.45pm or
stay for Choral Evensong at the Cathedral. You’ll
sit in the beating heart of the great church with
the choir and allow their exquisite voices to lift

who were employed to chase off any Artful
Dodgers! We also visit the world famous
Food Hall at Fortnum & Mason where
impeccable young men in red tail coats stack
the shelves. There will be time to buy tea
locally before heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £29

Midday start with supper £26
Daily 20 November - 6 January

1

15 miles

Shop all afternoon or join the guide for a stroll
to the nearby Old Town area to see the ‘nails’
which gave us the expression to pay on the nail.
There will be time to buy tea or a bite to eat
before heading home at 6.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £29

Monday to Saturday 16 Nov - 15 Dec 2018

1

15 miles

your spirits. There’s time to buy tea or a bite to eat
locally before Choral Evensong begins at 5.30pm
and you’ll be ready to head home at 6.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £28

Mon to Sat 10 Nov to 6 January
Meal available Mon & Tues only in December

2

5 miles

The Christmas London Carvery Club
Enjoy a tour of the London Christmas Lights
& Sights with a top notch Blue Badge Guide
coupled with a tasty three-course carvery
at a swish London hotel.

Just let us know if anyone has special diet
requirements and we’ll make sure they are
looked after. You’ll head home at 7.00pm
on emptier roads after the rush hour.

Meet the Blue Badge Guide at Somerset House
at 2.30pm for time to buy refreshments, watch
the ice skaters and enjoy the Fortnum & Mason
Christmas Gift Shop - looking is free!

Adults & Seniors: £30

Then, as dusk falls, it’s back on your coach to
see all the major Christmas Lights and Sights
in the City and the West End in the company of
one of the best Blue Badge Tour Guides in the
business. London is a dandy at night. Few cities
rival our vibrant history, exhilarating stories and
anecdotes. Blessed with a wealth of beautiful
buildings and a handsome river criss-crossed
by floodlit bridges London is stunning.

Daily 20 November - 6 January

1

15 miles

The Christmas London Supper Club
The Christmas London Supper Club is the
same coach based tour as the Carvery Club
but at the end you sit down to a restaurant
supper of fish & chips with a hot drink.
Come and meet the Blue Badge Guide at
2.30pm. We will choose a Christmassy
meeting point that suits the way your coach
will drive into London. Here you’ll have time to
spend a penny and buy optional refreshments
before beginning the coach tour. You’ll be sat
down to supper by 5.30pm and you’ll be ready
to head home at 6.30pm.

Adults & Seniors: £23

Daily 20 November - 6 January

1

15 miles

We’ll also show you some of London’s secret
treasures and newest buildings. This lovely
evening is just right to re-kindle your Christmas
flame. The tour finishes in The Strand at 5.30pm
for a two-course carvery meal with coffee.
No menu selections are required in advance there is always a vegetarian choice.

There are many more Christmas itineraries online at www.cityandvillagetours.com

Day Trip Booking Terms & Conditions
1. All descriptions of tours included in this brochure are correct at the time of publication but we
		 reserve the right to alter any tour description should this prove necessary, for example if a
museum or attraction changes its plans.
2. We make every attempt to operate tours as described in this brochure. Occasionally it is may
be necessary to alter the order and/or content of the itinerary.
3. In the event of the closure of an attraction or the suspension of a train or boat service on the day
		 of your visit, we will make every effort to arrange an alternative visit. Where admission charges
or train or boat fares etc have been included in your tour price, all such monies will be refunded
in full or used to pay for an alternative visit subject to the full agreement of the group leader.
4. City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for any changes to the itinerary resulting from
		 the late arrival of a coach. If as a consequence of such the itinerary has to be shortened, no refunds
		 will be made. If the late arrival of a coach makes it impractical or impossible to visit a scheduled
		 attraction or partake in a train ride or boat cruise etc we will make a full refund of that part of the
		 tour payment if we ourselves are able to obtain a refund.
5. City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for changes to or omissions from an itinerary
		 resulting from the breakdown of a coach, boat, the Coca Cola London Eye, the Thames
		 Cable Car, the BA i360 or a train etc.
6. When booking theatre tickets we will send your tickets by Special Delivery so that you need not
		 queue at the Box Office on the night of the performance. It is your responsibility to arrive in good
		 time. No refunds will be given for missed performances, either due to the late arrival of the customer
		 or for any other reason. Theatre address and performance times will be printed on your tickets.
7. The coach hired by the customer must have one deck only and have a microphone and public 		
		 address system in good working order. There must be a reserved front seat for the guide. If any
		 of these conditions are not met we reserve the right to refuse commentary on the coach. No refunds
		 will be made.
8. All prices are based on known costs at time of publication and are valid to 31 March 2019 unless
		 otherwise stated. We reserve the right to alter prices where necessary.
9. If you have a complaint, please advise our guide immediately. If the matter cannot be put right at the
		 time you must notify us in writing within 14 days. City & Village Tours Limited books food and drink
		 stops on your behalf. Complaints regarding such stops must be notified to the venue management
		 at the time of the incident. City & Village Tours Limited cannot accept any liability for complaints
		 arising from food or drink stops, if they have not been raised with the venue at the time of your
		 visit to afford an opportunity to put matters right.
10. Prices in this brochure are inclusive of VAT charged under the Tour Operators’ Margin Scheme
11. The prices in this brochure are based on a minimum of 30 people per booking/tour guide unless
		 otherwise stated. If you have fewer than 30 people in your group you will still have to pay for a 		
		 minimum of 30 people. The maximum group size is 57 people per tour guide. Single deck coaches
		 only please - a non-negotiable supplement of £6.00 per person is levied if you arrive in a double
		 deck coach or with more than 57 people. This charge must be paid before the tour can commence.
All prices in this brochure whether for day trips or SleepOvers of one or more nights’ duration
include VAT which is charged under the Tour Operators Margin Scheme. All prices in this brochure
are valid until 31 March 2019 unless otherwise stated. Our VAT Number is 799 1638 64
Jurisdiction: All contracts shall be governed and construed in accordance with
the laws of England and Wales and the sole jurisdiction of the English Courts.
City & Village Tours is registered in England: Company Number 4369991.
Registered Office: California Building, Deals Gateway, London, SE13 7SB

SleepOver Booking Terms & Conditions
To save you reaching for your magnifying glass, these are abridged Terms & Conditions.
Full SleepOver Booking Terms and Conditions will be supplied upon enquiry and are also
available on our website.
100% Passenger Payment Protection
City & Village Tours is a company trading since 1988. We are committed to customer
satisfaction and consumer financial protection. At no extra cost to you and in accordance with
The Package Travel, Package Tours Regulations 1992 all passengers booking holidays with
City & Village Tours are fully insured for the initial deposits and subsequently the balance of
monies detailed in your booking confirmation. The policy also includes repatriation if required
arising from the cancellation or curtailment of your travel arrangements due to the insolvency
of City & Village Tours Limited. This insurance has been arranged by Towergate Chapman
Stevens through Zurich Insurance PLC. It is ABTA approved.
Group Travel Organisers Liability
Every group organiser booking a SleepOver holiday package with City & Village Tours Ltd
benefits from free Group Travel Organisers Liability insurance arranged by Towergate
Chapman Stevens through ETI International Travel Protection which indemnifies the person
who is identified to City & Village Tours Ltd as the Group Travel Organiser who arranged the
SleepOver holiday and is responsible for its administration and operation directly with City
& Village Tours Ltd. A full copy of the terms and conditions of this insurance cover will be
provided upon booking.
Booking Deposits & Holiday Payments
1. Group Reservation Deposit: If you book more than 120 days before the departure date
you can make an initial group reservation with a £100 deposit which will remain refundable
in full until 120 days before the departure date. If you do not wish to proceed with the booking
please inform us in writing and your initial group reservation deposit will be refunded in full.
2. 120 Days Before Departure - Payment of Individual Deposits: 120 days before the
departure date to proceed with the booking we ask for one completed booking form and
deposits of £50 per person for SleepOvers up to £300 per person in value and £100
per person for SleepOvers over £300 per person. If any individual cancels between now
and 60 days before the holiday when the balance falls due we will refund the deposit less
an admin charge of £5pp so long as 25 people remain on the booking.
3. 60 Days Before Departure - Paying the balance: The final balance for each participant is
due no later than 60 days before the starting date of the tour. Late comers are welcome after
this time subject to availability and receipt of payment in full. Bookings made less than 60
days before departure date are welcome subject to availability and the full payment is payable
at the time of booking.
4. 59-8 Days Before Departure - Cancellations: Some refunds within this period may
be available and are limited to admission fees, boat and train fares and day trip lunches.
No theatre tickets can be refunded less than 42 days before the date.
5. Cancellations less Than 7 Days Before Departure Date:
No refunds are available.
Rooming Lists & Final Names
The rooming list will be required with final payment but names and tour payments are
transferable between individuals right up to the date of departure subject to an admin fee
of £25 per amendment.

How You Can Pay For Your SleepOver
We will accept payment by cheque, debit card or BACS. You can pay for the entire group or
ask us to receive individual deposit and tour balance payments from your members and keep
you regularly updated on who has paid and who hasn’t. There is no charge for payment by
debit card, cheque or for BACS payment. We cannot accept holiday payments by credit card.
SleepOver Pricing Policy
We reserve the right to increase or decrease prices that are listed in our brochures,
mini-brochures, website or in any other marketing materials due to error or an increase in
costs, including, but not limited to, transportation costs, fuel surcharges, admission fees, boat
and train fares, theatre ticketing etc. We agree to absorb any increases in prices equivalent
to 2% of the SleepOver price. Should it become necessary to apply a surcharge to the cost
of your holiday we will notify you in writing no less than 30 days before the departure date.
Should the surcharge exceed 10% of the value of your SleepOver you will have up to 14
days from the issue of the surcharge to cancel your SleepOver and receive a full refund.
If an increase in our costs occur within 30 days of departure date we’ll absorb the full cost
of such an increase and in return for this undertaking we make clear that no refunds will be
made in the event of a decrease in costs at anytime before or during your SleepOver.
Complaints: The client is obliged to make the issue known to the supplier and/or guide
immediately. If the matter cannot be put right at the time you must contact City & Village Tours
on the office number or the emergency contact number supplied with your final confirmation
immediately or within one hour so that we have an opportunity to resolve the matter for you.
Any further complaints after the tour has finished need to be submitted in writing to City
& Village Tours within 72 hours of the tours completion in order for them to be addressed.
Suppliers may not consider issues not raised at the time of the tour.

Insurance: Personal holiday insurance is not a requirement of booking a UK
SleepOver with us and is left to individual discretion, arrangement and cost. We can,
upon request, provide you with information about companies offering an insurance
policy to cover the cost of cancellation by group members or the cost of assistance,
including emergency repatriation, in the event of illness which the consumer may,
if he or she wishes, take out in respect of the risk of those costs being incurred.
Overnight Coach Parking: will be booked by City & Village Tours and is included
in the tour package and details will be passed onto your coach driver. This may not
be on site and it is your coach driver’s responsibility to make his own way to and
from the coach park or parking are and cover costs accordingly.
Food & Beverages Not Included: Any extras such as food and beverages not
described as included in your holiday will need to be paid for by the customer at
the time of consumption.
Alterations and Cancellations by us: Occasionally we may have to make
minor changes to your holiday arrangements. Sometimes it may be necessary to
make a significant change. We deem significant as (but not limited to) a change of
accommodation to that of a lower category, a change in hotel location more than
50 miles from the original location, a change in outward departure time of more than
12 hours or an increase in price of more than 10%. If we have to make a
significant change to your holiday we’ll notify you as soon as possible.
If there’s time to do so before departure you will be given the following options:
• Accepting the changed arrangements
• Taking a suitable alternative holiday (if available)
• Receiving a full refund of all monies paid to us.
Should the new holiday be more expensive than your original one there will be no extra
charge. Should the substitute holiday be of a lower value the price difference will be
refunded. Our liability for significant changes is limited to the above and we are unable
to offer any expenses, costs or losses you may incur as a result of a cancellation but we
will offer compensation of 5% of the tour price. No compensation is payable for minor
changes or where we cancel or make a significant change before the date the balance
of your holiday cost is due or for reasons beyond our control (Force Majeure). Minor
changes such as an adjustment in timings for a day trip do not entitle you to cancel or
change to another holiday without paying our normal cancellation charges.
If You Wish To Change Your Booking you must request the change in writing as soon
as possible. We cannot guarantee that such requests will be met and an amendment
fee of £25 per person may be levied as well as any costs incurred by ourselves or our
suppliers.
Force Majeure: We cannot be held responsible for any problems encountered on
the tour as a result of Force Majeure, including, but not limited to: war, terrorism,
epidemic, government order, weather issues, disaster, strike, civil disorder, problems
with transport facilities or any other issue which may make it illegal or unsafe to
provide the tours described. We are unable to make any refunds, pay compensation
or meet any costs or expenses you might incur as a result of an ‘Force Majeure’.
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CALL 0208 692 1133

An Impressive Afternoon Tea
Endless pots of tea
Cash Bar
Noon to 3.30pm
Miss the rush hour at both ends
Free Coach Parking
Minimum 25 people

Hosted by Chris Wheeler
Comedian & Impressionist
with a Professional Ballroom
& Latin Dance Couple
Part Show, Part Get Up & Dance
100% Fun

in the Royal Docks in London’s East End

Every Wednesday

The Strictly Tea Dance
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City & Village Tours

