CITY & VILLAGE
TOURS
The Big Book of Trips 2019

DAY TRIPS, SLEEPOVERS,
MATINEE SHOWS & WEST END THEATRE
CALL US ON: 0208 692 1133
PRICES TO 31st MARCH 2020

City & Village Tours was founded in
1988 to provide creative & original
itineraries for groups who like to
see a lot without walking too far.
We always provide the best guides.
Our team of top notch Blue Badge
Guides have worked with us and
each other for up to 30 years and
they help to train our newest guides
to deliver the highest standards
in our industry.
Free colour posters for day trips and
free colour mini-brochures for our
short break SleepOvers to help you
get your trips off the ground.
Refundable deposits mean that you
don’t have to risk a penny of your
members money and we also make
generous refunds for individuals
who miss your day trips.
For your peace of mind and in
compliance with English law all
SleepOvers come with 100% ABTA
approved Passenger Payment
Protection. Every SleepOver and
holiday also includes free Group
Travel Organiser Liability Insurance.
The good ideas start at City & Village
Tours. All of our new itineraries are
generated in house and are subject
to an unparalleled quality control
born of three decades of experience.
You are not the guinea pig!
Winner of 17 National Awards for
Best Guided Tours & Best Overall
Group Supplier. Not linked to
advertising spend but the kind that’s
going out of fashion - genuine awards
voted for by Group Travel Organisers.
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How Our Day Trips Work
The Nitty Gritty
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Minimum group size is 30 people
The 40th place is always a free place
A deposit of £25 secures your booking
We take cheques, debit cards & BACS
We issue a written confirmation
Deposits are 100% refundable on cancellation
Full payment deadlines vary from 7 to 30 days
You book and pay for your own coach
We tell your coach driver what he needs to know
We refund for no shows wherever possible
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This image is the Olympic running track.
One circuit is 400 metres or 440 yards.
The one, as shown here, means that the
total walking across the whole day will not
exceed 400 metres. A two means 800m etc.

10 miless
miles
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This mileage value tells your coach
company how far the coach will travel
during the day with us.

WHY CHOOSE

CITY & VILLAGE TOURS?
The interests of groups of retired people have changed over the thirty years that we
have been offering our trips, but one thing has stayed the same. It is a lottery when
it comes to hips and knees. Some people are luckier than others, so everything we
do is still designed for groups who like to see a lot without walking too far.
Here’s what we can offer your group:
Creative and original day trips in the company of top notch Blue Badge
Tour Guides. Give your members a master of ceremonies, a logistics
manager and an entertaining storyteller all rolled into one. A day out
that really brings people together.
UK SleepOvers & holidays with the experts in what you are going to
do when you get there. Our SleepOvers include up to 20 rooms for
single without supplement.
Matinee Shows in London’s East End with lunches or afternoon teas,
free coach parking and bar prices that won’t break the bank. From the
Cockney Matinee every Tuesday and the elegant Strictly Tea Dance
on Wednesdays to new shows for 2019 including Flanders & Swann
and Masters of the Comic Song, Don’t Panic - a tribute to the Home
Guard, The ‘Allo ‘Allo Lunch Show and The Paul Higgs Quartet with
A Brief History of Jazz.
Group tickets for West End musicals where you don’t have to pay
for the tickets until just four weeks before you go.
Thirty years ago we created the template for the off the peg day trip and we’ve built
up an unrivalled team of Blue Badge Tour Guides making us the Kings and Queens
of the bespoke itinerary. We’ve poured that three decades of know-how into an
exciting portfolio of SleepOvers and UK holidays of the quality you’d expect from
the company that has won an unprecedented seventeen awards for Best Guided
Tours and Best Overall Group supplier. Don’t give your folk a damp squib of a day
out. Give them a corker they’ll be talking about for a long time to come.
After 30 years of working with group organisers we continue to innovate but our
message remains the same - book with City & Village Tours with confidence.
We won’t let you down. 1988

Gyll King, MD Since 1988
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Jam Busters
We know the traffic can be a nightmare but London is still too good to miss. So play it clever by booking a Jam Buster.
Jam Busters are beautifully revamped and new London day trip itineraries specially designed to save you from
getting stuck in traffic and spending too long on the coach.

Choose one of the following Jam Buster traffic solutions:
•
•

•
•
•

Come at 10.30am but head home between 4.00pm and 4.30pm giving you a good head start on the rush hour.
Aim to arrive in London at 11.45am for an early lunch at midday. This way you miss both your local rush hour and the
London rush hour. You’re also arriving for lunch before the bulk of the office workers break for their lunch at 1.00pm.
You can enjoy the full itinerary and start the journey home on the tail of the London rush hour or play it really clever
and enjoy a fish & chip tea at the end of your tour and go home at 6.30pm when the worse of the traffic has passed.
Come into London on a Saturday or Sunday - the roads really are much quieter.
Come into London on the May or August Bank Holidays - it’s like going back 30 years!
Come into London by train and or tube - we can tailor itineraries to work for groups using public transport.

All of our London trips can be traffic proofed - please call us on 0208 692 1133 to ask how.

Jam Busters are not abridged tours.
We don’t cut anything out. We don’t need to. Take a look at this itinerary comparison:

Standard Day

Jam Buster Midday Start

10.30am Arrive for Coffee
11.15am Begin first part of tour
90 minutes of tour				
12.45pm Break for lunch				
2.15pm Begin second part of programme
105 minutes of tour programme 		
4.00pm Break for refreshments
4.45pm Head Home				
			

12.00pm Arrive for Midday Lunch
1.30pm Begin first part of tour
90 minutes of tour				
3.00pm Break for a cuppa
3.45pm Begin second part of programme
105 minutes of tour programme
5.30pm Enjoy supper while the rush hour kicks off!			
6.30pm Head Home on emptier roads			

Don’t throw the baby out with the bath water. Play it clever with a City & Village Tours Jam Buster.
And new for 2019 - The Vox Wireless Tour Guide System for day trips in busy locations so your
folk don’t miss a word of the live Blue Badge Tour Guide commentary.
7

We’ve added the simple to use, crystal clear, Vox Wireless Tour
Guide system headsets to some of our day trips in busy areas
where we think they make a fundamental difference. This isn’t
a taped commentary – it’s still a top notch City & Village Tours
Blue Badge Guide talking to you live. You wear the lightweight,
receiver on a lanyard and you’ll be given a set of disposable
in-ear headphones similar to what you’d get on a plane. For
people who use hearing aids there are special over-ear head
phones. The sound is crystal clear so you’ll never miss a word.
Give your group a new guiding experience with the freedom
to take in so much more while enjoying a more intimate
conversational style of commentary. And for our brilliant tour
guides dealing with the growing challenges of a busy city?
It liberates and lifts them. Now they can give up to 57 people
a one-to-one experience. A guided tour becomes something
very new. Imagine blending a compelling radio programme
with an engaging TV documentary and you have the new
Vox Wireless Range of guided tours from City & Village Tours.
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We deliver the sets to your house, in a neat and lightweight
case, a few days before your trip. You give them out on the
coach on the way so that everyone’s had plenty of time to
play with them before you arrive to meet our guide. The
battery life is a whopping 40 hours, so there’s no danger
of wearing them out them out before you arrive in London.
And at the end of the day? Our tour guide collects them
all in and takes them off your hands. Simple.
So for itineraries like our popular Hidden London and
Legal London, where we think they are now essential
we have made Vox an integral part of the package.
For other itineraries they are an option that you can add.
And, by partnering with the Vox Wireless Tour Guide
System, we can now offer you some exciting new itineraries
that just haven’t been possible before. Days out where we
can slip seamlessly though workday and tourist London
enjoying an almost fly-on-the-wall insight into the past,
present and future of one of the greatest cities on earth.

Introducing
The Wireless
Range
The Fleet Street Story ‘When a man is tired of London, he
is tired of life’, said Dr Johnson, ‘for there is in London all that life
can afford.’ This was a man who knew his Fleet Street. Indeed we
will see his house as we explore the tangle of ancient alleyways
on of London’s most ancient and celebrated streets. From the
journalists at one end to the lawyers at the other we find all of life
between. It’s quite a story. We begin with free time for lunch in the
precincts of St Paul’s, by the uprooted Temple Bar and Stationers
Hall, and cross the Fleet itself to step back in time to immerse
ourselves in one of London’s richest stories. The coach tour will
develop the theme of London’s lost rivers and ends in Clerkenwell
for some of the best fish & chips in London, with lots to talk about
before making tracks for home after the worse of the rush hour.

Summer Specials May to September 2019

Meet the Blue Badge Guide at midday to buy a light lunch. Enjoy the
guided tour from 1.30pm to 3.15pm followed by a coach tour ending
with an excellent fish & chip tea with a hot drink while London does
it’s rush hour thing. Then drive home on emptier roads at 6.30pm.
Our new Vox Wireless Range Jam Busters take you to parts of
London that are normally out of reach to coach parties. Enjoy
our new intimate, fly-on-the-wall tours and never miss a word.
We don’t walk you for miles but these tours aren’t suitable for folk
with rollators or pronounced walking difficulties. For folk with milder
walking difficulties, often it’s not the walking, it’s the standing still
that is uncomfortable: these gentle tours reduce that problem.
All tours listed on this page are £29pp including Vox and the meal.

Soho Scandals After lunch in Trafalgar Square, this walk
immerses you in the glamour and sleaze of London’s Soho from
the 1600s to the present day. You really couldn’t make this up!
From the horizantales to French Polishing and everything in
between. You’ll see where Baroness Bothways ruled the roost
London’s smartest bar. Learn a little Polari, see the Kray Twin’s
Soho club and, of course there are more bishops, actresses and
purveyors of French Polishing than you can shake a stick at.
Come with broad minds and stout shoes. Wireless Range Walks
are rated between 3 and 4 on our walking scale (see page 4)
We’ll break for a drink in a famous Soho bar, or if you prefer a
cuppa, after which our Scandals coach tour ends with fish & chips
served with a hot drink. You’ll be ready to head home at 6.30pm.

Bards, Bishops & Brothels Southwark’s Bankside was
the Soho of Elizabethan London. Memories of a racy past echo
in the cobbled riverside lanes. Arrive at midday for free time for
lunch at Borough Farmers Market. A delicate rose window
survives from the Palace where the Bishops lived cheek by
jowl with the brothels and bear pits. In a raucous neighbourhood,
the sheer scale of the depravity would make a modern sybarite
blush but there were rules and the really bad could end up in
the infamous Clink. Our walk follows the Thames and there are
fabulous river views so don’t forget your cameras. The walk ends
at Tate Modern where there is a Vox Highlights tour and free time
(we’ll split your group into two for the gallery tour). A short hop
in the coach takes us to our fish & chip tea. Head home 6.30pm.

Shoreditch Street Art Eclectic, shocking and beautiful.
Street art is big news attracting visitors from around the world.
Shoreditch has become a Mecca for artists working both in studios
and outside where the streets themselves have become a gallery.
In addition to the phenomenon that is Bansky we’ll introduce you
to the work of artists such as Eine, ROA, Invader and Sweet Toof.
Is it made with permission? Is it vandalism or is it art? Possibly not
the tour for Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells but if you come with an
open mind it’s great fun. With crystal clear live commentary via our
Vox Tour Guide headsets this is the ultimate fly-on-wall-tour where
seeing the trendy young things in their natural habitat is all part of
the fun. By coach we’ll search out more street art and old ghost
signs before stopping to eat. Midday to 6.30pm.

The Book Club The streets and landmarks of London have
fed the imaginations of countless authors and in turn these
books, and the films and television dramas made from them,
have shaped the image of London in the minds of millions
of people around the world. You’ll hear of some very famous
books, old and new, as well as some lesser known reads that
you might want to get out of the library when you return home.
We’ll begin with free time for lunch in the shadow of the Post
Office Tower. An elegant but once seedy neighbourhood known
for artists and writers, Fitzrovia’s compact size and colourful
history make it ideal to explore on foot. Complete the day with
a coach tour that’s like curling up with a good book and over
our fish & chip tea everyone will get a book list to take home.

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly The tour is guaranteed to
raise your eyebrows, your spirits and maybe even your hackles as
we home in on a series of artworks ranging from the very traditional to the very avant-garde. Following free time for lunch we walk
from Trafalgar Square, created to showcase public works of art,
to London’s oldest piece of public art down on the Embankment.
Along the way we encounter the good, the bad and the ugly from
a louche Oscar Wilde and a mediaeval cross for a Queen to a
quirky memorial to the Camel Corps and a very melodramatic
Arthur Sullivan. From the coach we continue the story and look for
the lions of London, the best bottom in London and the first woman
in Parliament Square. Our fish & chip tea rounds off the day.

The
and
cost
£29pp
The Vox
VoxWireless
WirelessRange
RangeSummer
SummerSpecials
Specialsrun
runfrom
frommidday
middaytoto6.30pm
6.30pm
and
cost
£29pp

Look out for new itineraries on our website throughout the year including 11am to 3pm Terminal Tours for groups using public transport
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BRAND NEW
THE GILDED AGE
in London
Adults & Seniors: £32
With Two Temple Place
Mon, Weds, Thurs, Fri only
until 22 April 2019
& 27 Jan to 24 April 2020
With Spencer House
Sundays & Mondays all year
except August. Max 50 people
Look out in 2019 for the new
television series The Gilded
Age from Downton Abbey’s
Julian Fellowes.
Walking tour option includes
1500 yards walking, the coach
option brings this down to 440.

1-3

10

2-5miles

Day Trips

After the American Civil War, the
US economy grew at lightning speed.
The so-called robber baron families
built vast fortunes from monopolies
in steel (Carnegies), oil (Rockefellers),
railways (Vanderbilts) and real estate
(Astors). Mark Twain called these
unprecedented times The Gilded Age.
Meet our Blue Badge Tour Guide at
10.30am for morning refreshments
(included) in Trafalgar Square before
exploring a story-rich enclave of The
Gilded Age running between Pall Mall
and St James’s Park. This is a tale of
money, mansions and scandal. On
the cusp of Victorian and Edwardian
London American Dollar Princesses,
who had everything they wanted,
except invites to the nicest parties,
crossed the Atlantic husband hunting
for a cash strapped Duke or Earl. It
was a game of keeping up with the
Astors. We are on foot, on the flat,
away from noisy streets and cover
a distance of some 1500 yards but
if you think your folk would not
manage the walk we also have a
rather entertaining coach tour that
extends into Mayfair and Kensington.
For lunch there is free time in
fascinating St James’s, just off
Piccadilly, with pubs and cafés

www.cityandvillagetours.com

that won’t break the bank and
window shopping to die for.
In the afternoon there is a choice
of visits followed by time to buy
refreshments locally before heading
home at 4.45pm:
Two Temple Place (Jan to April only)
Overlooking the Thames a hidden
architectural gem built for William
Waldorf Astor - the richest man in
the world. Opulent interiors and
each year a special exhibition: for
2019 the subject is John Ruskin.
Spencer House (Sun & Mon all year)
London’s most magnificent 18th
century aristocratic private palace.
During the Gilded Age the house was
let to the 9th Duke of Marlborough,
chatelaine of Blenheim Palace, and
his Dollar Princess wife Consuela
Vanderbilt. The lavishly furnished
state rooms have been beautifully
restored by the Rothschild family.
Jam Buster Option Weds Jan to
April
Arrive midday for free time for lunch
in Trafalgar Square. After lunch enjoy
The Gilded Age walking or coach tour
followed by a late afternoon tour of
Two Temple Place and head home on
emptier roads at 6.30pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

Kings, queens, statesmen and
soldiers. Poets, priests, heroes and
villains. Westminster Abbey has been
the coronation church since 1066,
has seen the weddings of sixteen
Kings & Queens, is the final resting
place of seventeen monarchs and
contains memorials to some of our
greatest citizens.
Groups can only visit the Abbey with
a Blue Badge Guide so make it a top
notch City & Village Tours Blue Badge
guide. Arrive at 10.30am for time to
buy morning refreshments. To do full
justice to the Abbey we’ll split your
group in half - each for a morning and
afternoon activity: an in depth Blue
Badge guided tour of Westminster
Abbey and a period of free time
to explore the Supreme Court and
Parliament’s Parish Church, both
within eyesight of the Abbey.
Our tour shows how the mediaeval
architects created a theatre for
coronations and shows you some of
the Abbeys most curious secrets.
You’ll also see the Shrine of Edward
the Confessor and the Tomb of the
Unknown Warrior. In the Henry VII
Chapel beneath a sublimely beautiful
fan vaulted ceiling, the banners of
the Knights and Dames Grand Cross

0208 692 1133

of The Most Honourable Order of
the Bath hang. We visit Poets Corner
and see where the ashes of Professor
Stephen Hawking were interred
next to Sir Isaac Newton.

CLASSIC TOUR
CORONATIONS &
CELEBRATIONS

You’ll have time to visit St Margaret’s
Westminster which is the Parish
Church of Parliament and the
Supreme Court - the highest court
in the land set up to replace the
Law Lords. You could even visit
Parliament and lobby your MP! You
certainly aren’t going to be short of
things to do. There’s time at the end
of the afternoon to gather together
to buy refreshments before making
tracks for home at 4.30pm.

Adults: £39 Seniors: £36
Available Mon to Fri all year
Jam Buster Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri

Jam Buster for Max 30 people
Meet the Guide at midday for time
to buy lunch in Parliament Square.
Take the full tour of Westminster
Abbey as described and then sit
back to enjoy a really entertaining
coach tour that places names from
the Abbey into their locations in
London. Next, after time for a light
bite, instead of joining the rush hour
we take a seat at 5.00pm to see the
Abbey at work with Choral Evensong.
You’ll head for home at 6.15pm.
This option Mon, Tues & Thurs only.

Now including the Vox
Wireless Tour Guide
System with special ear
pieces for people who
use hearing aids.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

The Abbey can be very busy so
we would always recommend
coming out of main tourist
season and school holidays
if possible but whenever you
come you will not have to
queue to get in.

1

www.cityandvillagetours.com

0/8 miles

Day Trips

11

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

BRAND NEW
CHURCHILL’S
WHITEHALL

Adults & Seniors: £39
Available weekdays only.
Best to avoid school holidays.
Not available in April
Includes morning coffee & bics
Top Notch Blue Badge Guide
Vox Tour Guide System
Admission Churchill War Rooms
You could easily do this day
without a coach! Come at midday
to buy a light lunch, enjoy the
walking tour with headsets, visit
the Churchill War Rooms and
head home after the rush hour.
This option is £36pp.

3

12

0 miles

Day Trips

The Cabinet War Rooms, directly
beneath Whitehall, were built in
1939 and abandoned after Japan’s
surrender in the summer of 1945.
With the air thick with the blueish
smoke of his cigars, Churchill
delivered the radio broadcasts that
ensured the nation’s spirit was not
broken during the Blitz.
Come and meet the Blue Badge Guide
in Trafalgar Square at 10.30am for
morning coffee & biscuits included.
You’ll each have a VOX receiver and
comfy earpiece so you can hear the
guide effortlessly as we weave among
the tourists in and around Whitehall,
Horse Guards and Downing Street.

story. You’ll see the government
departments in and around
Whitehall, catch the end of the
Guard Change and peek into the
back garden of 10 Downing Street.
With your Vox headsets enjoy a
very intimate tour in the heart of
tourist London. We break to buy
lunch locally before visiting the
Churchill War Rooms - the labyrinth
of rooms and corridors, including the
famous Map Room, that sheltered
Churchill and his war cabinet from
the German bombing raids. There’s
a cafe on site to buy tea before
heading home at 4.45pm.

In the half century since he died,
there can be few British figures
whose story has been so scrutinized
as Churchill’s. He could be stubborn
and impetuous, driven by ego, and
lacking in empathy. The morality of
some of his actions such as Gallipoli
and the blanket bombing of German
cities continues to divide opinion
sharply. But he was a giant figure of
his age and one who, for all his faults,
delivered what the British nation
needed at its darkest hour.
We walk in his footsteps to tell his

www.cityandvillagetours.com

info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

British cinema was born in London
in 1896 when the first moving
pictures were shown in Regents
Street. By 1914, with 500 cinemas
in the capital, the pictures were
replacing Music Hall and Variety as
the night out of choice for millions
of Londoners.
We tell the story of film in London
from the advent of the silver screen
to the blockbusters that are filmed
on location in London today. We also
visit the quirkily wonderful Cinema
Museum in the old workhouse where
a young Charlie Chaplin stayed. The
day includes morning coffee and a
cup of tea before you go home.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am in the City for morning
coffee (included). We begin on foot
inside Leadenhall Market used in
the filming of Harry Potter. From the
coach you’ll see famous film locations
but our tour goes way beyond that
as we explain how filming in London
works. Where do you start when
you want to close Trafalgar Square
for Wonder Woman or Westminster
Bridge for James Bond? What is
being filmed here right now? Where
do the movie stars stay? How can you
become a movie extra or have your

0208 692 1133

house star in the next Hollywood
blockbuster? The London film tour
doubles as a rather fun tour of the
great sights of London too because
why should tourists have all the fun!
We stop for lunch today at Borough
Market by the river at London
Bridge – the location for Bridget
Jones. Famous for the farmers
and food markets there is a small
market Mondays and a full market
Wednesday and Thursdays with a
good choice of pubs and cafés plus
the Southwark Cathedral Refectory
among the choices for lunch.
In the afternoon a short hop takes
us the wonderful Cinema Museum
housed in an old workhouse in
Kennington. The Cinema Museum’s
fascinating collection encompasses
every aspect of going to the pictures,
from the architecture and fittings of
cinemas themselves to the ephemeral
marketing materials that promoted
the films of the moment. It is of
course very nostalgic. You’ll be taken
on a little tour and have time to
browse before taking a seat to enjoy
some film clips of old London. There’s
a cup of tea included to round off our
day before heading home at 4.45pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

BRAND NEW
THE Flicks

Adults & Seniors: £27
Add a Fish & Chip lunch £11
Available Mon, Weds & Thurs
March to December
The Christmas Flicks
Wednesdays only November
& December. Arrive at 3.00pm
ready to enjoy a matinee film from
the 40s to the 60s at Britain’s first
cinema followed by a filmic tour
of Christmas London by Night.
Head home at 7.30pm after
a tasty fish & chip supper.
Weds only Nov & Dec £29pp

2

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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QUIRKY PICK
THE GREAT STINK

Adults & Seniors: £33
Available selected Tuesdays
and Thursdays in 2019 from
April to October.
You must bring packed lunches!
We can’t run the tour as
described as a Jam Buster
but do ask about the Sunday
Steaming option and the Great
Stink SleepOver for groups
coming from farther afield.
2019 is the 200th Anniversary
of the birth of Joseph Bazalgette.

3

14

20 miles

Day Trips

Two thousand years ago the Romans
enjoyed indoor plumbing but until
a couple of hundred years ago
Londoners were still emptying their
chamber pots out of the window.
In 1858 the long hot summer turned
into The Great Stink with the Thames
little more than an open sewer.
Something had to be done. We begin
in central London tracking London’s
lost rivers, cruise the Thames to
Greenwich and drive across the old
Thames marshes to the extraordinary
Cathedral of Sewage built to house
the Crossness Engines.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am in the City for morning
coffee (included) at a pub with
possibly the best loos in London.
We tell the story of spending a penny
from Roman times to the coming of
the flush loo. We trace London’s lost
rivers, tell the story of The Great Stink
and show you how Victorian engineer
Sir Joseph’s Bazalgette achieved one
of the most remarkable feats of civil
engineering ever seen. Bazalgette
stopped London’s waste running
into the Thames by building massive
intercepting sewers beneath new
Embankments created by pushing back
the mighty Thames behind stone walls.

www.cityandvillagetours.com

On Bazalgette’s Victoria Embankment,
we board a Thames Pleasure Cruiser
to Greenwich. You must bring packed
lunches today to eat during the cruise.
From Greenwich the coach whisks
us further east past Woolwich to the
Thames Marshes and the Cathedral
of Sewage. With bacteria yet to be
discovered or understood Bazalgette
believed the danger lay in the miasma
– the stink, so the new sewers simply
delivered London’s waste to Crossness
to be stored before being pumped
back into the river for the high tide
to sweep it out to sea.
Discover some of our most spectacular
ornamental Victorian cast ironwork
and possibly the world’s largest
surviving beam engines. There’s
a museum and a social story here
too – the workers lived on site in
terraced cottages built right above the
massive sewage storage tank. Mesh
at the windows kept the flies at bay.
It must have stunk to high Heaven
but my goodness they grew good
tomatoes! A most unusual day comes
to a conclusion with tea and biscuits
at Crossness included in the tour fee
before heading home at 4.30pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

BRAND NEW
THE WILD WEST

Adults: £28 Seniors: £27
Available weekdays from April
to September.
There’s not a great deal of
walking necessary but more
energetic folk can enjoy more
walking at The London Wetlands
Centre. Bring your binoculars
and dont forget to wear sensible
shoes if you’re going to join in
with a little bit of pond dipping!

1

0208 692 1133

10 miles

Some of London’s wildest green
spaces lie to the West. Wimbledon
Village oozes with old country charm.
Aristocratically affluent Barnes tucked
into a bend of the River Thames is an
enclave of genteel calm not far from
the madding metropolis. And once you
are on the Wetlands reserve? Well if
it wasn’t for the London skyline you’d
think you’d think it was the Norfolk
Broads! Join us for a breath of fresh
air to explore London’s Wild West.

and jump from the City. For centuries,
Londoners of quality crossed the river
for clean air and the English pursuits
of horse-racing, hawking, hunting, and
… bowling. Today the average house
price is over a million pounds and it’s
a very pleasant place to live. We arrive
at The Wetland Centre in Barnes for
lunch in the patio restaurant or you
can bring your binoculars and a packed
lunch and settle in for an hours birding
at one of the hides.

Meet your expert Blue Badge Guide in
Wimbledon Village at 10.30am to buy
morning coffee. There’s much more to
Wimbledon than tennis. Where else
in London are there special pelican
crossings for horse riders? The War
of the Worlds and, of course, the
Wombles feature in our pleasant little
stroll onto the Common this morning
before taking the coach via some
breathtaking houses, an extraordinary
Thai Temple and of course the tennis
club to elegant Barnes.

In an interesting twist on the concept
of the concrete jungle, the centre
was created from the rubble of the
old Barnes Reservoirs. Today just five
miles west of Piccadilly as the crow
flies, we find a precious wilderness
quiet enough to hear the wind in the
reeds and the cries of the birds. And oh
my what birds! From the pinioned bird
displays in the fox proofed enclosure
to the imaginative Bird Arrivals &
Departure Lounge with magnificent
views across the 100 acre site, the
London Wetland Centre makes for
a really enjoyable afternoon. We’ve
even laid on some pond dipping –
because why should the kids have all
the fun! There’s a café on site and you
can head home from 4.30pm or wait
until they chuck us out at 5.30pm

You’ll never guess how Barnes got its
name? Could it be that obvious? Yes
it could, for here were the great grain
barns for the manor of Mortlake.
We drive to this secluded peninsula via
more heaths and commons – it’s really
hard to believe we’re but a hop, skip

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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Understanding London Emission Zones LEZ & ULEZ
Coaches Don’t Pay Congestion Charge.
Vehicles with nine or more seats are
eligible for 100% discount of the London
Congestion Charge. If a coach company
says they now have to charge you extra
for coming into London it is because
their vehicle or vehicles do not meet
the required emissions standards
known as LEZ & ULEZ.

It’s not a sudden move: it’s been on the
cards since 2012. Just over half of all
UK coaches registered since 2015
meet the Euro VI but it is very expensive
to replace coaches with LEZ and ULEZ
compliant vehicles. Black cabs have
received Government funding but
no money has been forthcoming for
coach operators.

The LEZ

With retrofit costs in the region
of £16,000 per coach not all coach
companies have been able to upgrade
their vehicle or vehicles and as a result
to bring you into London they will pay a
£100 charge passed along to you in your
coach hire. Remember there isn’t
a blanket charge or congestion charge
on coaches coming into London. There
is only a charge on coaches that do not
meet the emission standards.

The Low Emission Zone (LEZ) covers
central London and has been in place
for a few years now. Coaches registered
before 2006 do not comply with the
LEZ emissions standard unless they
have been retrofitted with a diesel
particulate filter (DPF) and must pay
a £200 per day charge to drive into
central London.

The ULEZ
The Ultra Low Emission Zone comes
into force on 8 April 2019 and will
operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
in central London. It will be expanded
to take in the whole of London by 2020.
Coaches need to meet a standard
known as Euro VI (6) to comply with
ULEZ. Coaches meeting LEZ but not
ULEZ will have to pay a charge of £100
per day. Brexit isn’t likely to affect the
coming of the ULEZ because it hasn’t
been ordered by the EU but by the
Mayor of London. It is an initiative
that is designed to cut pollution and
save lives.

London is Still Too Good To Miss
If your regular coach company doesn’t
have Euro 6 compliant coaches you
have to decide if their quote for London
including the £100 charge is acceptable.
If not you might want to look for quotes
from coach companies with Euro 6
compliant coaches. But please don’t
make the mistake of thinking there is a
new blanket charge on coaches coming
into London because there isn’t. It’s also
worth noting that throughout 2019 the
new ULEZ zone only affects the very
centre of London. So the Tereza Joanne
in the Royal Docks, where we hold our
Matinee Shows, is still outside ULEZ.

Getting On & Off the Coach in London
This is very straightforward when
you know how it works. Coaches are
passenger vehicles and the rules for
picking up and dropping passengers
are the same as the rules set down
in The Highway Code for private cars.
Yellow Lines
As long as your coach does not block
the flow of traffic, or stop on a bus stop,
it may set down on a single or double
yellow line, with or without a cycle
lane or bus lane, for as long as it takes
to disembark or embark passengers.
Take no notice of loading marks
(yellow notches on the kerb)– these
apply to goods and passengers are not
goods, they are people! It might take
five minutes or five hours to board or
disembark, it doesn’t matter as long
as there is a continuous activity.
Beware: Monitoring is often done by
camera and if the camera operator
cannot see the coach driver sat at the
wheel he or she may wrongly decide
that the coach is parked.
The Ten Minute Grace Period
Some London Boroughs like
Westminster, Camden and the City of
London operate a ten minute grace rule
for coaches – this means the driver can
wait for up to ten minutes on a single or
double yellow line to collect passengers
– but this grace period only applies if
there are no loading marks.
Remember - don’t ever stop on a bus
stop on a yellow route.
Red Lines
The rules for London red routes are
different as they are looked after by
TFL (Transport For London) whereas
the yellow line roads are looked after
by the boroughs. Put simply a coach
cannot set down nor pick up anywhere
on a red route except at a bus stop and
only if the coach is registered as a bus.
The team of Blue Badge Guides at City
& Village Tours know the rules and they
will not ever ask your driver to break
the law. But if they do ask your driver to
stop somewhere lawfully and he or she
refuses this might mean a long walk for
your members. So it pays to be armed
with these rules and preferably with a
TFL Coach map, which outlines the rules
as not all parking wardens (or drivers)
know the correct rules for coaches.
For more information please visit
the TFL Website at
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/coach-drivers/
advice-for-drivers
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The very British story of sending a
letter from the Romans to the GPO
including the Postal Museum and
a ride on Mail Rail.

Free time for lunch today in Exmouth
Market with a thriving food market,
traditional pubs and cafés. Or add
a fish & chip lunch for £11pp.

Meet the Blue Badge Tour Guide at
the Museum of London at 10.30am
for morning refreshments included in
the tour fee. We begin our morning
on foot to explore the very heart of
GPO London and cover no more than
400 yards before the coach collects
us to complete the morning tour.
We are going to discover nothing
less than how the ingenuity of the
postal service shaped the world
we live in today.

In the afternoon we visit the Postal
Museum for five centuries of worldclass curiosities. From the sculpture
of the Queen used on 220 billion
stamps to a five-wheeled Victorian
post man’s bicycle and a priceless
sheet of Penny Blacks. Watch the
iconic Night Mail film with words by
WH Auden and music by Benjamin
Britten and step into a Travelling Post
Office to try your hand at sorting the
mail just like in the film. And enjoy
a 20 minute tootle on Mail Rail the subterranean railway that once
whizzed four million letters a day
beneath the streets of London.
Time to buy refreshments before
heading home at 4.45pm.

From the coffee houses of Samuel
Pepys’ day to the old inns where
scarlet clad, blunderbuss wielding
guards announced their departure
with a blast on their mail horns. We
follow the visual clues of old parish
markings, street signs, property
marks and shop signs to understand
a Penny Post from the time before
house numbers or indeed postmen
who could read and write! There
are tales of drunken poaching
mail men, corrupt politicians, the
Victorian internet and a canny public
determined to avoid paying for their
post. It’s a cracking tale.

0208 692 1133

Jam Buster Special Offer Option
Meet at the Museum of London at
midday for time to buy lunch, enjoy
the full and unabridged guided tour
and visit The Postal Museum with
a ride on Mail Rail. Then when the
rush hour kicks off enjoy one of the
best fish & chip suppers in London
with a hot drink and head home
on emptier roads at 6.30pm

info@cityandvillagetours.com

Best seller
THE PEOPLE’S POST

Adults & Seniors: £32
Jam Buster Special Offer £39
Available weekdays throughout
the year except School Holidays
The Christmas Post
Arrive at midday for time to
buy a light lunch, visit the
Postal Museum with a ride on
Mail Rail and then sit back to
enjoy an entertaining coach tour
that combines the story of the
GPO with Christmas Lights &
Sights. Head home at 6.30pm
after a fish & chips supper.
Weekdays in Nov £39.

1
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LONDON
HAMPSTEAD - A LONDON VILLAGE
London’s richness and variety
results from its growth as a
tapestry of villages each with
its own character and history.
Few have retained the village
atmosphere as well as Hampstead.
We take a short walk through
attractive lanes lined with
beautiful old houses and visit
one of London’s last remaining
grand country houses. Morning
refreshments and a roast lunch
are included.
Meet your Blue Badge Guide
in Hampstead at 10.30am for
morning refreshments before
a gentle stroll through the lanes
of old Hampstead. High above
the London smog the clean air
and cheap housing attracted
artists and writers to form the
Montmartre of London. Today
Hampstead has more millionaires
than anywhere else in the UK.
We visit the church where
Constable is buried before

returning to the pub for a roast
lunch. Individuals can pay for any
bar drinks, hot drinks or desserts
as required on the day.
Next to Kenwood via a scenic route
through the old embassy district
of Bishops Avenue that turned into
one of the UK’s first millionaire
rows when stars like Billy Butlin
and Gracie Fields moved in.
Kenwood country house has
wonderful views over London and
is full of great art works including
Gainsborough, and Turner. Enjoy
our guided tour and some free time
to take in the views and buy tea in
the old coach house before heading
home at 4.45pm.
Ask about the Jam Buster Option.
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available weekdays May
to December

1

10 miles

JEWISH LONDON
Jewish people came to London
during Roman times and have been
part of capital’s story for 2000
years. We trace the story of the
Jewish presence visiting the
UK’s oldest synagogue and
the Jewish Museum.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am at St Lawrence Jewry
in the City for morning coffee,
(included). A short coach tour
takes us to Bevis Marks - our
oldest and most splendid
synagogue built at the time
when Sir Christopher Wren was
building his city churches nearby.
It was built inside a courtyard
because synagogues were not
permitted to open onto public
streets. It is fascinating to contrast
a Wren 17th century church with
the synagogue this morning.
From here we walk to Spitalfields
– a hub of Jewish life in the 19th
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and 20th centuries picking out
visible reminders of a vibrant past.
For lunch we stop at the old Fruit
& Veg Market offering a choice of
pubs and cafés with interesting
shops and market stalls.
In the afternoon we visit the
Jewish Museum in Camden Town.
Exhibits include a recreation of
the Jewish East End and the Milk
Street mikveh - the ritual bath
used by women after childbirth.
There’s a café on site to buy tea
before heading home at 4.45pm.
Jam Buster Option available.

Adults & Seniors: £32
Available Monday to Thursday
January-December except October

3

5 miles
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LONDON
ELTHAM PALACE & THE THAMES CRUISE
Textile millionaires Stephen and
Virginia Courtauld built their 1930s
mansion onto the Great Hall of
Eltham Palace, the childhood home
of Henry VIII creating an Art Deco
masterpiece. Meet the Blue Badge
Guide at 10.30am at Eltham Palace,
for time to buy coffee before a very
entertaining morning that takes us
from the Tudors to the Twenties.

We’re off to Greenwich for free
time for lunch in the buzzy and
compact small town by the river.
Hands up who doesn’t enjoy a
Thames River Cruise? Choose
a one-hour return cruise to the
Thames Barrier and back which
takes us past the Docklands and
the Old Millennium Dome to see
the vast new developments.
Or take the one hour cruise to
Westminster passing the City
and West End sights. There’s a
skipper’s commentary and a bar
on board where your folk can buy
hot and cold drinks. You’ll be ready
to head home from Greenwich or
Westminster by 4.30pm giving you
a little head start on the rush hour.

You tour the house as an invited
guest of the Courtaulds. Walk into
Ginie’s wardrobe to try on her hats
and breathe in her perfume. Take a
peek in the golden tiled bathroom
and experience the glitz and
glamour of the cocktail hour. This
is a house full of quirky details: a
built-in vacuum cleaner and a suite
of rooms for Virginia’s pet lemur.
Stephen’s fitted rather menacing
Adults: £35 Seniors: £32
PA speakers in every room so that
Available Sundays to Fridays
he could bark orders at the servants
April to October
and page his wife! It’s great fun Art Deco meets Hollywood with a
1
10 miles
twist of Cunard Liner

ROYAL LONDON - with Buckingham Palace
Organisers booking group visits to
Buckingham Palace must pay long
in advance and will lose the money
if anyone cancels. Book with us and
you’ll pay just a week before you go.
We’ll even refund up to five Palace
tickets for people who can’t make it
on the day – that’s over £100 in
Palace tickets. Our day includes
a top notch Blue Badge Guide,
morning coffee and biscuits and
a Royal Parks coach permit to
go where other tours cannot go.
Meet the Guide in Trafalgar Square
at 10.30am for morning coffee
(included). We’re not mucking about
today, it’s Royal London all the way,
so we’ll begin with a little walk to
see the Changing of the Queen’s
Life Guards. Then using our special
permit we’ll drive under Admiralty
Arch and along the Mall for the best
views of Buckingham Palace. Our
entertaining coach tour traces the
story of where the royals have lived
over the past twelve hundred years.

0208 692 1133
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We look at birthplaces, scandals and
successes. The coach tour will keep
your legs fresh for the Palace.
We break for lunch on the South
Bank with a choice of cafés and
restaurants or bring a packed lunch.
Buckingham Palace is celebrating
the 200th anniversary of the birth
of Queen Victoria. Using technical
wizardry and featuring personal
items, Queen Victoria’s Palace shows
the transformation through her
63 year reign when the Palace
became a power symbol of the
British monarchy, as well as a
family home. The popular tea
marquee in the garden is back.
Head home at 5,30pm. Or make
the day a Jam Buster - ask us how.
Adults & Seniors: £39.50
Daily from late July to early Oct

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

CLASSIC TOUR
LEGAL LONDON
Now includes
VOX WIRELESS
TOUR GUIDE SYSTEM
Adults: £28 Seniors: £27
Includes morning coffee
& biscuits, Temple Church
& VOX, but not lunch
Add one course lunch £11
Jam Buster Option
Free time for lunch on arrival
and a fish & chip tea with a hot
drink before heading home
Adults: £37 Seniors: £36
Available Mon-Fri all year
except August and a little bit
either side of Easter when the
lawyers are away.

3
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Now including the Vox Wireless
Tour Guide System.
Between royalty at Westminster
& commerce in the City, mediaeval
lawyers found a quiet niche in which
to practise their craft. They’re still
here in a part of London hidden to
most visitors. Come on a fascinating
journey as we visit Legal London.
The day runs from 10.30am to
4.30pm and includes morning coffee
with the option to add lunch. Legal
London is also available as a Jam
Buster to help you avoid the rush
hour at both ends of the day - see
the end of this page.
Come at 10.30am for morning coffee
included in the tour fee. During the
morning we are on foot to trace
the history and peculiar practices
of English law in an area of London
that remains hidden to most visitors.
We visit Lincoln’s Inn where no one
should ask for whom the bell tolls ,
Staple Inn where wool was weighed
and taxed before the Great Fire and
end up in Carey Street the former
home of the Bankruptcy Courts.
Add a one course pub lunch or have
free time for lunch on Fleet Street
which gives some extra time to enjoy

www.cityandvillagetours.com

the RAF church of St Clement Danes
(oranges & lemons say the bells...)
and the rather wonderful Twinings
Tea shop - London’s oldest retail
premises and smallest shop front.
In the afternoon we visit the Royal
Courts of Justice otherwise known as
the High Court and explore Inner and
Middle Temple where Rumpole of the
Bailey had his chamber. We go inside
the spectacular round church of the
Knights Templar to see the life size
stone tomb effigies of the fighting
monks. An entry fee for the church
is included in the tour fee.
Time to buy tea on Fleet Street
before heading out of London at
4.15/30pm ahead of the rush hour.
Jam Buster Option
Arrive midday for free time for lunch
on Fleet Street. Enjoy the full tour
as described, break half way to buy
a cuppa and at the end of the tour
sit together for fish & chips with a
hot drink in an attractive pub before
heading home at 6.30pm on emptier
roads after the rush hour. This option
is also £39pp at senior rate and £41
for adults. The Jam Buster is not a
half day tour, it’s the full unabridged
tour and includes the Vox headsets.

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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NEW QUIRKY PICK
THE ANCIENT
VILLAGES OF
HEATH ROW
Adults & Seniors: £32
Includes:
Buffet Lunch
Tea & Biscuits
Top Notch Blue Badge guide
Harmondsworth Barn donation
Available weekdays from
April to October
Jam Buster Option starts with
lunch in Harmondsworth, followed
by the barn, the coach tour and
time to buy tea at the Windsor
Farm Shop and a wander at
Runnymede to see the thrones
before heading home at 6.30pm
on quieter roads.

1
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Peaceful, remote Heath Row had
just about the best farming soil in the
country. At night the carts trundled
six hours east carrying fruit and veg
to Covent Garden and returned full
of the city’s night soil to empty onto
the orchards. Life ticked over slowly
in the sleepy Middlesex Parish of
Harmondsworth. Until the Vicar sold
his farm land and they built an airport
on it. We tell the story of the ancient
villages of Heath Row and what has
and may yet become of them.
We begin at 10.30am at the Windsor
Farm Shop with time to buy morning
refreshments. One of the biggest
questions facing London, and some
might say UK PLC, in recent years
has been Should Heathrow have a third
runway? We aren’t going to argue in
favour of one side over the other but
instead show you the lie of the land.
We begin by driving on back roads
via Runnymede the short distance to
the airport to see where the runway
might be built before touring the
ancient villages of Heathrow which
have experienced different impacts
over the years. We sample the many
faces of this unique area as one minute
massive jets skim the sky above us
at rooftop level and the next we’re

info@cityandvillagetours.com

listening for birdsong in a little
snippet of rural idyll just off the
Old Bath Road. It’s fascinating.
We arrive for lunch in the rather
shockingly rural English village of
Harmondsworth, just half a mile from
the duty free temples of Heathrow.
Part of the village may disappear with
the proposed Third Runway project.
Right now it’s very peaceful as it’s not
on the flight path. Instead we find a
picture postcard village - an old pub on
the village green opposite a Domesday
church where Morris Men dance each
Summer. It’s so unexpected you could
easily believe that it has been moved
here brick by brick as a Little England
theme park for visitors who don’t
have time to stray far from the airport.
A two course buffet lunch is included
in your tour fee.
After lunch we visit Harmondsworth
Barn, one of the our greatest
mediaeval buildings, built 600 years
ago by the same skilled carpenters
who built worked on our mediaeval
cathedrals. We’ll also visit the church
and seek out the grave of Richard Cox
the Orange Pippins man before one
last cuppa (included) at the pub after
which we head for home at 4.30pm.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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LONDON
NEW! SNAP, CRACKLE & SHOP!
The story of Britain’s favourite
brands and the advertising that
sold them to us. Including morning
coffee, tea & cake and a visit to the
quirky Museum of Brands.
Meet our Blue Badge Guide in the
City at 10.30am for morning coffee
(included). In mediaeval London
to buy something you simply went
to the street of that name – Milk
Street, Wood Street, Bread Lane.
Powerful Livery Companies
stamped their branding all over the
city and businesses advertised their
services to an illiterate population
with hanging signs. As competition
increased manufacturers sought
to win our hearts and minds by
building recognisable brands. It’s
a fascinating morning seeking out
and decoding the visual clues all
around us to see how business
has sought to empty our pockets
through the ages.

Supermarket archaeologist Robert
Opie has spent 50 years collecting
historical brands & packaging to
form the Museum of Brands. He
says it’s about ‘bringing together the
pieces of a jigsaw until you see
the big picture of social change.’
It’s ten thousand memories in
one afternoon and it’s never more
joyous that when you reach your
our own nostalgia hot spot in the
“time tunnel”.
Tea & cake (included) is served to
round off an entertaining day with
you back on the coach and heading
home at 4.45pm.
Jam Buster Option
Start at midday with time to buy
lunch and finish at 6.15pm.
Includes a cuppa midway.
Adults: £36 Seniors: £34
Tuesday to Sunday all year

We stop for free time for lunch in
Kensington. Grab a sandwich and
you’ll have time to visit the new free
gallery at the Design Museum.

1

7 miles

BARROW BOYS & BANKERS
Contrasting stories of rags and
riches in London districts a stone’s
throw from each other but worlds
apart. Visit the atmospheric
streets of Spitalfields and discover
the story of banking in the Square
Mile with a coach tour and a visit
to the Bank of England Museum.
This tour now includes the Vox
headsets for a more intimate tour.

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System
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We begin at 10.30am with
morning coffee and biscuits,
included, near Liverpool Street
station. For centuries the City
was a closed shop. Only Livery
Company members could ply their
trades - foreigners, whether from
Deptford or abroad, had to settle
outside the walls. Huguenots,
fleeing France, brought silk
weaving to Spitalfields just outside
the City. Their grand Georgian
houses, some of the best preserved
in the country, would go on to
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house successive waves of new
arrivals. We’ll see a soup kitchen
for the Jewish poor, Hawksmoor’s
Christ Church and the sites of
some of the Ripper murders.
We’ll break for free time to buy
lunch in and around Spitalfields
Market (or add a group lunch for
£12pp). In the afternoon enjoy a
fascinating little coach tour telling
the story of banking plus a visit to
the Bank of England Museum or
if you prefer, the beautiful City
of London Art Gallery. After time
for tea we head home at 4.30pm.
Jam Buster: arrive midday for free
time lunch at Spitalfields, full tour
and then fish & chip tea £32pp.
Adults & Seniors: £25
Available weekdays all year

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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LONDON
NEW! GIN LANE

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System
In Georgian London the Gin Craze
took hold. Drunk for a penny, dead
drunk for two with fresh straw
to fall on. We explore the London
immortalised in William Hogarth’s
Gin Lane from the rookeries of
St Giles-in-the-Fields and Seven
Dials to posh St Martin-in-theFields. In the afternoon we tour
London’s oldest gin distillery.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide
at 10.30am to buy morning
refreshments. We begin by visiting
St Giles, which recorded the first
victims of the Great Plague and as
we walk across the old fields (don’t
look for grass!) we tell the story
of London in four drinks: beer, tea,
coffee and gin. Discover Tin Pan
Alley, the once notorious Seven
Dials and slip into a secret alley
still lit by gas lamps. With the Vox
headsets you won’t miss a word.
There will be free time in Trafalgar
Square to buy lunch. Visit the
National Portrait Gallery or bring a

0208 692 1133
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packed lunch to eat during
a free lunchtime concert
at St Martin-in-the-Fields.
At London’s oldest surviving gin
distillery the iconic Beefeater
London Dry Gin is hand crafted
to a recipe unchanged since the
1800s. We visit the heart of the
distillery to experience a sensory
understanding of the ingredients
with a self guided and guided
tour and a tutored tasting of two
premium Beefeater gins. The
tour ends with a complimentary
Beefeater Gin & Tonic or soft drink
alternative (non-drinkers get a
gin miniature to take home for a
friend!) You’ll be heading home
from Kennington, ever so slightly
squiffy, at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £35
Monday to Friday all year

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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LONDON
HIDDEN LONDON & THE REGENTS CANAL
Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

This day, with a gentle walking tour
and a cruise on the Regent’s Canal,
has been one of our most popular
tours for 30 years and now includes
the Vox Wireless Tour Guide System.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am for morning coffee (now
included) at the Museum of London.
In 1666 the Great Fire of London
swept away much of the mediaeval
City but the flames died to ashes
to leave one corner untouched a maze of narrow streets and bygone
alleyways in ancient Smithfield.
We’ll walk beneath a Tudor
gatehouse into the yard of London’s
oldest parish church. You’ll see Sir
John Betjeman’s town house and
where Scottish hero Sir William
Wallace was executed. By the
London home of Hercule Poirot, on
the site of a plague pit we go inside
stately Charterhouse (not Mondays)
to see the chapel and museum
before breaking for lunch locally.

Beneath white stuccoed mansions
in opulent Little Venice we board
a traditional narrow boat. On the
50-minute cruise we pass the
aviary designed by Lord Snowdon
in London Zoo, see an oriental
floating restaurant, willow-draped
towpaths and a colourful collection
ofhouseboats. We arrive in the
cobbled and flagged yard of Camden
Lock for time to buy tea before
heading home by 4.45pm.
Jam Buster Option
Arrive midday Museum of London
for time to buy lunch, enjoy the full,
unabridged tour followed by the
canal cruise and enjoy a fish & chip
tea before heading home on emptier
roads at 6.30pm. (£39 & £38)

Adults: £32 Seniors: £30
Daily March to October

2
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GHOSTS, GALLOWS & GANGSTERS
London is the most haunted city in
the world. Once called the
“City of Gallows” visitors had to
pass a hanged man at every gate.
We seek out ghosts, gangsters
& the mystery of Jack the Ripper.
Expect goosebumps and giggles.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide on
Whitehall at 10.30am for morning
coffee (included). We slip into St
James’s Park to begin a morning
on foot telling the story of crimes
and punishments, ghosts and spies.
In Parliament Square we discover
the best way to preserve a head on
a spike and learn the dreadful fate
of the man who tried to rob the
Abbey treasury. We break to buy
lunch in Parliament Square.
In the afternoon by coach through
the Old Square Mile via Sweeney
Todd’s Fleet Street to the East End
of the Kray Twins. In Victorian

24

Day Trips

times life was cheap here and
murder not uncommon. But one
murderer has left an indelible
mark on our national conscience
– neither caught nor identified
but known the world over as Jack
the Ripper. The Ripper murders
coincided with the rise of the
“penny dreadful” and magazines
like Tit-Bits, designed to offer
snippets of news to the newly
literate poor. Nothing is new bad news sold newspapers!

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

We’ll stop to buy tea in Spitalfields
or you could opt for a pint of ale or
a large gin at the Ten Bells where
the Ripper victims drank. You’ll be
ready to head home at 4.15pm.
Adults & Seniors: £25
Available Mon-Fri all year

1

10 miles
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LONDON
NEW! POMP & CEREMONY
Blue Badge Guide Martin served
in the Scots Guards taking part
in the Changing of the Guard,
Trooping the Colour as well as
royal weddings and state visits.
Long term C&V guides Sean,
Owen and Sarah are experts in
all matters state and ceremonial.
This tour now includes the VOX
Wireless Tour Guide System
- you’ll not miss a word and
enjoy an insiders’ fly on the wall
experience in tourist London”!
Meet the guide in Trafalgar
Square at 10.30am for morning
coffee (included) before attending
The Changing of the Queen’s Life
Guards, a little-known spectacle
of immaculately groomed horses
in scarlet and gold that takes place
every day whatever the weather.
As the guards disappear into
the stables we step into the
Household Cavalry Museum and
watch as the troopers unsaddle
their gear. Learn how to polish
your boots and groom your
bearskin and enjoy a fun dressing

up session among some rare and
beautiful treasures. Profits from
this museum support our soldiers
and their families.

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

Following a break on Whitehall to
buy lunch we continue by coach
for a trip down memory lane to
enjoy a series of London Postcards
– scenes of tourist London your
folk probably haven’t been back
to since childhood. Why should
tourists have all the fun?
In the afternoon we visit the
little known Queen’s Chapel of
the Savoy. This is a survivor from
Tudor times and you’ll find out
why, when the congregation sing
the national anthem, they sing
Long Live our Noble Duke. There
will be time to buy tea locally
before heading home at 4.30pm.
Adults: £33 Seniors: £31
Available weekdays all year

2
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NEW! SQUARE MILE CURIOS
This brilliant new tour has received
rave reviews and now comes
with the Vox Wireless Tour Guide
System to create an even more
enjoyable and intimate experience.
In the heart of the City of London,
the old Square Mile, we meet to
buy morning coffee at 10.30am.
We are off the coach all day for a
series of short and flat walks with
the Blue Badge Guide including
opportunities to sit down. We visit:

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

0208 692 1133

The London Mithraeum – an
ancient Roman temple restored its
original site, now in the basement
of the multi-billion pound Norman
Foster designed Bloomberg
building. With haze and light
projections the temple rises from
the ruins with an atmospheric
soundscape of chanting, bells and
horns. There’s also a display of
very recent archaeological finds.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

Guildhall Art Gallery – little
known venue with impressive art
plus the Roman Amphitheatre
City of London Police Museum
Marvel at a Suffragette bomb
in a mustard tin, peek inside a
police cell from 1888 where a
hologrammatic Catherine Eddowes
is banged up for drunkenness.
Just hours later she will become
a victim of Jack the Ripper.
Free time to buy lunch on
Cheapside by Bow Bells. We end
inside a beautiful Wren Church
and sit in the pews with tea &
biscuits (included) before heading
home at 4.45pm. Available Tues
to Saturday all year. Ask about the
Jam Buster with a fish & chip tea.
Adults & Seniors: £25
Tuesday to Saturday all year

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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We visit Grantham and discover a
remarkable and rare chained library
and, of course, the birth place of
the Iron Lady, take in wonderful
panoramas on a drive across the
Vale of Belvoir and end the day in
Melton Mowbray. A two course with
coffee is served in a handsome hotel.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide in
Grantham at 10.30am for coffee and
biscuits (included). Grantham has a
more interesting history than many
other towns that make much more
of a fuss about themselves. The
super little museum focuses on the
town’s two big names Isaac Newton
and Margaret Thatcher. Explore the
recreated 17th century apothecary
shop where Newton lived and take
a trip down memory lane in a 1979
living room on the eve of election
victory. The eclectic Thatcher
collection includes her lumpy
childhood bed and an iconic suit
worn to meet Mikhail Gorbachev.
A short walk takes us to St Wulfram’s
church set in a delightful cathedrallike close to enjoy the magnificent
interior including the Trigge Library –
three hundred books, some over 500
years old, are chained to the shelves
in the UK’s first public library.
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We also see the shop where the
grocer’s daughter from Grantham
grew up – so make sure you’ve
brought your cameras! We’ll be
careful with the walking today and
there are opportunities through the
morning to sit down.
Our lunch venue began as a Knights
Templar hostel on the Great North
Road and in its 800 years as a hotel
has welcomed at least five Kings and
a Prince of Wales. A 2-course lunch
with coffee is served (included in the
tour fee). Menu available on request.
In the afternoon we tour the
beautiful Vale of Belvoir enjoying
wonderful views of the quilted
countryside, hearing about the
Witches of Belvoir and looking out
for the fairy tale turrets and towers
of the Duke of Rutland’s Belvoir
Castle. There’s more to Melton
Mowbray than pork pies. This was
once the place to be seen, where
Beau Brummell, King of the Dandies,
gathered with his hunting chums
to talk foxes and fashions and from
where the expression to paint the
town red came from. Explore and
find a spot to buy tea before
heading home at 4.45pm.
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BRAND NEW
The VALE OF
BELVOIR
WITH GRANTHAM
& MELTON MOWBRAY
Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Tuesday - Friday
throughout the year.
Includes:
Morning coffee & biscuits
Grantham Museum donation
St Wulfrum’s donation
2-course lunch with coffee
Day Trip prices are based on
a minimum 30 people with a
free place at the 40th place.
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In partnership with Lodge Coaches of
High Easter, near Chelmsford, we bring
you Vintage Essex, a very entertaining
new day out for groups who like to
see a lot without walking too far. We
combine the best in Blue Badge guiding
in picture postcard Essex villages with
an afternoon at the Lodge HQ in the
Essex Rodings including a ploughman’s
lunch and rides out in their vintage
fleet of 1940s and 1950s coaches.
We also meet Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
- so bring your cameras!
We begin in Thaxted, Queen of Essex
at 10.30am for morning refreshments
in an old coaching inn. Betjeman said
Thaxted was about as good as it gets.
We’ll visit the old wool church where
English composer Gustav Holst played
the organ and the vicar flew the Red
Flag from the tower. Who’s for a few
verses of Holst’s hymn Thaxted, better
known as I Vow To Thee My Country?
From the church we weave past black
and white striped Tudor houses and
jolly colour-washed homes from the
mediaeval to the Georgian period to
the beautifully wonky old Guildhall.
From high in the coach we’ll take
in the gently rolling landscapes of
rural Essex and the chocolate box
village of Finchingfield as we head
south to the little known Essex
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Rodings. Eight villages full of old
thatched cottages, timber-framed
manor houses and farmhouses form
the largest group in the country to
share a common name. The Rodings
name comes from the Anglo-Saxon
Hroðingas who sailed up the River
Thames 1500 years ago, turned
right at Barking Creek and kept
going until they found this remote
and fertile landscape.
A ploughman’s lunch is ready for
us at the Lodge Garage in High Easter.
We are surrounded by the vintage
vehicle collection and old coaching
ephemera collection of the Lodge
Family who are approaching their
centenary in the coaching business.
It’s a lovely afternoon with time to
enjoy the collection of old coaching
and bus ephemera and rides out in
immaculately restored 1940s and
1950s coaches that have starred in
Only Fools spin off Rock & Chips and
blockbuster series The Crown. We
finish the day with a cup of tea with
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. Please note
that this isn’t the original car used in
the film. So it doesn’t actually fly.
We’ll be ready to head home at
4.45pm. Oh and will your driver be
jealous? Not at all - I expect you’ll
spot him kicking a wheel or two!

info@cityandvillagetours.com

BRAND NEW
VINTAGE ESSEX

Adults & Seniors: £39
Includes morning coffee with
biscuits, ploughman’s lunch,
two rides in vintage coaches,
tea with biscuits and a top notch
Blue Badge Tour Guide.
Available daily all year.
SleepOver Option
Stay Sunday night in Thaxted
with a Flanders & Swann Tribute
Dinner before being collected next
morning by the vintage coaches for
a country tour and lunch with Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. See page 77.

1

www.cityandvillagetours.com

25 miles

Day Trips

27

GREY MATTER
tHE
MONUMENTS MAN

Adults & Seniors: £33
Includes morning and afternoon
coffee and church donations.
Available Mon to Sat all year.
This itinerary is also available
as a one night SleepOver staying
at Best Western Tillington Hall
Hotel in Stafford. Enjoy an after
dinner talk, The Monuments
Man tour plus a visit to
Birmingham or Ironbridge.

2
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Join The Monuments Man, Blue Badge
Guide Robin, for a fascinating day
decoding church monuments in which
sound research meets detective work.
The art of the British Isles, changing
fashions in dress and cultural attitudes
towards death are tied up in these
creative works. We visit four churches
in and around Stafford.
Meet Robin in Stafford at 10.30am for
morning coffee (included). Our starting
point will be St Chads in Stafford,
where in addition to a monument to
Dr Johnson’s step daughter there is
important Romanesque sculpture,
some of it believed to be the work
of Arabic stonemasons who came to
Stafford during the Crusades. Some
monuments carry signatures of their
authors and patterns of stylistic
similarity have been plotted workshop
by workshop. Be warned this mixture
of history and detective work can
be very addictive! We break for free
time for lunch around the handsome
market square.
In the afternoon by coach out into the
countryside. Access to churches will,
of course vary, but the three afternoon
visits will be drawn from a list that
includes Stowe-by-Chartley, Colwich,
St Michael – burial place of the
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Anson family including Lord Lichfield
and the classical monuments of the
Chetwynds and Talbots at St Mary the
Virgin, possibly by Christopher Wren,
on the estate of Ingestre Hall.
You’ll learn how, from early carved
grave-slabs or coffin lids, gradually
effigies were carved in greater relief,
finishing up completely in the round
leading in the mediaeval period
to the grand age of the alabaster
monument. We examine the impact
of foreign influence on British design
and how the influence of Ancient
Rome (Baroque) gave way to Ancient
Greece (Neoclassical) with the arrival
of the Elgin Marbles. We see how
monuments came back full circle to
the mediaeval penchant for recumbent
effigies with the Victorian passion for
Gothic until 20th century religious
and social attitudes discouraged large
showy tombs and the age of the grand
monument was over.
We’ll stop at the last church for a cup
of tea and some biscuits before making
tracks for home at 4.45pm.
And who knows a new hobby might
have been born!

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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BRAND NEW
ROMNEY MARSH
church CURIOS

Adults & Seniors: £28
Includes morning coffee,
a top notch Blue Badge Tour
Guide and a donation for
each church.
Add carvery lunch with hot
drink for £10.
Come weekdays all year.
The churches are all still in use
so sometimes we might have to
visit an alternative church to
those described here.

2
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Today we visit three iconic mediaeval
marsh churches, each with a curious
feature and enjoy morning coffee
with biscuits and the option of a
carvery lunch. We’ve also costed in
a donation for each of the churches.

You can opt to have free time and
do your own thing for lunch today
- there’s plenty of choice and some
interesting shops on the flat and
compact High Street. Alternatively
you can add a group carvery lunch.

Meet at 10.30am in sleepy Lympne,
near Hythe for morning coffee (inc)
in the old castle stable block.
Our first visit is St Stephen’s, which
teeters on the edge of a grassy
cliff that once formed the Saxon
sea shore. The view is tremendous.
Below us the sprawl of the Romney
Marsh, reclaimed from the sea.
To the East we see the bay end at
Dungeness and to the West from
the grassy slopes the white chalk
cliffs emerge that will lead to Dover.

In the afternoon sit back to enjoy
some Marsh scenery as we make
our way to one of England’s most
extraordinary churches. Fairford,
the village served by the lonely
13th century church of St Thomas
a Beckett is long gone. Step inside
this church in a sheep field (yes,
really, wear stout shoes) and you are
immersed in pure Georgian theatre.
Rows of tall box pews are painted
bright white all overlooked by a
triple-decker pulpit. The parish clerk
sat at the bottom, the main service
was conducted from the middle level,
while a sermon “often of prodigious
length” was delivered from the top.
There is a peculiar seven-sided font,
but for many the most extraordinary
feature is the exposed timber roof.
Really, there’s nowhere else like this.

Next to the Church with the Bones.
There are only two ossuaries in the
UK and one of them is at St Leonard’s
church in the Ancient Cinque Port of
Hythe. The vaulted crypt is lined with
the neatly displayed skulls and thigh
bones of what are believed to be the
townsfolk from 700 years ago. It’s
quite fascinating! The church itself
is extraordinarily rich in monuments
to young men lost in Victoria’s small
wars of Empire. We walk down steep
but short lanes to the High Street.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

We’ll stop in Appledore or at Dobbies
Garden Centre in Ashford for time
to buy refreshments before heading
home before five.
In the
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Just as the stories of ordinary
people are so often lost in the
noise of royalty and aristocracy
so too is the majesty of our vernacular
architecture lost in the shadow
of palaces and churches. The
vernacular is that built in the local
tradition with locally available
materials and skills. We spend the
morning in picture postcard Thaxted
- a veritable Smörgåsbord of English
vernacular architecture, with morning
coffee and lunch at an old hotel.
In the afternoon, a country tour
and visit to two spectacular
cathedrals of wood.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide in
Thaxted at 10.30am. Prosperous
already by Saxon times, many
mediaeval buildings survive from
three boom centuries in the cutlery
trade. On some of the timber framed
houses are important examples of
the decorative plasterwork, typical
of the region, known as pargeting.
On a gentle stroll from the hotel
we seek out examples of house
types from different ages and
make the distinction between
vernacular and other styles.
A house that is not vernacular is ‘polite’
— it has been designed in a ‘conscious’
style that could be built using local
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materials, in any part of the country.
An excellent example of the polite style
is Georgian. In Thaxted we find a wide
variety of vernacular and contrasting
polite architecture in a compact and
attractive setting. We also discover
that the modern trend for green
buildings harks back to the vernacular
taking us full circle down the local
materials and local tradition path.
It’s good fun and very absorbing.
There are great stories too, with
Gustav Holst and the Red Vicar
among the one time locals.
Back to the hotel for a two course
lunch - we’ll ask you to pre-book from
a short list of three mains and two
desserts. In the afternoon we visit the
massive and beautiful Cressing Temple
Barns built for the Knights Templar.
These colossal buildings are so ancient
that they were built when Genghis
Khan and St Francis of Assisi walked
this earth. There’s also a Tudor walled
garden to enjoy and time to buy tea in
the tearoom run by the Tiptree Jam
people. You’ll be ready to make tracks
for home at 4.30pm.
“There is no town in north Essex – and
very few in England – to equal in beauty,
compactness and juxtaposition of
mediaeval and Georgian architecture,
the town of Thaxted”. Sir John Betjeman

www.cityandvillagetours.com

BRAND NEW
Grey MATTER
Vernacular
Spectacular
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available weekdays all year.
Includes:
Morning coffee & biscuits
and a two-course lunch.
Vernacular Spectacular
SleepOver 2 Nights/ 3 Days
October & March 2019 dinner,
bed & breakfast in Thaxted,
day trip as described with
lunch plus two private house
visits with owner/architects.
See Page 81
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The Cotswold Farm Park is home to
sandy haired TV presenter and farmer
Adam Henson. It was set up by his
father (photo) in 1971 to promote rare
breeds. We combine our visit with
a coach tour of the Cotswolds starting
with morning coffee and Lardy Cake
(included in the tour fee) at Burford,
and stopping for lunch off the beaten
track in a gem of a town. Please avoid
the new extra long coaches if you want
to enjoy the most scenic route today.
Picture-postcard Burford on the
River Windrush is the gateway to the
Cotswolds. We start here at 10.30am
with coffee and a local specialty the
deliciously naughty Burford Lardy
Cake. It’s like a Belgian Bun with a bit
of Cotswolds oomph! See the ancient
packhorse bridge, hear all about the
Burford Golden Dragon and discover
why the superstitious villagers of
olden days would fill the river with
buckets during droughts!
Then by coach off the beaten track
through little hamlets and villages
nestling in gorgeous countryside –
avoid the extra long new coaches so
we can take you through the charming
backwaters. At Northleach, tucked
away from the main tourist routes
between gently rolling hills at a great
Roman crossroads, we discover the
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Cathedral of the Cotswolds.
The stone porch is possibly the
most lovely in all England and
the giant east window flooding
the church with light is absolutely
glorious. We stay here for free time
to buy lunch and explore interesting
alleys full of ancient houses that
radiate from the old market square.
We let Stephen at the pub know
we’re coming and he puts out a coach
specials board. Or you can pre-book
his famous carvery for your group.
After lunch we sweep across the
top of the Cotswold escarpment to
Adam Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park.
There’s always lots happening in
the all-weather display barns and
the school kids have come and gone
in the morning! Seasonal demos
include milking, lamb bottle-feeding
and sheep shearing. Twenty-minute
tractor safaris show you the wonderful
views filmed for BBC television.

BEST SELLER
a cOTSWOLDS
COUNTRY FILE

Adults: £35 Seniors: £34
Available daily March-October
Includes:
Morning coffee & Lardy Cake
Visit to Cotswolds Farm Park
Q&A with tea and biscuits
Top Notch Blue Badge Guide
Please avoid half terms and the
school summer holidays.

At the end of the afternoon we’ll sit
in the marquee for an entertaining
short talk about the farm and the
rare breeds including a question
and answer session over a cup of tea
(included) before heading for home
by 4.45/5.00pm. tf
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COUNTRY TOURS
SMUGGLERS & STRAWBERRY JAM
A top notch Blue Badge Guide,
beautiful countryside, rich history,
rattling good stories and a new
opportunity to enjoy a tractortrailer tour and a cream tea at
the Tiptree Jam Factory.
Meet at 10.30am for morning
coffee and biscuits (included) at
RHS Hyde Hall near Chelmsford
if you are coming from the South
or Abberton Reservoir near
Colchester if you are coming from
the North or West. The lonely
Essex marshlands are Smuggling
Country. Whole villages were
involved in bringing contraband
tea, gin and even soap ashore
under cover of night. People
went to church to watch over
their precious booty hidden in
the crypt! We stop in a beautiful
smugglers village for wonderful
views across the Blackwater
estuary and creeks.
Ancient Maldon, home of the
famous sea salt is a good spot
to stop to buy lunch. This is a day

to keep lunch light or you won’t
have room for your cream tea!
Wilkin & Sons are the John Lewis
of jam – the workers own a stake
in the company and many live
in company houses. The new
40-minute trailer farm tour is
very, very good. See (and taste!)
the huge variety of fruit grown
and marvel at the self-misting
space age greenhouse where
Little Scarlet strawberries are
grown on table tops to save the
fruit pickers backs. You’ll also visit
the quirky museum before your
Tiptree Cream Tea. We will be
ready to head home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £30
Available weekdays from May
to the end of September

1
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A DAY IN THE NEW FOREST
We begin at a 15th century pub
haunted by the last New Forest
Highwayman. Come at 10.30am
for morning coffee before we slip
into the forest following in the
footsteps of Kings and Queens,
commoners and gypsies, smugglers
and lovers.
Over the past millennium a wealth
of myth and legend has wound
itself around the forest trees like
a clinging vine. Your expert guide
will chart a course to the heart of
this enchanting world. You’ll see
the Rufus Stone commemorating
the controversial death of flame
haired William II and see some
picture postcard villages.
We come back to the pub for
a main course and dessert with
people suiting themselves if they
want to buy a bar drinks and
coffees on the day.

13th century church guarded by an
ancient yew Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
the creator of Sherlock Holmes,
lies buried. We’ll see Lyndhurst the
“Capital” of the Forest and to the
deer enclosure and ornamental
drive at Bolderwood where huge
trees including mighty California
Redwoods line our route.
We stop for tea in Beaulieu. Look
out for the donkeys and ponies
ambling along the pavements. There
are two or three places selling tea
and a nice pub or two to round off
an enjoyable day out. Head home
at 4.30pm. If you prefer you can
arrive for 2-course lunch with
coffee at midday, enjoy the tour,
stop at Beaulieu for a drink and
head home at 6.00pm.
Adults & Seniors: £29
Weekdays all year except Aug

In the afternoon we visit a gorgeous
thatched village where at the
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COUNTRY TOURS
KENTISH CURIOS
In its Upper Valley, far from the
busy estuary towns of Rochester
and Chatham, the Medway flows
through beautiful countryside.
We visit an ancient country church
with Marc Chagall stained glass
and a serene Carmelite Friary.
Along the way we discover
Kentish curios, myths and legends.
Join the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am for morning coffee
(included) at Tudeley near
Tunbridge Wells. When a young
girl from the manor house died
in the 1960s her heartbroken
parents commissioned Russian
artist Marc Chagall to design
stained glass in her memory.
In tiny Tudeley church the
result is rather magical.
From Tudeley we criss-cross the
Medway, sometimes Men of Kent,
sometimes Kentishmen. We see the
Hoppers Hospital, pretty villages
and marinas full of bobbing boats
and cross the ancient bridge at
Yalding - a village that floods so
often you begin to suspect that

the name is Saxon for Don’t Build
Your House Here!
We stop in handsome West Malling
(like a compact Tunbridge Wells) to
buy lunch – or you can elect to add
a group lunch at the Friary - please
ask for details.
Aylesford Friary was built by a
crusader returning from the Holy
Land and thrived until Henry VIII
came along. In 1940 the Carmelites
bought it all back. Today this
centre for pilgrimage and retreat
is loved way beyond the Catholic
community. We visit beautiful
chapels full of unusual modern
artwork. Enjoy the tranquil peace
garden or wander down to look at
the river. Tea and cakes are sold in
the old barn. We make tracks for
home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £25
Available Mon-Fri all year
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THE MAD JACK FULLER TRAIL
Mad Jack Fuller was an eccentric
Georgian squire who built a series
of follies near Eastbourne in Sussex.
Raised up high in your coach you’ll
feel like you are on top of the world
up on the South Downs ridgeway
with far reaching views across to
Beachy Head! This day comes with
morning coffee with biscuits and
lunch, included in the tour fee.
Meet the Guide near Battle in East
Sussex to drive to a characterful
old country pub for morning coffee
& biscuits at 10.30am. During the
morning we tell the story of John
Fuller, Squire of Brightling - a richly
entertaining tale with a fascinating
cast of characters from the England
of Mad King George. We see some
of the follies Fuller built and visit
the extraordinary village church
where Mad Jack built himself a huge
pyramid mausoleum – the Pharaoh
squire! Fuller also gave the church a
barrel organ and whenever possible
we’ll demonstrate this church rarity
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– with just 12 hymns available don’t
be surprised to find yourself singing
along to O Come All Ye Faithful!
Back to the pub for a ploughman’s
lunch or in the cooler months opt
for roast chicken . Choose and pay
for desserts and drinks as required.
In the afternoon we are going to
have an hour or so of free time
to browse the picturesque and
compact High Street in Battle
before driving on to Bodiam Castle,
where you need an NT membership
card now to walk along to the castle
itself but there’s a very pleasantly
appointed tea shop to round off the
day. You’ll be all set to begin the
drive home at 4.45pm. Ask about
theChristmas Lunch Special.
Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays all year
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COUNTRY TOURS
GHOSTS OF THE ROMNEY MARSH
The Romney Marsh is a remote
and mysterious landscape of wide
horizons dotted with small villages
and ancient churches and pubs
beneath huge starry skies. This was
a big smuggling area where ghost
stories were told to explain those
mysterious bumps in the night.
Enjoy an afternoon or evening
coach tour full of Marsh mysteries
with visits to two country pubs
followed by fish & chips at the
famous Pilot Inn at Dungeness.
Start points and timings vary to
suit you. Come from Kent and we
can meet in Dymchurch. From
Surrey starting in Appledore works
well. The tour including pub stops
and supper lasts four hours. So
you could meet the Blue Badge
Guide for a drink at the first pub at
3.00pm, stop midway at another old
pub and finish up with fish & chips
at the famous Pilot Inn at 6.00pm
ready to go home an hour later.
Wherever possible we’ll take you to
one of the most unspoilt pubs in the

UK. When Londoner Doris Jemison
was sent to the Romney Marsh as a
Land Army girl she soon fell in love
with the publican’s son. After the
war Doris took on a pub unchanged
since the First World War and it’s
hardly changed since. They don’t
sell lager, real ales are poured
straight from the cask and there
are no fruit machines.
We’ve been taking groups to The
Pilot Inn at Dungeness for over
twenty years and the fish & chips
with freshly caught fish from the
South Coast fishing fleets has
always been tip top. The first Pilot
pub was built from the timbers of a
Spanish ship deliberately wrecked
and looted for its cargo of brandy.
And is it haunted? Of course it is!
Just don’t go to the loo on your
own!
Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays all year
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THE ROMNEY MARSH
The Romney Marsh is a mysterious
region of Kent, rich in history and
legend. Meet the Blue Badge Guide
just off the M20 at Ashford at
10.30am for morning refreshments
at individual cost before driving
out onto the remote Romney
Marsh. Marshmen established a
wild reputation with smuggling
and felonious deeds rife in a
world where men drank beer a
full century before the rest of the
country and evacuated their sheep
before their women during the
war! The bleak, timeless character
of the marsh made it popular with
artists and writers including Noël
Coward and Ian Fleming who
found inspiration from marsh place
names like Moneypenny Farm.
We’ll stop and visit one of the
mediaeval churches that pepper
the marsh. Dotted across the
peculiar landscape of Dungeness
- the UK’s only desert there are
old railway carriages first dragged
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across the shingle nearly one
hundred years ago. Today they
change hands for an awful lot of
money. We stop here for fresh fish
& chips with a cup of tea and a slice
at the legendary Pilot Inn. You can
opt to add a 25 minute jaunt on
the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch
Light Railway - ask for details.
After lunch we take a pleasant
drive via Camber Sands to Rye.
Or opt for a drive along the coast
through Dr Syn’s Dymchurch to
historic Hythe with its charming
High Street, all on the flat and with
old fashioned and individual shops
(early closing Weds). Whichever
you choose, there will be time to
pick a spot for tea before heading
home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays all year
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High above the River Thames, behind
hanging beech woods, is Cliveden,
the country estate of the fabulously
wealthy Nancy and Waldorf Astor.
Here, between the wars, the Astors
gathered around them the Cliveden
Set including the German ambassador
Von Ribbentrop, Charlie Chaplin,
Lloyd George, Rudyard Kipling and
Lawrence of Arabia. Our exciting new
day tells the story of the Cliveden
Set and their contemporaries in the
beautiful Thames Chilterns.
Meet our expert local Blue Badge
Guide in Beaconsfield at 10.30am
for time to buy morning refreshments.
We visit the Burnham Beeches, one of
our finest tracts of ancient woodland
and the go to forest for film makers
with credits including Ivanhoe and
Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves.
In the riverside settlement of Taplow
(the name means Tæppa’s barrow)
we see the Anglo-Saxon mound in
which the greatest Anglo Saxon
treasure until Sutton Hoo was
discovered. Now in the British Museum
it became a text book case on how
NOT to do an archaeological
excavation. There are brilliant views
of Taplow Court, home to Lord
Desborough who organised the 1908
Olympic Games and his beautiful wife
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Ettie a darling of Edwardian Society
and rival to Nancy Astor at Cliveden.
We arrive at Cliveden to picnic or
buy lunch in the large NT café.
The massive Italianate mansion,
home to an Earl, three Countesses,
two Dukes, a Prince of Wales and the
Viscounts Astor is now on lease from
the National Trust as the five star
hotel where the Duchess of Sussex
stayed on the eve of her wedding.
It is not open to the public (you can
add a 30 minute ground floor tour on
Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays).
We’ll take you on a gentle trail
through the gardens, which capture
the grandeur of the time between the
wars when it was the glittering hub of
society. We’ll choose the best of the
gardens when you come: the famous
parterre planted in spring and summer
with 25,000 bulbs and bedding plants,
the restored Rose Garden, the
topiary and an outstanding sculpture
collection. Along the way there are
great stories of the Cliveden Set
and, fifty years later, of the Profumo
Scandal. Time to buy tea before
heading home at 4.45pm.
If you want to include the 30 minute
house tour we will reverse the order
of the day.
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BRAND NEW
THE CLIVEDEN SET

Adults & Seniors: £27
NT members £16.50
Available Monday to Saturday
March to October. Come Monday,
Tuesday or Thursday to include a
30 minute tour of the ground floor
of the house (additional charge
for non NT members) including
the Great Hall and famous French
Dining Room.
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NEW! THE WINDRUSH COTSWOLDS
Louis Thacker looked after
thousands of our guests in the
run up to the London Olympics
as landlord of the Pilot Pub
near the Millennium Dome. We
followed him to the Mad Hatter
Hotel in Blackfriars and now
we’ve followed him to Burford
in the Cotswolds where we
begin our day at 10.30am with
morning coffee and cake.
We’re coming back for lunch
but first a panoramic coach tour
of some Cotswolds loveliness
including the Barrington’s and
Rissingtons and Stow-on-theWold. The beautiful patchwork
of fields is not as timeless as it
seems – indeed it’s probably
no more than 150 years old
– the sudden creation of the
Enclosure Acts. Picture our
ancestors, peering out over
a landscape much loved by
we modern love, fearing that
nothing will ever be the same
again. It’s not just us that fear
for the future - nothing is new.

We stop to visit picture postcard
Bourton-on-the-Water where
little foot bridges cross the
willow fringed Windrush before
returning to Louis’ lovely pub for
a lunch of Steak and Ale pie with
mash and greens or a vegetable
Wellington with new potatoes.
To round off an engaging
day out we stroll down the
gentle hill into Burford where
the magnificent High Street
sweeps down to the Windrush
through an extraordinary
and picturesque collection of
buildings including the quirky
Tolsey Museum, an early
Tudor Market House (closed
Mondays). There’s free time
to enjoy Burford and find a
spot to buy tea before we start
heading home at 4.30pm.
Adults & Seniors: £31
Available daily all year
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THE ESSEX HIGHLANDS
A popular tour in our programme
for two decades. With morning
coffee and lunch included at a
great country pub, a coach tour of
the little known Essex Highlands
in the Hundred of Uttlesford
and time for tea and a wander in
beautiful Saffron Walden, this
is the stuff that great days out
are made of.
Aim to arrive in Arkesden at
10.30am for morning refreshments
ready for our morning coach tour
that will forever dispel the notion
of Essex as a flat county. Back in
Arkesden we enjoy a tasty steak
pie lunch. Pre-booked vegetarian
and gluten free options are
available and on the day you can
choose and pay for a desserts from
the sweet trolley if desired. After
lunch there’s time to wander over
to see the brightly painted effigies
in the old church.

In the afternoon we drive past
stately Audley End on our way
to Saffron Walden named for the
saffron crocus once grown in the
surrounding fields. You can join
the Guide for a gentle town trail
before finishing a spot to settle
for tea. We’ll be heading home
at 4.30pm.
This day also works well with a
midday start for lunch followed
by a wander to see the memorials
in the village church and stretch
the legs after lunch followed by
the full and unabridged Essex
Highlands coach tour arriving in
Saffron Walden for a town trail
and time to buy tea or drinks
before heading home at 6.00pm.
Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays Jan-Nov
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THE ASHDOWN FOREST EXPLORER
This has been a best seller tour
now for nearly twenty years.
Explore the Ashdown Forest in the
company of a top notch Blue Badge
Guide. With morning coffee and
lunch included at idyllic Heaven
Farm and a cream tea and tour at
Saint Hill Manor this very popular
day out represents really good
value for money.
Meet the Guide at Heaven Farm
near Uckfield in East Sussex for
morning refreshments (included)
at 10.30am. During the morning sit
back and relax as we take a tour of
the Ashdown Forest.
The ancient forest trees were felled
for the iron industry leaving the
wild heaths and moors that we see
today. In the handsome market
town of East Grinstead we see the
longest row of mediaeval houses
in the country and hear about
Archie McIndoe’s Guinea Pig Club.
We return to Heaven Farm for
an included summer ploughman’s
lunch or choose a hot pie lunch
for the cooler months.

At Georgian Saint Hill Manor, built
for a Lord Mayor of London, there
are no roped off areas. It’s more
like being shown around with the
estate agent’s keys. A fascinating
and fun tour.
A succession of distinguished
owner’s have each added their
mark from the Maharajah of Jaipur
to the science fiction writer and
founder of Scientology. A cream tea
is served on English Rose porcelain
in the exquisite Monkey Room
before heading home at 4.30pm.
Available weekdays all year except
mid September to mid November.

Adults & Seniors: £33
Daily all year except Sept-Nov

1
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AN EAST ANGLIAN PANORAMA
Join us to explore slumbering
villages and pastoral scenes
immortalised by Constable
and Gainsborough. With
morning coffee and a two
course lunch included this
is a super day out in the valley
home of artists and weavers.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide in
Long Melford at 10.30am for
morning refreshments before our
coach tour of beautiful rolling East
Anglian landscapes dotted with
quintessentially English thatched
villages and the great cloth towns
of mediaeval Suffolk including
Clare and Cavendish - each as
pretty as a picture postcard.
Back to Long Melford for a twocourse lunch. Your folk can choose
from a selection of dishes and
desserts, including gluten free and
vegetarian options over morning
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coffee. After lunch stretch your
legs with a little free time to explore
the long high street of this engaging
Suffolk village. Long Melford has
one of the richest of the East Anglia
wool churches - there’s time to
take a look.
To round off a great day out
we visit Lavenham. Looming
above the horizon the tower of
St Peter and St Paul heralds our
arrival in this immaculately kept
town of crooked and timbered
weavers’ cottages. Enjoy a gentle
walking tour and some free time
to browse and buy afternoon
refreshments before heading
for home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available weekdays all year
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COUNTRY
NEW! MEDWAY & THE MOVIES
With visits to little known
Upnor Village and Castle and a
film locations tour at Chatham
Dockyard this entertaining guided
day offers your group something
a little bit different for 2019.
You’ll meet the Blue Badge
Guide at 10.30am for time to buy
morning refreshments after which
we are going to explore the old
seafarer’s haunt of Upnor - a sleepy
backwater next to Rochester.
The picture postcard tiny High
Street ends at riverside gate
through which we step back in
time. During Henry VIII’s reign the
Upper Medway was the principal
anchorage for the Royal Navy.
Elizabeth I built this turreted
castle to counter the Spanish
threat. One hundred years later
it was to be the Dutch who
breached the defences.
The Raid on the Medway is
described in Samuel Pepys
famous diaries of the 1660s,
and was England’s greatest

Naval defeat. We tell the cracking
tale of this forgotten battle exactly
where it happened.
Upnor Castle looks across the
Medway to Chatham Dockyard,
which built and repaired ships for
the Royal Navy for over 400 years.
After free time for lunch enjoy a
film locations tour - a fun way to
explore the unspoiled Georgian
and Victorian buildings. We tell
the Dockyard story and discover
locations from Call the Midwife
and Mr Selfridge to Downton
Abbey and cinema blockbusters
Les Misérables and Sherlock
Holmes. This isn’t the tour with the
ladies dressed up as the nurses! It’s
led by our Blue Badge Tour Guide.
Following time to buy tea you’ll be
ready to head for home at 4.45pm.
Adults: £39 & Seniors: £35
Available daily April to October

3
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THE BEAUTIFUL SURREY HILLS
A day out for groups who like to see
a lot without walking too far and
rather like to spoil themselves a bit.
Well a lot actually, including as it
does, morning coffee and pastries at
an impressive historic house and a
two-course country pub lunch with
coffee in a picture postcard village.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
Polesden Lacey at 10.30am for
morning coffee and pastries
(included). This was the home
of one of Edwardian Britain’s
richest society hostesses, a friend
to monarchs, maharajas and
millionaires but also a woman
described as a “fat slug filled
with venom”!
During the morning we’ll take a
scenic drive to hear old tales of the
Surrey Hills as we wend our way to
the picture postcard village of Shere
for lunch. Visit the church to hear
the story of the young girl who lived
bricked up in a cell in the chancel
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wall. Enjoy browsing this timeless
village where the Tilling Bourne
bubbles through the centre and
every building is of great age and
interest. A two-course lunch with
coffee is included at an ancient pub
in the heart of the village.
In the afternoon we sweep through
more beautiful landscapes as we
head towards one of the best views
in England. Box Hill has a whole cast
of characters from TV pioneer John
Logie Baird to the eccentric Major
who was buried upside down.
We’ll drop back down to Bocketts
Farm Park for time to buy tea
before heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Mon to Thurs all year

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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GUILDFORD & WATT’S ARTISTS VILLAGE
In the company of a friendly and
informative Blue Badge Guide you’ll
explore the beautiful county town
of Guildford and its remarkable
modern Cathedral and visit Watts
Gallery - Artists’ Village - a unique
Arts & Crafts gem nestled in the
Surrey Hills.
We start at 10.30am with time
to buy refreshments in Guildford
Cathedral Refectory before a
short tour of this striking modern
building. Next a town trail of
Surrey’s county town. Dickens
thought Guildford High Street to
be the most beautiful in England.
There’s plenty of choice to buy
a lunch locally today.
I had no idea that here in Surrey, there
was a collection of such richness and
a story of such depth.
Penelope Keith CBE DL

by his doctors to avoid the London
smog he had an Arts & Crafts house
built in the Surrey village of Compton
as his winter home.
Watts and his artist wife Mary
established an artistic community
creating local employment through
the preservation of traditional craft
skills. Watts Chapel is an Arts &
Crafts masterpiece - a unique blend
of Art Nouveau, Celtic, Romanesque
and Egyptian influence. After Watts’
death, Mary Watts constructed
the Watts Gallery to display her
husband’s artworks. We visit house,
chapel and gallery today.
We’ll gather together for tea & cake
(included for max 40 people) before
making tracks for home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Tues to Sat all year

The Victorian artist GF Watts was
a member of the Holland Park set
alongside Lord Leighton. Advised
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NEW! COLCHESTER & THE NIGHTINGALES
We offer trips to Colchester & the
wild beauty of Fingringhoe Wick
on the River Colne throughout the
year - it’s a good winter warmer with
waders - the birds not the boots!
But come in April and May 2019
and up to 40 nightingales will
be singing their hearts out at
Fingringhoe - and that’s a really
rare treat nowadays.
We begin with time to buy
morning refreshments at 10.30am
before exploring the very heart
of Colchester. Your expert and
friendly Blue Badge Tour Guide will
show you the Norman castle built
by William the Conqueror on the
site of a vast Roman temple that
was destroyed by Queen Boudicca
and we’ll look out towards the old
harbour on the River Colne that
first attracted the Romans here. We
also see something of the future in
the extraordinary shape of Firstsite
gallery where modern art meets
Roman Mosaic and a grand painting
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shows Elizabeth I’s physician who
lived in the town. Do your own
thing for lunch or add a group
two course lunch with coffee.
We devote the afternoon to
Fingringhoe Wick on the magical
Colne Estuary where, bucking the
national trend, singing nightingales
return year after year and belt out
their distinctive and spectacular
song all day long! The tour guide
will make sure you are in the right
place to hear the nightingales. But
beyond that it is entirely up to you.
There’s a visitor centre with cafe so
you can stay put and watch the wild
world go by or take a short or longer
walk to some of the hides.
We’ll head home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £34
Available weekdays in April & May
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GARDENS

new!
FROM THE DEVIL TO
THE DEEP BLUE SEA

Adults & Seniors: £35
Available weekdays all year.
Enjoy the Grand Hotel Behind
the Scenes Tour when you stay
with us at the 4* Best Western
Plus Burlington Hotel, which is
next door to the Grand.
We have Kent holidays based
in Folkestone at all times of
the year, including The Kentish
& Cockney Christmas - our
entertaining and sociable break
for groups who shudder at the
very idea of Turkey & Tinsel.

1

40

25 miles

Day Trips

For centuries it was traditional to
blame great big bits of geology on
the Devil. We savour the remarkable
views from the Devil’s Kneading
Trough and take a scenic drive
across the Kent Downs to the sea
at Folkestone. A sociable 2-course
lunch with coffee is followed by a
Behind the Scenes Tour at the stately
old Grand Hotel. That’s the quirky
Edwardian hotel on the Leas, not
the run down hotel in the harbour.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am at the excellent Dobbies on
the M20 at Ashford to buy morning
refreshments. A short drive through
handsome Wye, takes us up onto the
Downs, to the dramatic viewpoint
often described as Kent’s top beauty
spot. You only need take a few steps
on the level to experience the drama
of this great grassy bowl created
in the last ice age when torrents of
meltwater cascaded down the chalky
slopes. You look out over the flat
Kentish Weald to Romney Marsh
and as far as the English Channel.
The chalk wildflower grassland
is brimming with orchids and
butterflies in the summer.
High in the coach we’ll sweep
over the Kent Downs, through an
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Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
This morning is a real reminder that
days out don’t need to be all about
a ticket to go in anywhere when you
can enjoy the glory of the English
countryside with someone who
knows all the backways and stories.
We arrive at the Grand Hotel on the
Folkestone Leas for a 2-course lunch
with coffee. Much loved locally,
think faded Downton Abbey
crossed with Half a Sixpence and
Mary Poppins, and all with a view
of the English Channel. Built in
1899 this was a very innovative
building as we discover on the
fascinating Behind the Scenes Tour.
Never a traditional hotel but rather
Gentlemen’s Chambers The Grand
became very fashionable when King
Edward VII took the first dance in
new ballroom. The second dance he
took with his mistress. The stories
keep on coming – from the Belgian
Royal family in exile during the Great
War to Agatha Christie staying here
while writing Murder on the Orient
Express. At the end of the tour tea
and biscuits is served back in the
Palm Court to see you on your way
home at 4.45pm.
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THE COAST
THE SUFFOLK COASTAL TOUR
Explore the Suffolk Coast with
visits to Southwold and Aldeburgh
and enjoy a fish & chip lunch at
the famous Flora Tea Rooms on
Dunwich beach.
Meet the Blue Badge Tour Guide
at 10.30am in Woodbridge, just
above Ipswich, to buy morning
coffee. In Aldeburgh the Moot Hall,
once in the centre of the town,
now teeters on the water’s edge.
We see where the fishermen still
sell their catch on the beach and
marvel at the controversial Maggi
Hambling scallop sculpture.
On to Dunwich for lunch. The
town has already been claimed
by the sea but the brilliant Flora
Tea Rooms survive. In addition to
a choice of fish served with chips
there’s a slice of bread plus
a dessert and a cup of tea or coffee,
all included in the tour fee.

In the afternoon we continue
along the coast. Thorpeness is an
eccentric puzzle of mock Tudor
houses and the quirky “House
in the Clouds”. In the elegant
little Edwardian resort town of
Southwold. Old cottages of great
charm cluster around the gleaming
white lighthouse and candy
coloured beach huts line the shore.
Join the guide to explore possibly
the finest mediaeval church in
England - the home of “Southwold
Jack”. The day ends with free time
to enjoy this jolly seaside town and
pick a spot for tea before heading
for home at 4.45pm but there’s
nothing to stop you adding an
hour to your time here if you want.
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available daily April to October

1

45 miles

A SUFFOLK SYMPHONY
Explore the life and work of
Benjamin Britten with visits to
the coastal town of Aldeburgh,
Snape Maltings and Britten’s
beloved Red House. This is a
good stand alone day or follow
up to our popular Suffolk
Coastal Tour.
We’ll begin at Snape Maltings
at 10.30am for morning coffee
and cake (included). Here in the
1960s Britten and his partner
the tenor Peter Pears created
one of the world’s finest concert
halls against a breathtaking
natural backdrop of reeds,
marshes, sea and big, big skies.
Whenever possible we visit the
concert hall - the very heart of
the annual Aldeburgh Festival.
At Aldeburgh pastel-coloured
Victorian holiday villas line the
promenade and fishermen still
sell their daily catch from huts
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on the pebbled beach. Two art
works commemorate Britten:
Maggi Hambling’s twelve foot
tall scallop on the beach and the
John Piper window in the church
where the two men are buried.
In the afternoon we visit
Britten’s Red House. See the
studio created from a hayloft
where he wrote the War
Requiem and the elegant library
housed in an old barn. You
could even tap a croquet ball or
two in the gardens before we
come together for a cup of tea
(included) getting us ready to
start the drive home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £31
Weekdays (not June & August)
Maximum 48 people
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the coast & GARDENS
SUSSEX COASTAL CURIOS
This day is both entertaining and
easy on the feet with the added
attraction of sitting together for
morning coffee and a chicken
lunch included in the tour fee.
Meet at 10.30am in Bramber
(near Steyning on the A283)
for morning refreshments.
Many of the old cottages in
Bramber were built with flint
pilfered from the ruins of the
Norman Castle. This is one of
the prettiest villages in West
Sussex so you’ll be pleased to
know we return here for lunch.
We begin our day by visiting an
architectural masterpiece the
soaring Gothic chapel of Lancing
College – truly magnificent. The
chapel is the spiritual heart of
the boarding school attended by
Evelyn Waugh, Tom Sharpe and
Sir Tim Rice.
We return to beautiful Bramber
for a lunch of seasonal chicken
with potatoes and vegetables or
a veggie alternative. We’ll leave

folk to treat themselves to a
dessert if they want on the day.
In genteel Goring we find a
quite astonishing ceiling at the
Catholic church. A Local artist and
parishioner has created a unique
reproduction of Michelangelo’s
Sistine Chapel. This labour of love
and faith took five years of neck
ache and painting through the
night. This must be one of
the most unusual churches
you’ll ever visit. Last but not
least we drive to the seaside at
Worthing for a walk along the
front and time to buy a cuppa
to round off a day out, off the
beaten track. You’ll be all set
to head home by 4.45pm unless
you fancy stopping a bit longer.

Adults & Seniors: £29
Available weekdays all year

1
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THE SUSSEX COASTAL ART TRAIL
Join us for a cultural adventure on
the Sussex Coast with visits to The
Towner Art Gallery at Eastbourne,
the De La Warr Pavilion at Bexhillon-Sea and the award winning
Jerwood Art Gallery at Hastings.
We meet in Eastbourne at
10.30am for morning coffee
included before delving into the
Towner Collection of modern
British art. From a bequest of
Victorian paintings it grew with
acquisitions of Sussex landscapes.
and today features 20th century
British artists including Edward
Bawden, and Eric Ravilious. Spend
some time with the guide and a
little on your own exploring the
collection before we move on.
We’ll follow the coast to Bexhill for
time to buy lunch in and around
the De La Warr Pavilion. The
cultural rebirth of the Sussex coast
began right here in the 1930s with
this modernist building. Take to the
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roof for views along the coast to
Beachy Head.
Next via St Leonards where the
grand regency buildings are
emerging from years of decline
to form the backdrop to an influx
of artsy types creating a sort of
Portobello-on-Sea. In Hastings we
visit the Old Town and the Stade
fishing beach with cartoonishly tall
black fishing net sheds and visit
the seafront Jerwood Gallery.
The gallery focuses on great
British art created between
the First World War and the
1960s and includes Sir Stanley
Spencer, Walter Sickert and Maggi
Hambling. Time to buy tea before
heading home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £27
Available Tues-Sun all year
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the coast & GARDENS
SUSSEX & THE PRAIRIE GARDEN
Visit the Upper Adur Valley in
West Sussex - dotted with pretty
villages and beautiful views. You
can opt for free time to do your
own thing for lunch in lovely
Steyning or add a carvery lunch in
beautiful Bramber. In the afternoon
we visit one of England’s most
glorious gardens and round off
a memorable day out with tea
and home made cake.
Meet our guide near Horsham,
at 10.30am to buy morning coffee.
The River Adur flows from Henfield
to the sea at Shoreham. The river
was once busy with sea-going
ships mooring at the inland ports
of Bramber and Steyning. Our
entertaining and scenic coach
tour including Jonathan Creek’s
windmill ends with free time for
lunch in lovely Steyning or you can
add a carvery lunch for your group.
In the afternoon we’re off to the
unique Sussex Prairie Garden
- a joyful kingdom cradled by
the rolling South Downs. Huge,
dazzling beds are choc full with

romantic clouds of boldly coloured
perennials and tall plants form
great swathes of colour. This
joyful kingdom sits in an eight
acre grassy field cradled by the
rolling South Downs. Look up
from inside this natural bowl and,
above a ring of mature oaks, you
can see an Iron Age Fort known
as the Chanctonbury Ring.
After an introduction with the
owner you can wander through
this wonderland. Not only are
there no Keep off the Grass signs
there are actually little paths
encouraging to walk into and
through the borders! There’s local
art on show in the cosy barn and
a nursery full of tempting things.
Tea and delicious home-made cake
is included and you’ll be ready to
head home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available Mon-Wed June-Oct
To add lunch pick a weekday
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APPLES & OYSTERS
We visit the little known gem that
is Faversham, a market town set
among the Kent apple orchards
and the seaside at Whitstable
famous for oysters. The day
includes morning coffee and
lunch in a great pub.
Meet the Guide at 10.30am
in Faversham for morning
refreshments (included) before
exploring the town on a gentle
stroll to see some of the 475 listed
buildings. This is one of the most
attractive and historic small towns
in Kent and one of the few places
outside of London where a king
and his queen were buried.
We discover the finest mediaeval
street in England, an old-world
chemist with mortar & pestle shop
sign and the Art Deco cinema. Back
to the pub for a lunch of farmhouse
ham, egg & chips or vegetarian
option - individuals can sort
themselves out for desserts and
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bar drinks as desired on the day.
Whitstable has picture postcard
weatherboard cottages and streets
with eccentric names, such as
Squeeze Gut Alley. The harbour,
flanked by fishermen’s huts and
sail lofts was built to serve the
“Crab & Winkle Line” linking
Canterbury and London off the
steam ships. Tradition has it that
Julius Caesar came to Britain
to enjoy the Whitstable native
oysters already famous 2000
years ago!
If you’re not game for oysters you
can always settle for a cup of tea
before heading home at 4.45pm
with lungs full of sea air.

Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays all year

1
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the coast & GARDENS
JOHN CONSTABLE’S STOUR VALLEY
John Constable was born,
lived and painted in East Bergholt
and his father owned nearby
Flatford Mill. The garden at East
Bergholt Place has been called
the Cornish garden in Suffolk.
The tour fee includes morning
coffee and lunch at a fine
country pub and a top notch
Blue Badge tour guide.
Meet the guide at 10.30am
in East Bergholt, for morning
refreshments. We’ll come back
for lunch but first a short transfer
to Flatford Mill. Of the wide
meadows of the Stour Valley
Constable said “I love every
stile and stump, and every lane”.
Flatford has changed little in 200
years ago – save for the lost elms.
Back in East Bergholt a roast beef
or vegetarian nut roast lunch is
served. Group members can treat
themselves to desserts if they
fancy one on the day.
The garden and arboretum at
East Bergholt Place enjoys a mild
woodland microclimate. Laid out

100 years ago by a subscriber to
the plant hunting expeditions of
the Scottish Indiana Jones George
Forrest, the 20 acre garden
remains in the same family. Early
Spring displays of snowdrops,
magnolias, rhododendrons and
camellias are followed by the
fritillary and wild flower meadow.
Come summer the rambling
roses and hydrangeas come into
their own. Through all seasons
the unusual shrubs and topiary
yew hedges are impressive and
in Autumn the garden looks
spectacular. There’s an excellent
specialist plant centre in the
Victorian walled garden and a
cafe to buy a cuppa before making
tracks for home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £34
Available weekdays
April to September
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CREEKS, COCKLES & COCKNEYS
This day starts on a lonely hilltop
looking out over Hadleigh Castle
and the Thames Estuary, includes
a coach tour of an unexplored area
of Essex, a two-course lunch with
coffee in a 3* seaside hotel, free
time in Southend and a visit to
picturesque old Leigh-on-Sea.
Meet the Blue Badge guide at
10.30am for coffee & a muffin
(included) at Hadleigh Farm just
outside Southend. The café sits
on top of a hill with views of the
romantic ruins of Hadleigh Castle
set against the dramatic backdrop
of the Thames Estuary.
A morning coach tour explores
a landscape of lonely creeks,
wide horizons, wildfowl, marsh
farmers and oystermen. At ancient
Canewdon we hear of legendary
witches before we meet the sea
and sweep along the Thames
Estuary back into Southend.
This is the seaside to generations
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of Londoners. A two course lunch
with coffee is served at the Palace
Hotel looking out to sea. After
lunch there’s an hour of free
time to enjoy Southend.
Old Leigh-on-Sea was once a
thriving fishing and smuggling
village. Leigh fishermen became
Dunkirk heroes and today keep
alive Leigh’s reputation as the
centre of the world cockling trade.
There’s an old-world charm here
with cockle boats and cockle
sheds, sailors’ inns and clapboard
cottages. Sample the traditional
cockney tea time treat or buy
a simple cup of tea before heading
home at 4.30pm.
Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Monday to Thursday
from April to October

2
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the coast & GARDENS
BETH CHATTO & THE HA’PENNY PIER
This day is a real tonic. We visit
the beautiful estuary of The
Stour, where Essex meets Suffolk,
journeying from England’s smallest
town to the sea by the Ha’Penny
Pier in Old Harwich. In the
afternoon we examine the seaside
heritage of Essex en route to
The Beth Chatto Gardens.
We begin at 10.30am at an old
thatched pub in beautiful East
Bergholt for morning coffee
(included) before following the
River Stour off the beaten track
The Witch Finder General Matthew
Hopkins and Margaret Thatcher
both worked in the little river port
of Manningtree. At Mistley two
grand towers are all that remains
of a Georgian scheme to turn this
sleepy backwater into a spa town.
The river flows into the sea at Old
Harwich where the street pattern is
still mediaeval and the atmosphere
seafaring. We see some fine
captains houses and a unique
treadmill crane, hearing about
Captain Christopher Jones of the

Mayflower and Lighthouse Lil,
a lady of questionable virtue!
Old Harwich is great to explore
with lots of lunch options. Crab
sandwiches on the pier anyone?
Beth Chatto was her generation’s
Gertrude Jekyll. She pioneered
“ecological gardening” -a gravel
garden, cleverly planted to
resemble a dried up river bed
and filled with drought resistant
plants has never been watered.
Elsewhere lush, leafy plants
surround four spring-fed ponds
beneath a backdrop of ancient
oaks and ornamental trees.
There is a nursery on site for the
green fingered and a tea house
to round off a great day out.
We’ll aim to have you on the
coach heading home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors: £28
Weekdays March to October

2

40 miles

THE OLD KENT COAST
Broadstairs and Deal are survivors
of a bygone age. The Secret
Gardens of Sandwich are one of
Monty Don’s top ten gardens.
Aim to arrive on the cliffs above
Broadstairs for morning coffee
and a muffin at 10.30/45am.
Broadstairs was a favourite
summer resort of Charles Dickens.
Douglas Fairbanks Junior and
Mary Pickford honeymooned
here and Edward Heath sang in
the church choir. The town still
maintains its air of gentility.
Enjoy some fresh seafood and
visit a classic Broadstairs Italian
ice cream parlour or bring a
packed lunch and a small towel
for a picnic and a paddle.
In the afternoon we drive via
Ramsgate (which could do with
a little loving) to the mediaeval
town of Sandwich (which is much
loved). Compact, flat and divided
into a series of “rooms” the Secret
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Gardens of Sandwich are ideal
for an hour’s browse. Lutyens
and Jekyll broke free from the
highly formal Victorian garden and
created the English County Garden
style. Brick paths and herbaceous
borders are planted with lilies,
lupins and lavenders.
We continue just a little further
along the coast to Deal for tea. For
many Deal is the prettiest seaside
town in Kent; its attractive mix
of unspoilt seafront, delightful
conservation area and small fishing
fleet certainly make it one of the
gems of the Old Kent Coast.
Our day finishes here at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors: £28
Available weekdays all year

2
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new! GARDEN
Buckets & spades

Adults & Seniors: £35
Includes morning coffee,
garden admission with owner’s
introductions and cream tea, top
notch Blue Badge Guide and a
Jaywick Martello Tower donation.
Available Wednesday to Saturday
April to September

1
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Explore the social history of the
Great British Seaside and visit
an Essex hidden garden to meet
the owner and enjoy a cream tea.
Meet the Guide at 10.30am just
north of Colchester for morning
coffee (included). We trace the
story of the Essex Sunshine Coast
from the wonky mediaeval buildings
of the Tendring Peninsula at a time
of traditional ship building and
seafaring to the heyday of the
Great British Seaside and beyond.
Social campaigners like William
Morris talked up a trend for the
poor to move to the coast to find
liberation from city squalor.
Property developer Frank Stedman’s
motive was more money than
altruism when he sold £50 plots on
the salt marsh fields of Jaywick in
the 1920s for East Enders to build
holiday chalets. Driven by post war
housing shortages, gradually these
flimsy chalets became permanent
homes and they are still lived in
today. We visit Jaywick Martello
Tower to see how a community art
project aims to help banish the bleak.
Trips to the seaside began with piers.
Today we use piers to walk out to
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sea but for Victorian Londoners the
pier was where your steamer landed
and you walked ashore. Planned as
a high class resort, as soon as the
pier was built, Clacton was claimed
by the people. It reached peak
popularity in the late 50s before
the inexorable rise of the cheap
Spanish holiday emptied the hotels.
We drive through Clacton and its
neighbour Frinton, where the golf
course and no pier combined with
tree-lined avenues sweeping down
to an elegant Esplanade and cliff-top
greensward has always led Frinton
to think highly of itself. We stop for
free time for lunch by the seaside
at Walton on Naze which teeters
on the cusp of gentrification.
In 1987 the hurricane uprooted
20 acres of woodland leaving a
land island where, in recovery from
serious illness, plantswoman Fiona
Edmond created a little piece of
heaven which she called Green
Island Gardens. We meet Fiona and
visit the Japanese, water and seaside
gardens before enjoying a cream tea
which is included. You’ll be heading
home at 4.45pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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After ten years of touring the Royal
Landscape we can now take you
into areas of Windsor Great Park
normally reserved for the Royal
Family’s private use, where Her
Majesty rides and HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh takes his carriage for a
spin. We visit Windsor Farm Shop,
have free time for lunch in Windsor
and enjoy The Savill Garden.
Meet at 10.30am to buy coffee at
Windsor Farm Shop. HM is still a
tenant farmer on the Royal Estate
with 200 Jersey milking cows, a
pedigree Sussex beef herd, 140
breeding sows, 1500 Lohmann
Brown hens and 1000 acres of arable
land. The initiative of Prince Philip
and tucked inside Home Park, Mrs
Windsor’s shop is very popular with
her well heeded neighbours – as you
will see from the Jaguars, Rollers
and Daimlers in the car park!
Your Blue Badge Guide today, a
Windsor specialist who has built
a working relationship with the
Crown Estate over many years will
take you on a coach panorama of the
Royal Landscape - a thousand acres
of gardens, lakes and woodlands.
Each century has left its own
distinctive mark from William the
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Conqueror’s hunting ground to
Runnymede where King John met
the barons and the Golden Gates
at Royal Ascot through which Her
Majesty sweeps in her carriage.
Meet some remarkable trees and
enjoy views of the castle en route
to Windsor for free time lunch in the
old town beneath the castle walls. In
the afternoon with a member of the
Crown Estate we enjoy an exclusive
tour of parts of Windsor Great Park
not normally accessible by coach.
You’ll see The Village where Crown
Estate staff live and the Royal School
built for their children. We take in the
Guards Polo Club and the Coronation
Groves and savour one of the best
views in the Kingdom – the Long
Walk from the Copper Horse.
The tour finishes at Savill Garden,
one of Britain’s greatest ornamental
gardens. Our gentle guided tour,
will highlight special details.
Huge herbaceous borders towering
ten feet tall are simply astonishing
and the Rose Garden has matured
spectacularly. There will be time
to buy refreshments in the striking
visitor centre before heading home
today at 5.30pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

NEW! Garden
The Royal
LANDSCAPE
HERITAGE TOUR
Adults & Seniors: £35
Available Tues to Thurs from
April to the end of September.
Due to Crown Estate terms and
conditions the minimum group size
for this tour is 35 people. The City
& Village Tours normal minimum
group size for guided day trips is
30 people.
The number 1 is the walking
content - 400m metres (440 yards)
spread across the day.

1
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GARDENS

new!
COTsWOLDS
JEWELS

Adults & Seniors: £28
Available Mon to Weds
May to September
Sezincote House & Gardens the Indian Palace on a
Cotswold Hill as seen on
BBC’s Gardeners’ World

Day Trip prices are based on
a minimum 30 people with a
free place at the 40th place.

1
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Today, in the company of a top
notch Blue Badge Guide, we explore
beautiful landscapes and visit an
Indian Palace on a Cotswold Hill.
We begin at 10.30am for time to
buy morning refreshments in
Moreton-in-Marsh at the head of
the Evonlode Valley. This thriving
market town has a 1000 year history
going back to Saxon times. Come
on a Tuesday morning and enjoy
the vibe of the largest market in the
Cotswolds. The expert Blue Badge
Guide will show you some of the
highlights of this handsome town
and share some of its stories.
Then we’re off by coach to explore
some very beautiful landscapes,
taking in Stow-on-the-Wold, where
the wind can indeed blow cold
and Capability Brown’s dramatic
Broadway Tower set on a beacon
hill just off an ancient trading route.
Broadway is the Jewel of the
Cotswolds with an absolute
chocolate box of a High Street
lined with horse chestnut trees
and a mixture of period houses
and picturesque honey coloured
stone cottages. Victorian artists
and writers were drawn here and
those seekers of beauty the Arts
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and Crafts movement made homes
in the area. There is a good choice of
places to buy lunch and some great
mooching to be had.
Nothing quite prepares you for
Sezincote. Winding through mighty
oaks lining a long drive we see a
weathered-copper onion dome
straight out of India atop a beautiful
house in the honey coloured stone
of the Cotswolds. It was built for
Samuel Pepys’ grandson - a Nabob
of the East India Company. A curving
orangery unfurls above a Repton
landscape where gurgling water
tumbles into the Island Pool in
the valley bottom, before joining
the River Evenlode below.
Sezincote wowed the Prince Regent
thus inspiring the Brighton Pavilion
and it is now attracting lots of
visitors having wowed viewers
of BBC Gardeners’ World. You’ll
be taken on a tour of the house
(beautiful Regency interiors, lovely
and light and not overly long –
heavenly!) and have time to explore
the gardens. We’ll stop nearby to
buy a cuppa before heading home
by 5.00pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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COUNTRY HOUSES
THE ROMANTIC COTSWOLDS & CHAVENAGE
Painswick is the Queen of the
Cotswolds. Malmesbury is The
Queen of Hilltop Towns. Come from
North of Chavenage (M5, A40) and
we will begin with morning coffee
in Painswick followed by a coach
tour of the Gloucestershire Golden
Valleys. Come from the South (M4)
and we’ll begin with morning
coffee in Malmesbury followed by
a gentle trail through the honey
stoned streets and quaint tumble of
old shops and inns of Malmesbury
to visit the imposing and beautiful
seventh-century abbey.

manor, appearing in Poldark,
Agatha Christie’s Poirot, Wolf Hall
and Lark Rise to Candleford.
You’ll love the tour led by the
octogenarian owner or another
member of this friendly and
welcoming family. A potted history
is laced with personal anecdotes and
lots of humour. This really is one of
the quirkiest and most enjoyable
manor house tours in the country.
The afternoon concludes
with a cream tea served in the
ballroom before we make tracks for
home at 4.45pm.

Whichever morning you enjoy please
aim to arrive for morning coffee at
10.30am. We will arrive in well-to-do
Tetbury for free time for lunch.
Only two families have owned
Chavenage House - a wonderful
Elizabethan manor of mellow
Cotswold stone. Steeped in history
and ghostly legend, Cromwell and
his general stayed here. Chavenage
House is the BBC’s go-to country

Adults & Seniors: £32
Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri all year

1
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SYON HOUSE & LONDON’S ARCADIA
The Duke of Northumberland’s
Syon House is London’s only
surviving ducal residence.
Richmond has long been a
favourite retreat of royalty, the
rich and the famous. We also
explore London’s Arcadia.
developed in Georgian times.

palaces, gardens and parks linked
by a series of avenues are set
within a framework of meadows
and woodland. Our Arcadian
coach tour includes the only view
in the UK protected by an Act of
Parliament and Noël Coward’s
childhood home

Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
Richmond Green at 10.30am to
buy morning coffee. The gateway
to a Tudor Palace remains on
the Green once the scene of
tournaments and pageants. Our
gentle stroll through streets of
elegant period houses captures
the timeless charm of this elegant
Thames side town. It’s a great
place for lunch and with plenty
of pubs and cafés.

The grand Adam’s interiors at
Syon House resembles the
Imperial Rome of a Hollywood
epic. The vivid Red Drawing Room
displays an incredible painted
ceiling and the 136ft Long Gallery
is breathtaking with a spectacular
view over the last tidal watermeadow on the River Thames.
There’s a café next to the house
for tea before heading home
at 4.45pm.

During the 18th century, an
Arcadia or “idyllic pastoral
landscape” was created along the
Thames to the West of London.
Magnificent Royal and aristocratic

Adults: £29 Seniors: £28
Wed, Thurs & Sun May to Oct

0208 692 1133
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CRUISE
THE WYE VALLEY
& THE ROYAL
FOREST OF DEAN
Adults & Seniors: £29
Available Monday to Saturday
May to October
Day Trip prices are based on
a minimum 30 people with a
free place at the 40th place.

1
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The beautiful Wye Valley is Border
Country, fought over for centuries by
the English and the Welsh. The great
primeval Royal Forest of Dean is a
fairy tale Queen of Forests where
witches live, miners are free and
sheep have badgers. With wonderful
scenery all day, a River Wye Cruise
and tea and homemade shortbread
included in the tour fee this is a great
day for groups who like to see a lot
without walking too far.
Our guide hops on your coach at
the Severn Bridge to drive into the
forest to buy morning refreshments
at 10.30am. The Forest of Dean is
full of myth legend and tradition.
Verderers first introduced by King
Canute to guard the ‘vert’ and the
‘venison’ are still appointed on a
salary of a doe and a buck a year.
They can still impose the death
penalty for poaching but it must
be carried out on a gibbet long
since mislaid so that’s that for
the hangings!
For lunch we visit historic
Monmouth in the heart of the Wye
Valley, the birthplace of Henry
V - the one with the pudding bowl
haircut. Monmouth’s ancient
fortified stone bridge was hopeless
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as a defence since enemies need only
roll up their trouser legs and wade
across the river but it’s a thing of
beauty and a pleasant spot to settle
for a bit of otter-spotting. Market
days in Monmouth are Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays.
For the afternoon we’re out on
the water at Symonds Yat to fully
appreciate the beauty of the Wye
Valley. On the attractive all-weather
barge we’ll wind our way through
the picturesque gorge and village.
See if you can spot the peregrine
falcons, kestrels and buzzards on the
limestone cliffs towering above the
boat. After an hour on the water we
return ashore for a peek at a lovely
old church named for the saint said
to have crowned the legendary King
Arthur before retiring for a cream
tea (included in the tour fee) at a
nearby hotel. The day ends here at
4.45pm. We’ll take a direct but scenic
route back to the Severn Bridge,
passing the romantic ruins of
Tintern Abbey.
It’s a five-minute flat walk (approx
300 yards) to the boat and back. For
very poor walkers we can arrange car
transfers at no extra charge to access
the boat if notified in advance.

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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We begin and end in beautiful
Abingdon-on-Thames where the
mediaeval buildings drip down into
the water. With a gentle walk, a little
bit on the coach and a two-hour
country cruise this tour is a real
crowd-pleaser.
Please meet our Blue Badge Guide
at 10.30am in the heart of Abingdon,
5 miles south of Oxford. There are
cafés on the open Market Place where
you can buy morning refreshments.
Abingdon has a good claim to be one
of our oldest towns with folk living
by the river since the Bronze Age.
With 200 listed buildings and a wealth
of local stories flat and compact
Abingdon is ideal for a gentle trail.
We weave our way through the ghosts
of the old Abbey, run with all the brutal
efficiency of a modern profit hungry
corporation. We see the little church
by the gate that the monks built for the
peasants and enjoy rare access to some
of the mediaeval buildings by the river
left behind when Henry VIII’s men
dismantled the Abbey. Inside is
a small theatre created at the time of
the coronation of our present Queen.
After free time in the centre of town
for lunch a short countryside drive
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takes us to the Folly Bridge on the
edge of Oxford to board an Edwardian
cruiser with an all weather cabin and
a glorious open deck. A very pleasant
two-hour cruise downstream past
Christ Church Meadows takes us
through the beautiful Iffley Lock and
out past Rose Island into beautiful
open countryside. We negotiate the
deepest lock on the non-tidal Thames
and pass magnificent Nuneham House
built for the Harcourt family and saved
Downton style by marriage to an
American heiress.
Buy a cake in Abingdon to bring on
board and enjoy with a cup of tea
(although there are cold drinks and bar
drinks if you prefer) before we moor
up by the curiously octagonal Old Gaol
back in Abingdon where the coach will
be ready to take you home at 4.45pm.
Jam Buster Option
Arrive in Abingdon at 11.45am ready
for an early lunch at midday. Then
enjoy the town trail and visit the
Abbey buildings. We pause for a cuppa
before boarding the boat in Abingdon
at 4.45pm reaching Oxford at 6.30pm.
Jam Busters are not abridged - we
don’t cut anything from the tour.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

BEST SELLER
abingdon & The
COUNTRY CRUISE

For members who can’t
climb the Abbey steps
there is a pretty little
riverside garden to enjoy.

Adults & Seniors £30
Available daily April-October

2
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CRUISES
A TALE OF TWO RIVERS
Tidal rivers are magical places.
At low tide meandering streams
cross shining mudflats. At high
tide vast expanses of water reflect
the changing light of wide skies.
We visit two of the most beautiful
tidal rivers in East Anglia beginning
with time to buy morning coffee at
a farm overlooking the River Orwell
and mix sightseeing from the coach
and a visit to the ancient heart of
Ipswich with an afternoon tea
cruise on the Deben.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am at The Suffolk Food Hall,
not far from Ipswich, on a working
farm with breathtaking views over
the River Orwell. Once famous
for the Suffolk Trinity of pedigree
Punch horses, Suffolk sheep and
Red Poll cattle, today the farm is
a showcase for local foods. We
start the day with coffee and a
pastry included in the tour fee.
A drive across the Orwell Bridge
takes us to one of our oldest towns.
The Saxon port of Ipswich was part

of Kingdom of East Anglia, whose
7th century King was probably the
man laid to rest at Sutton Hoo.
In a ten-minute flat walk we’ll
show you some Ipswich gems
including the incredible cake-icing
exterior of the Ancient House on
the Buttermarket before breaking
for free time for lunch.
In the afternoon sit back and enjoy
a ninety-minute cruise on the River
Deben. The tidal estuary is one of
the most scenic spots on the East
coast in area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. Our on board
commentary will tell of its rich
wildlife and history. Tea and cake
is included. We return to the quay
where your coach will be waiting
to head home by 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors £35
Daily from May to October
1.5

20 miles

THE ROYAL RIVER EXPLORER
In the morning an Eton walking
tour or Thames Villages coach
tour. In the afternoon a cruise from
Windsor past the homes of the rich
and famous on the Maidenhead
Millionaires’ Row to Boulters Lock.
We begin in Dorney at 10.30am to
buy morning refreshments in the
walled kitchen garden of the manor
house. We’ll visit Dorney Lake, built
for Eton College and used in the
2012 Olympics or the little gem of
a church popular with the country,
where Kate Middleton’s parents tied
the knot. Then a walking tour of Eton
from the College to the riverside.
Look out for the school boarding
houses, signs for Dames, the oldfashioned outfitters where boys
are kitted out in Eton dress and,
of course, the boys themselves.
For less walking choose the Thames
Villages coach tour which will take
in Eton, Old Windsor and Datchet as
well as stopping at the Windsor Farm
Shop. Both options end in Windsor to
buy lunch.
In the afternoon sit back and relax
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to enjoy just under two hours of
Thames cruise scenes as we head
upriver from Windsor, past the island
racecourse and through Boveney &
Bray Locks. Hear about the turncoat
Vicar of Bray and see striking looking
Gothic mansion with manicured
lawns featured in Hammer House of
Horror films. Maidenhead is where
the Edwardian Bright Young Things
came to mess about in boats.
There’s a bar on board serving teas
and coffees or a nice glass of wine
or gin and tonic for a sunny summer
afternoon. We arrive at Boulters
Lock at 4.00pm and having had the
opportunity to enjoy a cuppa on
board you can steal a march on the
traffic and head home well ahead
of the local rush hour.

Adults & Seniors £26
Daily April-September

1-2
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CRUISES
WILLIAM MORRIS, EPPING FOREST & THE CREAM TEA CRUISE
Arts & Crafts man William Morris
was born in the Lee Valley village
of Walthamstow just above the
City and just below Epping Forest.
An award winning gallery dedicated
to his life and work is now housed
in his splendid Georgian Manor
house home.
Arrive at 10.30am to buy morning
refreshments. Our Blue Badge
Guide will give you a good insight
into the man before we follow the
trail through the beautiful rooms
that illustrate his many talents
and interests from wallpaper and
furniture to book publishing and
politicking. There’s enough detail
to satisfy Morris enthusiasts and
enough variety and exceptional
items (the Utrecht Velvet used
on the Titanic springs to mind) to
appeal to the more casual visitor.

old market town of Epping for free
time to buy lunch.
Then it is on to Broxbourne in the
Lee Valley Park for the 90-minute
cruise with a cream tea served on
board a comfortably appointed
broad beam boat where you are
seated around tables. Snippets of
commentary from the guide and
time to relax and watch life roll
by at 4 miles an hour makes for a
perfect afternoon.
You’ll be heading home from
Broxbourne on the A10 ,close to
Junction 25, M25 at 5.15pm.
This tour is available Wednesdays
to Fridays from March to October.

Adults & Seniors £27
Available Wed-Sun March-Oct

We head through a slip of Epping
Forest, hearing about the long
history of this ancient hunting
ground, as we head to the genteel

1
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THIS COUNTRY CALLED ENGLAND
We begin, where England began, at
Kingston-Upon-Thames with the
option of a riverside pub lunch in
handsome Thames Ditton or free
time for lunch in Windsor.
In the afternoon we cruise past
the Queen’s backyard to the
meadows at Runnymede where
you can opt to visit an intriguing
meadow artwork commissioned for
the Magna Carta anniversary.
Meet the guide at 10.30am on the
border of the ancient kingdoms of
Mercia and Wessex at KingstonUpon-Thames where the Saxon
Kings of the new united country
of England were crowned. Morning
coffee and biscuits are included and
on a little walking trail begin the
story of This Country called
England from its very earliest times.
The Saxon Coronation Stone still
stands by the Guildhall and the
ancient Clattern Bridge is a stone’s
throw from the ancient Market
Square with its impressive church.
From Kingston we take a coach tour
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following the Thames past Henry
VIII’s Hampton Court. You can add
a group lunch at a riverside pub in
handsome and affluent Thames
Ditton or we can continue on to
Windsor where you can do your
own thing before the cruise, which
departs from the bridge between
Windsor and Eton at 3.00pm.
The cruise is two-hours downriver
from Windsor past the Queen’s vast
private parklands with castle views
through Edward the Confessor’s
Old Windsor and on to the famous
meadows at Runnymede
You can buy hot and cold drinks on
board before stepping ashore at
Runnymede where you can head
for home at 4.45pm or add a visit
the life size bronze thrones in the
meadow that commemorate Magna
Carta and head home at 5.45pm.
Adults & Seniors £29
Mon, Thurs & Fri May-Sept
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CRUISES
DOWNTON ABBEY COUNTRY & THE PORT MEADOW CRUISE
Visit a farm where time stands
still, enjoy a tour of Downton
Abbey Country in the Oxfordshire
Cotswolds and cruise through the
serene and ancient landscapes
into the heart of Oxford.
You don’t have to be a Downton
fan to be thoroughly charmed by
the beautiful locations we visit.
We begin at 10.30am at Cogges
Manor Farm at Witney. After
time to buy refreshments we
explore and enjoy a short film
showing how they turned a farm,
so old that the first owner is sewn
into the Bayeux Tapestry, into
Downton’s Yew Tree Farm.
Next a tour of the beautiful
Oxfordshire Cotswolds including
a visit to the mediaeval market
town of Bampton which is
Downton Village You’ll see the
Cottage Hospital, Isobel Crawley’s
House and Mrs Patmore’s
troublesome cottage. Have free
time for lunch in Witney (market
day Thursday) or you can add a
1-course carvery for your group.

On lazy summer cruises from
Godstow to Folly Bridge Lewis
Carroll created his Adventures in
Wonderland. We sail these same
shallow broad waters through the
ancient Port Meadow and skim
beneath the lowest bridge on the
Thames. We arrive at Folly Bridge
at 4.00pm – head straight home
or buy tea and drinks at the
riverside pub bridge and make
tracks at 4.45pm.
Maximum 44 people on the boat
Add a one course carvery £12pp

Adults & Seniors £33
Available Tuesday to Friday
April, May, June & September

2
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OXFORD, THE ISIS & IFFLEY
We begin our day in the centre of
Oxford at 10.30am for morning
coffee (included) at a Morse pub.
Our gentle walking tour through
the heart of the university city
includes the beautiful courtyard of
the Bodleian Library and one of the
Oxford Colleges for a trip down
memory lane or an introduction
to the life of an Oxford student
through the ages. We break for
free time for lunch on The High or
return to the pub for a fish & chips
group lunch.
In the afternoon we cruise from
Folly Bridge along a tranquil
stretch of river past Christ Church
Meadow and the university boat
houses. Iffley lock and the village
are incredibly pretty. Sitting
atop gentle Rose Hill is one of
the most beautiful churches in
England. It’s certainly one of our
finest examples of Romanesque
architecture: unusually little
altered over the centuries.
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And, my goodness, there are some
beautiful stained glass windows
including one by the local and
neo-Romantic artist John Piper.
You can’t get to Iffley by coach
and you can only reach the Isis
farmhouse on foot or by river.
This characterful pub on the
towpath has a large garden to
watch the world go by over a cup
of tea or a G&T before taking the
boat back to Folly Bridge to head
for home at 5.45pm.
The Jam Buster version starts at
midday and heads home at 6.30pm.
Adults & Seniors £28
Add £10 for the one course
fish & chip lunch
Available daily March to October

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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CRUISES
MIDSOMER MURDERS & THE GORING GAP CRUISE
The Goring Gap is the dramatic
gorge where the mighty River
Thames chiselled its way through
the Chiltern Hills during the last
ice age. Nearby are the picturesque
villages and towns filmed as the
fictional county of Midsomer. We
visit Alfred the Great’s Wallingford
and Dorchester -a head-turning
village full of mediaeval, Tudor
and Georgian buildings before
rounding off our day out with a
cruise through the Goring Gap.
Meet the Guide in Wallingford at
10.30am for time to buy morning
refreshments before enjoying a
little local trail. This is Midsomer’s
Causton and fans will recognise
many locations. A short drive away
is Dorchester - a very small village
with a very big Abbey, which is one
of the earliest Christian sites in
England. A main course lunch
with coffee is included at a 15th
century coaching inn used in
several Midsomer episodes.

through three locks to the Goring
Gap. The magnificent scenery
around the Goring Gap is the
setting for Wind in the Willows,
Watership Down and Three Men
in a Boat. Look out for the blue
flash of kingfishers and the soaring
red kites that are thriving in the
Thames Chilterns.
We step ashore at elegant Goring,
which became fashionable in the
late 1800s when residents included
Oscar Wilde. You’ll be heading
home by 5.00pm.

Adults & Seniors £39
Available weekdays in
May, June & September
With Morning coffee
but free time for lunch
in Wallingford £32pp

At 3.00pm we board the boat at
Benson Waterfront for the sevenmile swoop beneath the Chilterns

2
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NEW! OF BISCUITS & BAYEUX
A Story of Biscuits & the Bayeux
Tapestry! Reading Abbey ruins
have reopened after 9 years and
a multi-million pound programme
of restoration. We also discover
some of the town’s treasures
including Britain’s full-size copy
of the Bayeux Tapestry. We’ll meet
our Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am
to buy coffee before exploring
the Abbey Quarter - the grounds
of the once magnificent Reading
Abbey founded by William the
Conqueror’s son Henry I.
In a beautiful Victorian Park an
impressively vast lion reminds us
of the first Afghan Wars and just
outside the gate Reading’s Victoria
Cross hero is commemorated by
a most unusual sculpture. We’ll
take a stroll along Oscar Wilde’s
Chestnut Walk, beneath shady
trees between the River Kennet
and the old walls of Reading Gaol.
After free time to buy lunch we
board an old Edwardian boat for

0208 692 1133

our two and a quarter hour cruise
from Reading downriver to Henley,
Queen of the Thames. Along the
way are breathtaking views as we
pass through beautiful Sonning.
In ‘Three Men in a Boat’, Jerome
K Jerome described Sonning as
‘the most fairy-like little nook
on the whole river’. Thirteenthcentury houses still dot Sonning’s
windy streets, indicating remnants
of it’s past mediaeval roots.
There’s a bar on board that also
sells hot drinks. The cruise finishes
in Henley where our coach will be
waiting to head home at 5.30pm.
Adults & Seniors £29
Available Tuesdays to Friday from
23rd April to 24th May and 3rd to
27th September 2019

2

info@cityandvillagetours.com

15 miles

www.cityandvillagetours.com

Day Trips

55

MATINEE EXPLORERS
Designed for the deeply retired, START WITH MIDDAY LUNCH

THE DOWNTON ABBEY MATINEE EXPLORER
Meet the Blue Badge Tour Guide
at midday for a two-course carvery
lunch with coffee near Witney.
After lunch we enjoy a coach tour
of the Downton Abbey villages
‘finishing with a visit to Yew Tree
Farm where Lady Edith’s daughter
was looked after.
We are going to take a tour of
Downton Abbey Country. From
the old Roman road we will see
sleepy little Shilton where Mr.
Bates went to work when he left
Downton Abbey and Lady Sybil
eloped with her chauffeur Tom.
Along the way we also see the
Repatriation Memorial Garden
for fallen service personnel who
are brought home via RAF Brize
Norton. Beautiful Bampton is the
filming location for Downton itself:
here we see Isobel Crawley’s house,
the Downton Cottage Hospital and
that cottage that gave Mrs Patmore
so much trouble.

Cogges Manor Farm at Witney is so
old that the first owner is pictured
on the Bayeux Tapestry! The clocks
stopped here more than a hundred
years ago and in Downton this is
Yew Tree Farm - where Lady Edith’s
secret child is raised. Watch a
short film about Downton Abbey
on location, explore the lovely old
farmhouse kitchen that appears
in the series and treat yourself to
refreshments in the café before
heading for home at 4.30pm.
Please note that this is not
Highclere Castle. It is the
outdoor Downton locations
in the Oxfordshire Cotswolds.

Adults & Seniors £37
Wednesday to Saturday all year

1
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THE HEAVENLY HIGH WEALD
This day out is built around a group
lunch at midday, two courses with
coffee, in a very fine country pub
at Benenden in Kent after which
we explore the beautiful Kent
countryside from high in the coach
and visit Cranbrook the capital of
the High Weald.
Meet the Guide in Benenden at
11.45am for lunch at midday. The
handsome old pub, in this pretty
village where Princess Anne went
to school, is very popular with the
local country set. The Georgian
courtesan Kitty Fisher was quite
possibly the first British celebrity
– famous for being famous! So
famous that she made it into a
nursery rhyme – Lucy Locket lost
her pocket, Kitty Fisher found it…
Kitty was buried in her ball gown
at Benenden church.
By coach we tour the High
Weald, a patchwork landscape of
woodland and rolling hills, little
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changed for hundreds of years.
We are heading to Cranbrook,
the Capital of the Weald. This
handsome market town is today
quite a sleepy sort of place but
there is much evidence of a
substantial past. HE Bates, who
knew Cranbrook well wrote in
The Darling Buds of May:
Cranbrook is a village giving the
impression of trying to remember
what once made it important.
We’ll do our bit to help on a little
guided tour that reveals its secrets.
Prepare to be charmed. There are
old fashioned shops, interesting
buildings and places where you can
settle to buy tea before heading
for home at 4.30pm.
Adults & Seniors £35
Monday-Saturday all year round

1
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MATINEE EXPLORERS
ENJOY ERUDITE & ENTERTAINING BUT SHORTER, GENTLER DAYS

GALLOPS & GARDENS
Begin in Newmarket at midday with
a two-course carvery lunch with
coffee in a newly refurbished racing
hotel. After lunch by coach up and
over the dramatic swoop of the
town gallops and out into handsome
countryside dominated by this sport
of kings. We stop in beautiful Bury
St Edmunds for a gentle meander in
the ancient Abbey Gardens - it’s not
a long walk at all - just far enough
for some fresh air to rekindle the
appetite for tea.
The Blue Badge Guide coach tour
includes Newmarket town centre
to see Tattersalls, Europe’s leading
bloodstock auctioneers and the
Jockey Club. We enjoy long views
from the coach as we drive up
and over the gallops where the
racehorses are exercised each day.
From the top we get a good look into
the yard of the late, great trainer
Henry Cecil before driving through
some gorgeous countryside full of

studs and stables where we also see
an ancient packhorse bridge.
From Spring to late Summer Bury
St Edmunds is a riot of colour with
flowers cascading from window
boxes and hanging baskets.
We take a very gentle stroll into
enchanting floral gardens to see
the picturesque ruins of the ancient
abbey by the River Lark and buy
tea at the cathedral before heading
home at 4.30pm.
This day is available Mondays
to Fridays between March
and October.

Adults & Seniors £33
Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri
March to October

1
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THE WILTSHIRE GOLDEN TRIANGLE
Bradford on Avon is the last
outpost of the Cotswolds. A town
of just 10,000 souls straddling
both river and canal it is immensely
picturesque, and neither as well
known nor as crowded as Bath.
We begin with a two-course carvery
lunch at midday and include a few
steps to enjoy the heart of Bradford
followed by an entertaining coach
tour and time for tea in the National
Trust village of Lacock before
heading home at 4.30pm.
After lunch we take just a few
steps to see the town lock up on
the bridge and the gold Olympic
post box for a local 2012 hero.
Bradford grew wealthy from the
wool trade and a generous share
of the profits went on exquisitely
carved corbels and town houses
in buttery ashlar stone. The Saxon
church is a rare survivor famous for
two soaring stone angels.

0208 692 1133

Sit back and relax for a coach tour
to enjoy an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. We take an
attractive route to enjoy the Bath
skyline before dipping into the
valley to see the highlights of the
Georgian city - all from the coach the Royal Crescent, Queen Square
and beautiful Pulteney Bridge with
the River Avon cascading over the
weir. Effortless for older legs!
We stop to buy tea at Lacock where
the new houses are 18th century.
Cottages and inns dating back to the
15th century form the backdrop to a
timeless and much filmed scene.
You’ll be heading home at 4.45pm.
Available weekdays all year.
Adults & Seniors £31
Available weekdays all year
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2019 is the 75th anniversary of the
D-Day landings. It is a great year to
visit Portsmouth which played a pivotal
role in the operation that turned the
tide of World War II. Visit Fort Nelson,
the Allied Commanders’ brewhouse
in the original D-Day village and the
wonderfully revamped D-Day Story
in Southsea - home of the Overlord
Embroidery - 34 hand-stitched panels
telling the story of D-Day and the
Battle of Normandy.
Our day begins, with panoramic views
across the city and harbour, up at Fort
Nelson on Portsdown Hill at 10.30am
for time to buy morning coffee (or
midday for an early lunch). It’s a great
place to start. From up here you look
over the whole City and gain an insight
into its strategic importance as a naval
base. Nestling beneath the hill, the
sleepy village of Southwick became
the centre of Operation Overlord.
Up at the big house Allied Commanders
gave the signal to launch the landings.
In the village the Golden Lion became
the unofficial Officers Mess. We
visit the perfectly preserved and still
working Victorian Brew House which
supplied the beer for Monty and
General Eisenhower – an almost
unique and little-known gem.
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Opt to add a group lunch in Monty’s
D-Day pub, break for free time in
Southsea or bring a packed lunch and
add a Ships in Harbour Cruise from
Gunwharf Quays.
The £5 million works at the D-Day
Story is money well spent. It has lifted
a nationally important collection from
a dusty, rather masculine museum to a
very engaging and inspiring visit.
The centrepiece is the 300-foot
Overlord Tapestry which took highly
skilled women at the Royal School of
Needlework five years to complete.
There’s a café on site. We’ll head home
at 4.45pm or 6.00pm if you started
with us at midday.

2019 D-Day SleepOver
Stay two nights at the Royal Maritime
Club just a few minutes walk from
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. Enjoy
the D-Day tour as described plus a visit
to the Mary Rose and Dockyard, a Ships
in Harbour tour and free time for
Gunwharf Quays. Available throughout
2019 this two night, three day SleepOver
includes coaching throughout, 10 single
rooms without supplement, one day
Blue Badge Guide, all admissions, 100%
Passenger Payment Protection & GTO
Liability Insurance. Up to one in ten free.
£pp min 25 people.

www.cityandvillagetours.com

CITY
D-DAY
IN PORTSMOUTH

Adults: £27 Seniors: £25
Available daily except Tuesdays
from early June to mid October
Add a 45 minute Ships in
Harbour Cruise £7pp.
Add a two-course lunch
with coffee at Monty’s D-Day
pub for £16pp.
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In beautiful, vibrant Bristol Isambard
Kingdom Brunel found a market for
his visionary ideas. Our enjoyable
and rewarding day includes visits to
two of his finest works - the Clifton
Suspension Bridge and SS Great Britain
with the new Being Brunel exhibition.

lunch, from a pub with a mediaeval
interior to the café bar of the Theatre
Royal, Britain’s oldest continually
worked theatre. Stroll through elegant
Queen Square or take a look at the
strikingly modern Millennium Square
on Harbourside.

Please meet our Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am for morning coffee (included)
in the Crypt of St. Mary Redcliffe. The
church was built by the city merchants
over a period of 200 years. It’s a great
canvas to introduce the story of Bristol.

Our afternoon is devoted to Brunel
and SS Great Britain. The world’s first
iron-hulled propeller-driven steamship
was built, along with the Great Western
Railway, as part of Brunel’s ambitious
London to New York transport
network. You’ll see the finery of the
First Class cabins and Ladies Boudoir
to the cramped and pungent steerage
berths as well as Crews Quarters, a
gamblers den and the ships surgery.
Being Brunel explores the legacy of
one of the world’s greatest and most
innovative engineers with galleries
designed to recall the Great Exhibition
of 1851 which Brunel helped design.
We’ll stay on site to buy tea before
heading for home at 4.45pm.

Bristol was England’s second port
and in architectural terms it is still
among our richest cities. Outstanding
buildings remain of every century from
Norman times onward. Timber-framed
houses large and small survive, as do
the imposing mansions and elegant
terraces built by the merchants and
plantation owners. Clifton is famous
for Brunel’s mighty suspension bridge,
which we stop to visit during our city
coach tour. We also stop to savour the
panoramic views from the Downs.
In this city of water the floating
harbour, lock gates and even some of
the warehouses were designed and
built by the industrious Brunel. We’ll
stop by the waterside in the Old City
where you’ll find plenty of choice for

0208 692 1133

2019 Bristol SleepOvers
Stay at a city centre hotel and enjoy
visits including SS Great Britain and
Aerospace Bristol, Wells, the Mendips,
Glastonbury and Bath. 4 nights 4* DBB,
10 singles, all admissions and your
choice of coach £599pp

info@cityandvillagetours.com

CITY
Being Brunel
Bristol

Adults £33 Seniors £32
Available daily all year round

Day Trip prices are based on
a minimum 30 people with a
free place at the 40th place.
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CITY TOURS
A DAY IN CAMBRIDGE
Smaller and more compact than
Oxford, Cambridge is a cultured
pearl in a rich agricultural sea.
Set on a river bend, Cambridge
has kept its rural feel with cattle
grazing within 500 yards of the
market square. Our full day in
Cambridge includes visits to the
American Cemetery and Kings
College Chapel with an option to
stay for Choral Evensong.
We begin at 10.30am with time
to buy morning refreshments
before a panoramic coach tour
of Cambridge which will include
a stop at the tranquil American
Military Cemetery to see a
mural map of the war in Europe.
Next we venture on a short and
entertaining stroll to explore
some of the University colleges
and the Senate House.
We’ll have free time for lunch in
the mediaeval market area.
Bring a packed lunch and you’ll
have time and freedom to wander

along The Backs and watch the
noble art of punting on the Cam.
In the afternoon there’s free time
to explore as well as an intimate
guided tour of the soaring
perpendicular treasure that is
King’s College Chapel. We’ll visit
the lost college of Michaelhouse
to buy tea before heading home
at 4.45pm. Or you could use this
stop to grab a bite to eat together
before returning to Kings College
Chapel to enjoy the heavenly
voices of the world famous choir
at Choral Evensong (term time
only) and head home at 6.45pm.

Includes Vox
Wireless Tour
Guide System

This tour includes Vox headsets.

Adults & Seniors £26
Available Daily all year

3
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LICHFIELD & THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM
A day to remember in the company
of a top notch Blue Badge Tour
Guide includes a visit to Lichfield,
just north of Birmingham and The
National Arboretum where we
take a land train tour.
We begin in Lichfield at 10.30am
with time to buy morning coffee
before a gentle and flat walking
tour of this ancient cathedral City.
Why was son of Lichfield Samuel
Johnson so rude about the Scots?
We also visit the Erasmus Darwin
House which gives a real flavour
of this Georgian city. We’ll stay in
Lichfield for free time for lunch:
there’s lots of choice and it not
only keeps the tour cost down
but it is also designed to give your
members time to visit the beautiful
Cathedral which offers free entry
for individual visitors.
The afternoon is dedicated to the
National Memorial Arboretum
- the UK’s year-round Centre of
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Remembrance that celebrates
and honours the men and women
who have served our nation. There
are 300 memorials here - diverse
in nature and rich in symbolism
representing not only the armed
forces but also the emergency
services, charity groups and
individuals. It’s a big site -150
acres, so you’ll be pleased to know
that we’ve included the 50 minute
land train tour so that you can see
a lot without walking too far.
There is a café back in the
Remembrance Centre where you
can buy tea. A thought provoking
day comes to a close when you
start the drive home at 4.45pm
with plenty to talk about. Available
daily throughout the year.
Adults & Seniors £25
Available daily all year round

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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CITY TOURS
BIRMINGHAM - CITY OF 1000 TRADES
A day that gets to the very heart
of this City of 1000 Trades
combines the extraordinary
Library of Birmingham and the
mighty Staffordshire Hoard with
a City panorama and the quirky
Newman Brothers Coffin Works.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am at the Library to buy
morning refreshments before
exploring the Elizabethan style
Shakespeare Memorial Room
and the garden terraces with far
ranging views across the city.
An entertaining coach tour tells
the story of the city of a thousand
trades from the famous Jewellery
Quarter to the affluent suburbs
where the trees start and all
factories were banned. From the
Golden Mile with the Golden
Boys to the back-to-backs you’ll
enjoy an insider’s guide to the City.
To the Birmingham Museum
& Art Gallery for free time for
lunch. Choose a pub or dine in
the museum’s Edwardian Tea

Rooms and enjoy the world class
Pre-Raphaelite paintings and the
Staffordshire Hoard - the largest
collection of Anglo-Saxon gold and
silver ever found.
The Newman Brothers did not
make coffins and this is very far
from being a morbid visit! They
were Birmingham metal workers
making coffin furniture - the
handles, name plates and twirly
bits. The original machinery is
fired up to show you and in an old
fashioned office of ledgers and
typewriters the Bakelite telephone
periodically rings and a funeral
director calls in to order his stock.
Vintage, atmospheric and really
good fun. There’s time to buy
refreshments locally before
heading home at 4.45pm.

Adults & Seniors £26
Available Mon to Wed all year
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SHAKESPEARE’S STRATFORD
William Shakespeare lived and
worked in London for much of his
theatre career but his family were
born and raised and lived and died
in Warwickshire in his home town
of Stratford-Upon-Avon. We visit
three houses each very evocative of
the life and times of this handsome
market town and telling the story
of Stratford’s most famous son.
Meet our expert and entertaining
Blue Badge Guide at 10.30am at
Anne Hathaway’s Cottage just
outside Stratford for time to buy
morning refreshments. This 600
year old thatched cottage is
described as the most romantic
in all of England. We see the famous
second best bed and a courting
settle which ties in very nicely
with a new exhibition all about
Tudor courtship.
We drive into the heart of Stratford
for free time to buy lunch. Our
afternoon begins at the Birthplace -

0208 692 1133

a terrific visit that evokes the
spirit of the times drawing our
attention to small but fascinating
details of life in Elizabethan times.
Our third visit is Hall’s Croft - the
elegant home of Shakespeare’s
daughter and her doctor husband.
Beautiful furniture and luxurious
decoration give an insight into the
life of a wealthy Jacobean family.
There is a café on site.
Your members can opt to take a
few minutes walk to Holy Trinity
church by the river to see the graves
of the - Shakespeare family. You’ll
be ready to make tracks for home
at 4.45pm. This tour is available
daily throughout the year.

Adults & Seniors £32
Available daily all year round
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CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
SPECIALS

Adults & Seniors: £39
Includes: top notch Guide
Morning coffee & biscuits
Christmas Lunch
Small dessert & coffee
Tea/Coffee & Mince Pies
Available Monday to
Wednesday 20 November
to 11 December 2019
Also available as a First
Footing Lunch Special
from 6-29 January 2020.
Every pub is a tried and
tested C& V favourite. Ask
about other locations for our
Christmas Lunch Specials.

1
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The Christmas Lunch Specials are
designed to offer an alternative to
the same old group Christmas lunch.
10.30am: Meet the Blue Badge
Guide and work up an appetite
with a gentle and entertaining tour.
12.45am: You are greeted at the
lunch venue with a glass of Prosecco
1.00pm: Sit down to Christmas lunch
with all the trimmings.
1.45pm: Instead of a big dessert
when everyone is full up we will
serve tea or coffee with a sweet
treat with the prospect of mince pies
and more hot drinks before making
tracks for home at 4.30pm.
And here’s the thing about most
Christmas lunches: just when you’re
at your most relaxed, just when
you are really starting to enjoy the
company, they want you to leave!
Not today - the afternoon is yours.
Stay at your table for chat over a
bottle of wine or find a comfy chair
by the fire for a little snooze. You
can make speeches or hold a raffle
if that’s what your group likes to do.
There are also enjoyable pastimes
laid on at each venue, from a fun
Christmas Quiz with the guide to
a cupboard full of board and card
games. Ring the changes this
Christmas with a really memorable
Christmas Lunch Special:

www.cityandvillagetours.com

Choose from the following locations:
Hythe, Kent
Whet your appetite with a Romney
Marsh winter landscapes coach tour.
Lunch and a sociable afternoon
in an attractive pub with an open
fire in the Cinque Port of Hythe.
Burford, Oxfordshire
Meet in Witney for coffee before
a coach tour of Downton Abbey
locations. Lunch and afternoon
fun at a gorgeous hotel in Burford.
Bramber, Sussex
Meet Petworth House to buy
morning coffee before exhilarating
winter landscapes of the South
Downs and lunch and fun at
The Castle Hotel, Bramber.
Arkesden, Essex
Meet the Blue Badge Guide
in Saffron Walden before we
completely dispel the notion of
Essex as a flat county on our Essex
Highlands coach tour ending at
the wonderful Axe & Compasses
in picture postcard Arkesden.
East Bergholt, Suffolk
Meet in handsome Dedham before
an off the beaten track tour of
Constable landscapes and lunch
and the afternoon at the lovely old
Carriers Arms in East Bergholt.

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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CHRISTMAS
A KENTISH CHRISTMAS
Enjoy sweeping views over the
Thames and Medway on the
little known and mysterious Hoo
Peninsula, a roast lunch together and
Christmas shopping and sightseeing
in lovely old-fashioned Rochester.
Meet at 10.30am in a pub next
door to Charles Dickens’ old house
at Higham for coffee and biscuits
included in the tour fee.
During the morning we will take you
on a coach tour through one of the
least known landscapes in England;
rolling panoramas of sweeping chalk
downs and vast vistas of marsh and
estuary - all with the unmistakable
Kentish imprint of orchard and oast.
We stop at the remote church where
Pip met the convict in Dickens’s
Great Expectations. The tiny cockle
shell vestry and unusual graves are
unforgettable. Back to the pub for a
roast chicken lunch included in the
tour fee. Your folk can buy any bar
and hot drinks or desserts as desired
on the day.

Next to Rochester where the
bunting-hung Victorian High Street
is lined with interesting shops. Your
members can choose to do their
own thing for the afternoon or stay
with the guide for a trail past the
castle, the Dorritt family grave and
Miss Haversham’s house and into
Rochester Cathedral (your tour fee
includes a donation). There are lots
of places to buy tea and sticky buns
on the High Street that positively
twinkles with Victorian charm at
dusk. Head home at 4.45pm.
Jam Buster Choral Evensong Option
Start with roast lunch and a coffee at
midday, enjoy the coach tour of the
Hoo, the walking tour in Rochester,
have your tea in town and then enjoy
Choral Evensong at 5.30pm and head
home at 6.30pm. Tours are available
weekdays in November & December.
Adults & Seniors £28
Available weekdays in Nov & Dec
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CHRISTMAS MARKETS - BRISTOL
Aim to arrive by midday for a
two-course Christmas Lunch made
and served by the apprentices of a
community restaurant in the crypt
of Bristol’s fascinating merchant’s
church of St Mary Radcliffe.
We’ll take you by coach for a tour
of this vibrant city. See Brunel’s
iconic Clifton Suspension Bridge
and panoramic views of the Avon
Gorge from up on the Clifton
Downs. Bristol’s prosperity has
always been linked with the sea –
the port, once bustling with sailors
& merchants trading goods and
setting sail - Ship Shape & Bristol
Fashion. Exploring in the company
of a top notch local Blue Badge
Guide will make the most of your
time in Bristol.
We also visit the Bristol Christmas
Markets. Markets plural! The
German Christmas Market offers
traditional German Christmas
gifts as well as Glühwein and
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bratwurst. The Bristol Christmas
Local Market celebrates all things
handmade by Bristol craftsmen
and artists. Shop all afternoon or
join the guide for a stroll to the
nearby Old Town area to see the
‘nails’ which gave us the expression
to pay on the nail. If you take the
tour you’ve still time for a browse
in the markets.
There’s time to buy tea or a bite
to eat before heading home at
6.00pm. This tour is available
weekdays mid Nov to mid Dec.
We also offer Christmas Market
& Sightseeing days in Salisbury,
Oxford, Winchester, Cirencester,
Cheltenham, Liverpool, Cardiff,
Manchester & Birmingham. Please
call 0208 692 1133 or see website.
Adults & Seniors £32
Available weekdays in Nov & Dec
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CHRISTMAS
THE CHRISTMAS CARVERY OR SUPPER CLUB
London is a dandy at night. It’s
not all about the Christmas lights
anymore. London is quite simply
one of the most beautiful capital
cities in the world and at night even
more so. Few cities can rival our
vibrant history, exhilarating
stories and anecdotes. We are
blessed with beautiful illuminated
buildings and a handsome old river
criss-crossed by floodlit bridges.
Enjoy a tour of the London
Christmas Lights & Sights with
a top notch Blue Badge Guide
coupled with a tasty three-course
carvery with a tea or coffee at a
swish London hotel in Bloomsbury
or a Fish & Chip Feast including
dessert, tea or coffee and a glass
of Prosecco in Clerkenwell.
There’s also the budget option of
ending with fish & chips and a hot
drink and letting group members
choose and pay for their own
desserts and drinks as desired.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
Somerset House at 2.30pm for
time to buy refreshments, watch

the ice skaters and enjoy the
Fortnum & Mason Christmas
Gift Shop - looking is free!
Then, as dusk falls, it’s back on your
coach to see all the major Christmas
Lights and Sights in the City and the
West End in the company of one of
the best Blue Badge Tour Guides in
the business. We’ll also show you
some of London’s secret treasures
and newest buildings. This lovely
evening is just right to re-kindle
your Christmas flame.
The tour finishes at 5.30pm when
you arrive for your group meal.
Just let us know if anyone has
special diet requirements and
we’ll make sure they are looked
after. You’ll be heading home by
7.00pm on emptier roads.
Available 20 Nov to 6 Jan
Fish & Chips & hot drink £25
Fish & Chip Feast £32
3-Course carvery £37

1

15 miles

CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS
Come to Royal Greenwich from
1pm and enjoy an afternoon
of Christmas shopping in the
covered market and boutique
style shops with time to visit
the National Maritime Museum
and the Queen’s House (both
are free entry).
Meet our top notch Blue Badge
Tour Guide at Greenwich Pier
at 3.45pm, as the sun sets, for a
one hour cruise to Westminster
with a fun & informative Cockney
skipper’s commentary. We pass
the Canary Wharf all lit up like a
mini-Manhattan. We sail beneath a
floodlit Tower Bridge and through
the glistening City & West End.
Your coach driver meets us at
Westminster Pier ready for a tour
of Christmas London by night. It’s
great fun seeing the busy shopping
streets from high up in your coach.
Our tour is much more than the
Christmas Lights though as we’ll
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also show you some of London’s
most beautifully illuminated
buildings and we go off the beaten
track to bring you up to date with
what is new in the capital.
At 6.30pm we make a stop at
Covent Garden where you can
buy refreshments and enjoy the
street performers. You will be
ready to head home at 7.30pm
on emptier roads after the rush
hour. If you would like to finish
with supper you can add fish
& chips with a hot drink for
£11 per person and still be ready
to head home at 7.30pm.

Adults & Seniors £21
Available 20th Nov-6th Jan

1
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CHRISTMAS
FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD
Charles Dickens didn’t exactly
invent Christmas but he did create
an idea of a London Christmas
that has been exported around the
world. It’s a picture of foggy streets
and hearty feasts with the rich man
at his table and the poor man with
his nose pressed to the frosted
glass. We show both sides of the
coin through the foods people
ate and the shops and markets
they visited to buy them.
We’ll begin with morning coffee
included at 10.30am by the
beautiful old Leadenhall Market.
This Victorian market shares
the brightly coloured decorative
wrought iron of the railway stations
of the period and has featured in
the Harry Potter movies. It was
where Londoners bought their
game, especially at Christmas time.
By coach we’ll tour the London of
the ordinary man - a world of jellied
eels and pie & mash to barrels of
oysters and whitebait from the
Thames. For lunch to Clerkenwell
and some of the best fish & chips

in London. The meal comes with
mushy peas and a hot drink with
desserts available for purchase by
desire on the day.
Then we go up market with visits
to Mayfair and the ‘dilly. We’ll walk
through the opulent Burlington
Arcade where Beadles clad in top
hat and tails are still employed to
chase off any Artful Dodgers and
visit the Fortnum & Mason Food
Hall where impeccable young men
in red tail coats stack the shelves.
Day trippers head home at 4.45pm.
Jam Busters start at midday with
time to buy a light lunch, enjoy the
full, unabridged tour and break
to buy a cuppa before a Lights
& Sights coach tour and the fish
& chip supper, heading home at
6.30pm. Weekdays Nov and Dec.

Adults & Seniors £29
Available weekdays in Nov & Dec

2

10 miles

THE CHRISTMAS POST
Discover the very British story of
posting a letter from Roman times
to the coming of the GPO. We
combine an entertaining guided
coach tour that also shows you the
best of Christmas London with a
visit to the museum and a ride on
Mail Rail, which once whizzed four
million letters a day beneath the
busy streets of London.
Meet at 1pm to buy lunch in and
around the Museum of London there are two museum cafés and
one restaurant plus a Pret and a
pub. The Museum occupies the site
of the main Royal Mail coaching
inn. We begin our tour with a little
bit on foot through the heart of the
postal city. We see the man who
invented the Penny Post and one
of the very first post boxes.
The Postal Museum is not one
where you might as well have
bought the book for how much
reading you have to do! It’s all

0208 692 1133

marvellously visual and packed
with great talking points. You’ll
really enjoy seeing your members
cheerfully chatting away as it is
also all rather nostalgic to people
of a certain age! The visit includes
a Mail Rail ride but if anyone can’t
join in through poor mobility or
plain old claustrophobia don’t
worry because there’s an excellent
little film of everything you would
see from the train.
After a break to buy a cuppa
we’re off to complete the story
of the post and take in the best
of the 2019 Christmas Lights.
The Christmas Post finishes at
Somerset House where you can
buy refreshments. Or you can
opt to add a fish & chip supper.

Adults & Seniors £29
(with supper £39)

1

5 miles
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christmas
THE CHRISTMAS FLICKS
The Regent Street cinema was the
first in the country to show moving
pictures. In 1896, when the Lumière
brothers’ showed flickering moving
images to a paying audience here,
British cinema was born.

The Blue Badge Guide will come
and meet you at 5.30pm to begin
the tour and don’t worry about the
rush hour traffic - that’s exactly
what you want for a slow drive so
that you can take everything in!

Used as a lecture theatre for many
years, major restorations have
created a stunning, pristine, little
single screen independent cinema.
This fun little Christmas trip starts
with a matinee followed by a tour
that combines London in Film with
the Christmas Lights & Sights. The
Christmas matinees are classics
from the 1940s to the 1960s.

We tell the story of film, seek out
famous locations and share the
secrets of the movie industry.
Where do the stars stay? How
do you close Trafalgar Square for
your film? How can you become
an extra or have your house star
in the next blockbuster? We’re in
the tourist hotspots today so the
tour also doubles as a tour of the
Christmas Lights & Sights. We’ll
finish with a fish & chip supper
with a hot drink and you’ll be
ready to head home at 6.30pm.

Arrive Regents Street at 11.00am
for time to buy a coffee and enjoy
the live cinema organ prelude to
the midday matinee. Then break for
a bite to eat locally and a look in the
shops - Hamleys and Libertys are a
stone’s throw away. The Blue Badge
Guide meets you at 3.30pm for the
tour and you head home at 6.30pm.
Or arrive at 2.00pm for a bite to eat
locally before the 3.30pm matinee.

Adults & Seniors £29
Available Wednesdays only
in November & December

1

20 miles

WINTER & CHRISTMAS IN WINDSOR - with Windsor Castle
During the winter, with fewer
tourists around, extra rooms known
as the Semi-State apartments are
opened at Windsor Castle. For
Christmas the castle decorations
include a spectacular tree. You’ll
also tour the Royal Landscape and
visit the Windsor Farm Shop where
the Queen sells produce
from the Royal Farms.
Meet the Blue Badge Guide at
10.30am in Windsor – if you have
poor walkers we’ll get you good and
close to the castle to save the long
walk from the coach park. There’s
time to buy morning refreshments
beneath the castle walls before
stepping inside the Queen’s
favourite residence.
We start in St George’s Chapel
where you sit to listen to our guide’s
commentary introducing the castle.
The State Apartments are hung with
paintings from the Royal Collection
- Rembrandt, Rubens, Canaletto
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and Gainsborough. From October
through to March you can also see
George IV’s private rooms. Known
as the Semi-State Apartments they
include some of the most richly
decorated castle interiors. We ‘ll
have free time for lunch in Windsor
before we meet to board the coach
for an exhilarating look at the Royal
landscape including views of the
Castle from the Long Walk.
We round off a memorable day with
a visit to the Windsor Farm Shop
where HM sells produce from the
Royal farms. Take home a treat or a
stocking filler or two embossed with
the Royal crest and treat yourself
to tea and cake in the café before
making tracks for home at 4.45pm.
Adults & Seniors £34
Available all year

2
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The old village of Hampstead sits
high above the rest of London. It was
our Montmartre - artists and writers
were drawn here by the clean air and
cheap rents. Cheap no longer. Select
and opulent it is said that Hampstead
has more millionaires than almost
anywhere else in London. The day
includes a tasty roast lunch in the
nearest that London gets to a
country pub and some free time for
shopping. Arrive at noon for an early
lunch and head home from the centre
of London at 6.30pm. It’s a Jam
Buster, helping you to avoid the rush
hour traffic at both ends of the day.
The tour guide will be waiting for you
in Hampstead at midday. Lunch is
roast turkey with a cup of tea or
coffee. You can choose and pay for
desserts and bar drinks as desired
on the day. The pub is in the centre
of the village surrounded by an
interesting mix of unique traders
and boutique style shops. It is up
market, old-fashioned and rather
lovely. You can choose to spend
all the time here shopping or join
the guide for a gentle walking trail
through beautiful streets and alleys
lined with gorgeous Georgian
and Victorian houses to Hampstead

0208 692 1133

Old Church where John Constable
lies buried alongside a surprising
number of TV stars of past years
including Kay Kendal, Anton
Walbrook and Joan Collin’s mum!
At 3.30pm we wend our way to
central London as dusk and then
dark falls for the Christmas Lights
and Sights tour. London is a dandy at
night. As well as the shopping streets
so much is illuminated now - from the
bridges and river embankments to
the state of the art sky scrapers that
have pierced the sky in recent years.
It is breath taking.
In this day and age it pays to be savvy
about the traffics so we will plan the
route of your tour and make a stop
at the end that is ideal for your route
home. It could be Covent Garden,
Spitalfields, or the ice rinks at the
Natural History Museum, the Tower,
or Somerset House or it could even
be at the state of the art St Pancras
Station to see one of London’s most
impressive Christmas trees. You’ll
head off at 6.30pm on emptier roads.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

BEST SELLER
hAMPSTEAD & THE
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Adults & Seniors £29
This day trip is available weekdays
in November & December.
The price includes a roast lunch
with a hot drink.

You book the coach
and we do the rest

1
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The
SLEEPOVER
Range

The perennial problem for group organisers is the single rooms. It’s not that
group members aren’t sociable. It’s the getting up in the middle of the night for
a little walkabout and the outside possibility of a bit of snoring. We’ve put this
central to our planning and, working with some super hotels, we are able
to include between 5 and a marvellous 20 single rooms without supplement.
We’re also keen for you to travel with your preferred coach company and your
favourite drivers. The chances are that we’ve already been working with your coach
company for up to 30 years. They know how efficient we are and our Blue Badge
Guides know your drivers. We want to work together. So the second big benefit is
that when we include your coach company in our package it brings every penny
of your members’ money under one umbrella for 100% ABTA approved Passenger
Payment Protection in full compliance with the Package Travel Regulations.
The third big benefit is that you’ll get an all inclusive price based on a minimum
of 25 people - so you’ll never have to go around cap in hand asking for more
money if you don’t get the bigger numbers you want. Right now many group
organisers aren’t getting the full coaches they are used to, so this feature alone
could you save you a lot of stress and worry. You’ll be safe if you get a smaller
number and there is always one free organiser place with a minimum 25 people.
But, as you fill the coach, we’ll give you additional free places at the 31st, 37th,
43rd and 49th place. It means that up to one in ten places are completely free.
Use the free places for fund raising or use them to bring down the cost of the
holiday to your members - it’s entirely up to you. You’re safe if you get small
numbers and quids in if you fill the coach.
We are the award winning experts in what you are going to do when you
get there and we’ve rolled that unparalleled know how into our programme
of UK SleepOvers and holidays of 2 to 5 days. The sightseeing programme
always comes first with hotels selected for the location, group friendly
lounges and bars, immaculate housekeeping, good food and friendly staff.
And it’s all designed for groups who like to see a lot without walking too far.

Find Out More...
Call 0208 692 1133
Email info@cityandvillagetours.com
Or visit www.cityandvillagetours.com
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How Our SleepOvers Work
The Nitty Gritty
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
The Exchange Hotel, Cardiff. See page 83

The minimum number is 25 people
All SleepOvers include one free organiser place
Absolutely all admissions are included
We include 5-20 singles without supplement
Option to include your favourite coach company
- in which case up to one in ten will travel free
Includes free driver bed & board
Free colour mini-brochures for your members
100% ABTA approved Passenger Payment Protection
Free Group Travel Organiser Liability
100% refundable group deposit of £100 secures booking
Individual deposits are due 4 months out
Final payments are due 2 months out
Call 0208 692 1133 now and tell us all about
what your group likes when they go away.
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In November 2018 coach tourism specialist
and travel writer Stuart Render joined
Abingdon Horticultural Society on the
3-night Kentish & Cockney SleepOver based
in Folkestone and found good company,
good food and good entertainment.
I’m meeting the coach at The Tickled Trout,
a traditional Kent pub on the river Stour in the
sleepy village of Wye, near Ashford. I’m also
meeting Blue Badge Guide Liz who will be
accompanying the group for part of their stay.
The coach, operated by Bicester-based
Heyfordian Travel, pulls up and Liz jumps
aboard to welcome the group to Kent.
“This is Stuart Render,” she says, “he’ll be
joining us for the next few days to write about
what happens and take a few photographs.”
A cheer resounds through the coach. It’s a
welcome that will continue throughout the
trip. In the pub I spot a spare seat on a table
for six and find myself quickly engrossed in
conversation with Jean, Angie, Brenda, Joyce
and Libby. They are excellent company and I’m
made to feel very much part of the group. Their
youthfulness and all-round positive outlook on
life is a joy to behold, and belies the fact that
they’re, shall we say, not as young as they
used to be! I make a mental note to remember
these ‘Famous Five’! The Tickled Trout meal
doesn’t disappoint. Slightly heavier than when
they arrived, the group, returns to the coach.
Heyfordian driver, Sean, navigates through the
picturesque country lanes of the Kent Downs
to the Devil’s Kneading Trough, a bowl-shaped
feature often described as one of the county’s
leading beauty spots. On a clear day there are

views across the flat Weald to Romney
Marsh and as far as the English Channel.
Sadly, some murky weather has crept in
and the views are limited. One member of the
group raises a smile by describing it as “more
of a mystical experience”. We take a leisurely
journey through the Downs to Folkestone.
At the four-star Best Western Plus Burlington
Hotel, an imposing Victorian building just a few
steps from The Leas there’s a good welcome
from the hotel team.
I check-in and head for my room. My travels
have seen me stay in quite a range of hotels
of this type so I’m not really expecting anything
out of the ordinary. How wrong am I? I open
the door and step into my bedroom. “Wow!”
I find myself exclaiming. All the bedrooms have
been fully refurbished during 2018, resulting in
a contemporary feel that belies the age of the
building. It’s all rather impressive.
Returning to the lounge the bedrooms are the
focus of discussion among the group. “It looks
like they’ve only just installed the bathroom
suite,” says Jean, of ‘Famous Five’ fame.
We have a lovely three-course dinner in the
hotel’s Premier Suite, after which I find a
moment to talk with Angela, the organiser.
Together with husband Ted she’s been
organising day trips, short breaks and holidays
for many years. So why has she decided to
use City & Village Tours this time? “When
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you organise a tour you can never relax,” she
explains. “I really love doing this, but after so
many years I wanted a break, an opportunity to
sit back and relax, knowing that someone else
has done all the work.”
It’s been a good start to the trip, but a busy day
is on the schedule for tomorrow, so after a drink
in the bar with the ‘Famous Five’, it’s off to bed.
Romney Marsh, ‘The Pilot’ and Rye
Breakfast done and dusted and we’re away
from the hotel with the Blue Badge Guide at
10am. It’s a sensible hour, giving time for a
relaxed start to what will be a full day out and
about. Our route takes us along the coast
through Sandgate to Hythe and to Romney
Marsh. We drive alongside part of the Royal
Military Canal constructed as a defence
against possible invasion during the
Napoleonic Wars. We also hear stories of
smugglers, the famous Aldington Gang and
their leader, George Ransley. It comes as a
bit of a shock when Liz, our guide, reveals
that she is in fact a descendant of the Ransley
family.We stop in the tiny village of Brookland
to visit St Augustine’s Church, built around
1250. Its most unusual feature is a large
bell tower that sits a few yards away from
the main church building.
We drive across the bleak, windswept
landscape of Romney Marsh towards
Dungeness Nuclear Power Station.

This part of Kent is officially classed as the
only desert in the UK. Our destination is ‘The
Pilot’, internationally well known for its fish and
chips. The story goes that in 1633, the Spanish
vessel ‘Alfresia’ was purposefully wrecked
on the beach, with the ship’s timbers used to
build the original ‘Pilot Inn’. There’s no trace
of the ‘Alfresia’ now, but the fish and chips are
excellent. The menu reminds us that we’re
only 29 miles from the French coast.
Our final stop of the day is in the medieval
town of Rye, perched on a hill, overlooking the
East Sussex countryside. The coach park is, of
course, anything but medieval, but a short walk
into the town reveals a network of enchanting
streets, ancient buildings and a wonderful mix
of quality independent retailers. Fans of E. F.
Benson will know that Rye is also the setting
for his Mapp and Lucia novels.
Monkey Business
After a good night’s sleep, and another
hearty breakfast (why are breakfasts always
taken heartily?) there’s free time to explore
Folkestone. The somewhat overcast weather
means a walk along The Leas down into the
old part of Folkestone is quite a challenge, but
many in the group rise to it, returning with tales
of adventurous forays into the old town. Two of
the group jump on a bus and head in the other
direction to explore Hythe, while a handful find a
quiet corner in the hotel to read a book.

0208 692 1133

At 12.45pm we gather in reception to make
the short walk to what was, in its heyday, one
of the most magnificent hotels on the south
coast. Opened in 1900, ‘The Grand’, originally
built as gentlemen’s residential chambers,
became a hotel when the owners had difficulty
letting the rooms. We enjoy lunch sitting in the
Palm Court, which faces the sea. After lunch
a tour of the building is led by knowledgeable
guide Jenny. She tells us that the Palm Court
was known as the Monkey House when the
hotel was favoured by King Edward VII and
the locals used to like peering in to see him.
Gawd bless you, guv’norWe return to the
Burlington to prepare for tonight’s highlight, the
Cockney Gala Dinner. The City & Village Tours
Cockney event, has been transplanted from its
weekly home in London’s East End. Gordon
Bennett is an entertainer in the mould of Chas
& Dave, Max Bygraves and Max Miller. With
songs straight from the cockney, wartime and
music hall song books I’m surprised how many I
know, and there’s a song sheet to help everyone
along. Gordon gets his audience involved, with
Angela’s husband Ted delivering a masterclass
on playing the spoons. It’s huge fun, right down
to the Hokey Cokey and a bit of Rule Britannia
flag waving at the end. The ‘Famous Five’ get
re-christened the ‘Abingdon Spice Girls’. We
go to bed exhausted, although not until another
drink with Dancing Spice and her friends.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

The verdict
It’s the final morning and there’s an opportunity
to find out what the group thinks about their
‘Kentish & Cockney Christmas SleepOver’.
Maurice, travelling alone, has thoroughly
enjoyed it. “The commentary on the coach from
Liz was a good mix of history and stories,” he
says. “The organisation was good. Everything
just clicked into place.” David and Joyce
have praise for the hotel staff. “They’ve been
excellent,” they say, “and the bedroom was
excellent.” But perhaps the last word should
go to Angela. This was the first time she had
handed over the organisation to someone else,
in this case City & Village Tours. What’s her
verdict? “It’s all gone extremely well,” she says.
“Gyll, and her team back in London, have really
met my expectations. I can’t say I’ve been able
to fully relax. You can’t when you’re the group
leader, but knowing that someone else has
made all the arrangements and that all is well
has meant I’ve had a really enjoyable few days.
I’ll certainly be talking with Gyll about other trips
in the future.”
It’s a sad moment when the group steps out of
the hotel for the last time. I wave goodbye. It’s
been a memorable short break, and I have the
feeling that the memories of our Cockney Gala
Dinner, fish and chips in Dungeness, and the
wonderful Abingdon Spice Girls will live long
in the memory.
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The London SleepOver Special Offer			
The Clarendon Hotel is a cracking
family run hotel sitting on elegant
Blackheath, a stone’s throw from
Royal Greenwich Park & museums.
At 8 miles from Trafalgar Square
it’s an ideal London base without
the hustle, bustle and noise of
staying in the centre. Just right
for groups with older members.
Stay Sunday night with 20 single
rooms without supplement. Stay
midweek and have ten to fifteen
singles included.
Day One: Arrive in central London
anytime from midday to 3.00pm for
a Thames Cruise from Westminster
to Royal Greenwich and enjoy
some free time visiting this World
Heritage Site. The National
Maritime Museum and newly
refurbished Queens House are both
free to visit and the impressive
Painted Hall is newly restored.
Check in to the hotel a few minutes
away on elegant Blackheath where
the London Marathon starts. Rest
up and then gather for a 3-course,
3-choice dinner together.
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Day Two: Your choice of London
day trip with a top notch Blue
Badge Guide. You can choose
the itinerary from our extensive
portfolio. Choices include:
The People’s Post including the new
Postal Museum and Mail Rail.
Legal London - includes Middle
Temple Church, Royal Courts of
Justice and a one course lunch.
Hidden London & the Regents Canal
Barrow Boys & Bankers - includes
Spitalfields, Bank of England Museum
and one course lunch.
Hampstead a London Village with
Kenwood House & one course lunch.
Ghosts Gallows & Gangsters with a
one course lunch
New Kill or Cure itinerary with a
trio of quirky visits
Gin Lane! - including Beefeater
Distillery Tasting Tour
The Flicks with a visit to the
Cinema Museum.
Replace the Day One cruise with
midday Cockney Matinee (Tuesdays
add £25pp) or the elegant Strictly
Tea Dance (Wednesdays add £35pp).
You will check in by 4.30pm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 days

One night 3* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Thames Cruise Westminster to Greenwich
Up to 20 single rooms without supplement
Your Choice of guided day trip
Blue Badge Tour Guide & all admissions
Your nominated coach and driver
Driver bed & board and coach parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

Budget option £169pp - B&B & Day Trip
Blackheath Village on the hotel’s doorstep
has a great choice of restaurants and pubs.
Or eat in the Clarendon hotel restaurant

£195pp minimum 25 people
Sunday night stays too end March 2020

THE HOTEL
The 3* Clarendon Hotel occupies a row of
handsome Georgian residences overlooking
Blackheath. There are 175 rooms and an
attractive resident’s lounge and bar.
Standard facilities in all rooms include
modern en suite bathrooms, Flat screen
TVs and coffee and tea making facilities.
The housekeeping is impeccable and
rooms are tastefully decorated reflecting
the individuality of the Clarendon Hotel.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com
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The Great Stink & London’s Lost Rivers 		
Two thousand years ago the
Romans enjoyed indoor plumbing
at their villas but until a couple of
hundred years ago Londoners were
still throwing the contents of their
chamber pots out of the window.
The streets of London were shaped
by its many rivers but, where
once they served the city, as the
population grew so they became
its deadliest problem.
In 1858 the long hot summer
became The Great Stink as raw
sewage from the growing city
emptied into the Thames turning
into an open sewer. Something had
to be done and that something was
one of the most remarkable feats
of civil engineering ever seen.
Join us for a unique SleepOver
that tells the story of London’s
lost rivers with a visit to Sir Joseph
Bazalgette’s Cathedral of Sewage
on a special steaming day. On day
two we’ll tell the story of London’s
Lost Rivers with a Thames cruise,
a short walk and a coach tour
following the River Fleet up to its
source on Hampstead Heath where
we visit beautiful Kenwood House.

Day One Sunday: Come and meet
the Blue Badge Guide at midday
for a buffet lunch before we visit
the Cathedral of Sewage to see
the beautifully restored Prince
Consort engine fired up and under
steam. This is one of the most
remarkable visits in all of London.
It’s a short drive from Crossness to
the Clarendon Hotel where we will
arrive to check in at 5.00pm with
plenty of time to brush up before
a three course, three choice meal
is served in the hotel restaurant.
Day Two Monday: The Blue
Badge Tour Guide will meet us
in the hotel and after check out
we’ll drive down to Greenwich to
board a one hour Thames Cruise
to Westminster to step ashore on
Bazalgette’s Victoria Embankment
built to house his massive sewer.
We’ll tell the story of spending a
penny from Roman times and track
London’s lost rivers. Lunch & a hot
drink is included before visiting
Kenwood House, a grand 18th
century house gifted to the nation
by the Guinness family. You’ll be
heading home by 4.00pm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 days

One night at the 3* Clarendon Hotel,
3-course, 3-choice dinner at the hotel
Cooked and continental style breakfast
Blue Badge Tour Guide both days
Lunches Sunday and Monday
Visit to Crossness Engines Steaming Day
London’s Lost Rivers guided tour
Thames Cruise Greenwich to Westminster
Visit to Kenwood House
20 rooms for singles without supplement
Free driver half board & overnight parking
Free place for the group organiser
Free GTO Liability Insurance
100% Passenger Payment Protection

£236pp minimum 25 people
Available selected Sunday/Mondays April-Oct

THE HOTEL
The 3* Clarendon Hotel occupies a row of
handsome Georgian residences overlooking
Blackheath Village. There are 175 rooms
and an attractive resident’s lounge and a bar.
Standard facilities in all rooms include:
modern en suite bathrooms, Flat screen
TVs and coffee and tea making facilities.
The housekeeping is impeccable and all
rooms are tastefully decorated reflecting
the individuality of the Clarendon Hotel.

Includes all
admissions,
dinner & two
lunches

0208 692 1133
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Winchester - Bombay Sapphire & Finders Keepers
You know you are somewhere
special as soon as you step through
the front door of the Winchester
Royal Hotel, as you are greeted
with an impressive entrance and
sweeping staircase. This charming
16th Century Hotel is a hidden gem
within the heart of Winchester.
Come for an overnight stay with
a visit to the Bombay Sapphire
distillery at Laverstoke Mill on the
beautiful River Test and enjoy some
fun and games with the Finders
Keepers antique hunting game.
Day One:
Explore the Bombay Sapphire
Distillery with a distillery host.
You’ll discover the ten exotic
botanicals infused into every drop
in the beautiful Glasshouses. In
the Botanical Dry Room, a real
sensory experience will uncover
your preferred flavour palate. You’ll
go behind the scenes in the Dakin
Still House before your host leaves
you to enjoy a drink ‘on the house’
in the Mill Bar. Check in to the hotel
in Winchester with plenty of time
to walk over to the Cathedral for
Choral Evensong before dinner.

Day Two: Our celebrity antiques
expert Karen Dalmeny arrives
after breakfast. Karen is a long
time antiques expert, who you
might know from Dickinson’s Real
Deal and Secret Dealers. Enjoy an
entertaining for a Finders Keepers
briefing with Karen,dishing out
tips and crisp tenners before you
head off to look for treasure in an
emporium of multiple traders that
has featured on the BBC’s Celebrity
Antiques Road Trip. You can elect to
shop alone or team up with as many
people as you want and pool your
money. Then it’s back to the hotel
for a light lunch and over coffee
a very enjoyable session in which
Karen evaluates all of your finds.
If no one has unearthed a Ming vase
the winner or winning team will be
selected on for the most unusual
object, the most aesthetically
pleasing junk or the find with the
best potential profit. There’s a prize
for the winner and a lot of laughs
for everyone throughout the day.
You’ll be all set to head home
by 3.00pm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 days

1 night DBB 4* Winchester Royal Hotel
10 Single rooms free of supplement
3-course evening meal with coffee
Your choice of coach company
Finders Keepers game with celebrity
expert and light lunch with coffee
Bombay Sapphire hosted tour
Free Organiser plus up to 1 in 10 free
Free driver half board & 24 hr parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£229pp min 25 people
Available midweek throughout the year

THE HOTEL
4* Winchester Royal Hotel
This city centre 16th century hotel
is the perfect blend of modern and
traditional. The refurbished 81
bedrooms are spacious and come
with free WiFi, tea & coffee making
facilities and flat screen tellys.
The cathedral, shopping area and a
variety of museums are all within a
five minute flat walk.

Options
to extend
to 3, 4 or
5 days
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Flanders & Swann Tribute Show in Surrey 2 days
Michael Flanders and Donald Swann,
were at the heart of 50’s and 60’s
satire in the form of the theatrical
revue. Enjoy a glorious wallow in the
past with our tip-top tribute show.
It’s not an impersonation show, but
singer John Knowles and keyboard
player Paul Higgs are serendipitously
similar in appearance to the originals
and their quick wit and exemplary
musicianship are put to good use in
recreating the magic of a Flanders
& Swann performance.
With visits to RHS Wisley on the
way and Brooklands Motor Museum
on the way home this two day treat
based at the plush HQ of the Police
Federation in Surrey is a real tonic.
Day One: Friday, Saturday or Sunday.
Wisley, the flagship garden of the
Royal Horticultural Society is all
about inspirational gardening.
The summer borders will take your
breath away and in the spectacular
glasshouse you can take a journey
around the world in plants. Arrive
to buy lunch on site, enjoy a wander
and check in at the hotel, a 30 minute
drive away, with plenty of time to
rest before dinner and the show.

Singer John Knowles has music in
his blood. An international pop star in
his youth, his intimate vocal style and
warm humour lends itself easily to
his hero Michael Flanders. John has
collaborated on a number of musical
projects with great friend Paul Higgs
on keyboards who is a former musical
director of the National Theatre and
Royal Shakespeare Company.
Our affectionate tribute to the
genius of Flanders & Swann will
delight you with all the favourites
from The Gnu and The Gas Man
Cometh to the Hippopotamus Song
(Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud). The boys
also tip their hats to some of the
other virtuosos of the comic song,
with John confessing that he’s waited
over 30 years to sing “beat me on the
bottom with the Woman’s Weekly”.
The show is performed after dinner.
Day Two: After breakfast, check
out and take the 30 minute drive to
Brooklands Motor Museum for some
more vintage fun at the birthplace
of British motorsport and aviation.
Your ticket includes Concorde. Buy
lunch on site and head home by 3pm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 night DBB 4 * Federation Hotel
10 Single rooms free of supplement
Buffet style 3-course evening meal
Your choice of coach company
Flanders & Swann, Masters of
the Comic Song Tribute Show
Visit Brooklands Museum & RHS Wisley
Free Organiser plus up to 1 in 10 free
Free driver half board & 24 hr parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£219pp minimum 25 people
Available May, August, Sept & Oct

THE HOTEL
3* Federation House, Leatherhead
Federation House is the plush £26 million
HQ for the Police Federation of England
& Wales based in the quiet Surrey town
of Leatherhead. The hotel has 55 en suite
rooms with a fresh and contemporary
look. All bedrooms have 26” flat screen
TV, climate control, hair dryers, tea &
coffee making facilities and free WiFi.
Like the idea of this weekend but Surrey
is too close to home? See page 75!

Extend your stay to 3 or 4
days and add our Beautiful
Surrey Hills tour with visits
to Polesden Lacey, Guildford
Cathedral and the Watts
Gallery & Artist’s Village.

0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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Canterbury Cathedral SleepOver 			
Stay at the Cathedral Lodge in the
private precincts of the Cathedral
with your own private pass to swan
past the queue of tourists at the
gatehouse and come and go from
the Cathedral as often as you want
Arrive Sunday morning to drop your
bags at the Lodge and return to check
in after exploring the city.
Sit with the Cathedral choir at Choral
Evensong at 3.15pm to enjoy the
majesty of the Mother Church of the
worldwide Anglican Communion or
enjoy shopping and sightseeing in
the city. This evening a private three
course Chef’s Dinner at the Lodge.
Enjoy a drink at one of the city’s
hostelries or how about coffee or a
glass of wine and a game of cards in
the elegant and book filled library?
On Monday after breakfast the Blue
Badge guide arrives at 9.00am for
your choice of tour. Each starts with
a gentle city walk and Cathedral visit
while both are quiet before returning
to the Lodge for check out. Enjoy
elevenses of tea, coffee and biscuits
while the tour Guide supervises
porterage of your luggage before
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an entertaining afternoon tour,
heading home at 4.00pm.
Choose your afternoon option:
To Be A Pilgrim: The story of the
mediaeval pilgrimage industry with
visits to the 12th Century Eastbridge
Hospital, the oldest Christian church
in the English speaking world plus a
2-course lunch and visit to Sandwich
once the main pilgrim port.
Canterbury Curios & Whitstable,
Sandwich, Faversham or Wye:
Join the Guide for a short walking
tour into Canterbury to pick out the
curios and little details you may have
missed on your own followed by a
2-course lunch and an afternoon
visit to Whitstable, Sandwich,
Faversham or Wye.
Canterbury Christmas SleepOver
Arrive Sunday to enjoy the City
sights, free museums and shopping.
Enjoy Choral Evensong and on the
Monday a Blue Badge guided scenic
tour of the Kent Downs, 2-course
lunch in Wye and McArthur Glen
Designer Outlet at Ashford.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 days

1 night DBB at the 4* Cathedral Lodge
Sunday Night Private Dinner
Choice of Blue Badge Guided tour
Unlimited access to the Cathedral
Admission to Eastbridge Hospital
Mid morning refreshments on Monday
2-Course lunch with coffee
Free Organiser place & liability insurance
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free driver half board & 24 hr parking

£249pp minimum 25 people
Available Sun/Mon October to March

THE HOTEL
4* Canterbury Cathedral Lodge.
This truly special modern hotel is set in the
grounds of the Cathedral. The lodge has 35
elegant ensuite bedrooms across two floors
and is arranged around a landscaped central
courtyard. Most rooms have Cathedral
views and guests receive their own pass
which allows unlimited access to the
Cathedral. Breakfasts are really quite
wonderful at the Lodge.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

The Vintage Essex SleepOver
The Swan Hotel sits opposite
the old church in Thaxted where
Gustav Holst played the organ.
For over 1000 years people have
lived in and visited this small
country town. With its famous
Guildhall, old Church and
Windmill set against a backdrop
of mediaeval houses Thaxted is
the jewel in the crown of Essex.
Come Sunday for dinner and our
joyful Flanders & Swann tribute
show. On Monday, following
a hearty breakfast, beautifully
restored vintage coaches collect
you for a picture postcard country
drive and a visit to a delightful
vintage collection in the Essex
Rodings that includes one of the
film world’s most famous cars.
Day One: Sunday.
Check in at The Swan Hotel is
from 2.00pm. Arrive and relax or
add a visit on the way - local options
include Audley End House (English
Heritage), Imperial War Museum
Duxford or the Saffron Brewery
Tour & Tasting. Dinner this evening
is a 3-course traditional roast dinner
with coffee and then the show.

0208 692 1133

2 days

The Flanders & Swann & Masters
of the Comic Song tribute show.
Singer John Knowles and Paul Higgs
on keyboards combine an impressive
musicality with warm wit to create
an evening of good music and good
cheer. Flanders and Swann’s own
brand of satirical humour has stood
the test of time. John and Paul add
to the fun with some numbers from
other masters of the comic song
including Tom Lehrer and the
inimitable Victoria Wood.
Day Two: Monday
After breakfast it’s all aboard two
beautiful 1940s and 1950s coaches
from the Lodge Coaches vintage
collection for a jolly country drive
taking in Finchingfield and the little
known Essex Rodings. In pretty High
Easter there’s time to browse the
Lodge family’s nostalgic collection
of cars, coaches and old garage and
bus ephemera. You also get to meet
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, although,
please note that this isn’t the original
used in the film so this one doesn’t
actually fly. A ploughman’s lunch is
served with a nice cup of tea before
heading home at 2.30pm.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
5 singles without supplement
Flanders & Swann tribute show
Vintage Coach tour & Blue Badge Guide
Meet Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Ploughman’s lunch with tea/coffee
Blue Badge Tour Guide on Day Two
Your choice of coach company
Driver bed & board, parking & tips
Free Organiser & Liability Insurance
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Max 33 people with 5 singles

£229pp min 25/max 33 people
Available Sun/Mon at this price until end March 2020

THE HOTEL
3* Swan Hotel, Thaxted
This historic coaching inn sits opposite
the church in the picturesque Essex
village of Thaxted. We have booked
all 20 stylishly upgraded bedrooms
offering a mix of twin, double, and
single to accommodate a max of
Rooms are bright, elegant and
airy with crisp white linen sheets,
luxurious 1200 pocket sprung
mattresses and tea & coffee facilities.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Winchester Christmas Options 		
Enjoy a free day of shopping and
sightseeing in Winchester with
a SleepOver at a handsome
4* city centre hotel followed by a
Blue Badge Guided tour of winter
landscapes in the beautiful Test
Valley, lunch and an afternoon at
the Salisbury Christmas Market.
Day One: Winchester was once the
heart of Alfred the Great’s Wessex.
Today, associated with St Swithin
and Jane Austen, it is one of
England’s most prosperous cities.
The Christmas Market with more
than 100 gaily decorated wooden
chalets nestled against the walls
of the cathedral, runs daily from
16 November to 19 December.
You can check in at the Winchester
Royal from 2pm (or arrive earlier and
the hotel will look after your bags
while you explore. The Christmas
Market nestles against the walls of
the Cathedral and is a five minute
flat walk from the hotel. On Sundays
Choral Evensong is at 3.30pm and
during the week it is at 5.30pm.
In the evening gather for a sociable
three course meal with coffee.
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Day Two: The Blue Badge Guide
arrives after breakfast to take you
on a scenic drive through winter
landscapes in the beautiful Test
Valley. We stop in the genteel market
town of Romsey, (which you might
recognise as Kingsmarkham from
the TV adaptations of Ruth Rendell’s
Inspector Wexford) to visit the
magnificent Abbey where we track
down a fun and unusual set of hidden
figures known as grotesques.
The compact city of Salisbury is laid
out on a mediaeval chequer board
design with over 500 listed buildings.
Enjoy the Salisbury Christmas
Market (from 29 November) and/or
a city trail with the tour guide. It’s up
to you when to make tracks for home.
4.45pm would be about right to allow
sufficient time to enjoy the market.

Add Another Night
This is the one night-two day
package. Add a second night with
dinner, bed & breakfast, coaching
and a Bombay Sapphire tour for
a package price of £279pp.

2 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night 4* Winchester Royal Hotel
3 course evening meal (3 choices)
10 Single rooms free of supplement
Your choice of coach company
Free driver half board & parking
Free organiser place with 25 people
Up to 1 in 10 travel free
Winchester Christmas Market
Blue Badge guided tour
Romsey Abbey, Test Valley & Sailsbury
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£179pp

minimum 25 people

Available weekdays & Sundays Nov & Dec

THE HOTEL
4* Winchester Royal Hotel
This city centre 16th century hotel
is the perfect blend of modern and
traditional. The refurbished 81
bedrooms are spacious and come
with free WiFi, tea & coffee making
facilities and flat screen tellys.
The cathedral, shopping area and
a variety of museums are all within
a five minute flat walk.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

Arts & Crafts Liverpool 						
One of last year’s best selling
SleepOvers. Our groups enjoyed
staying in the centre of the city
and they loved the enthusiastic
and entertaining Liverpool Blue
Badge Tour Guides. We were
delighted to find that in nearly
every group there were folk who
took themselves off to the Cavern
Club where they were delighted
to find themselves dancing down
Memory Lane in the company of
other sixties kids*.
Stay with us in Liverpool for anything
from one night to a week and enjoy
Blue Badge Guided tours of the City
with a great choice of visits. We’ll
make bespoke arrangements for
your group but here is an example
of a 3-day Arts & Crafts Liverpool
SleepOver to take in the Charles
Rennie Mackintosh exhibition at
the World Museum until 26 August.
Day One: Arrive for time to buy a
light lunch before an Arts and Crafts
tour of Port Sunlight village and visit
to Lady Lever Art Gallery. Rennie
Mackintosh’s work transcends the
Arts and Crafts movement and

his working life coincides with the
pivotal period when Lever was
developing his village which is greatly
influenced by the Arts and Crafts
movement in it’s architectural style.
Day Two: After breakfast we set off
with the Blue Badge Guide to explore
the City. You’ll see the Cathedrals,
the Liverpool Waterfront, where
a long lunch break allows time for
optional visits to the Tate (free) or the
Beatles Story (charge). We’ll also take
you to see the Beatles Quarter with
Penny Lane and Strawberry Fields.
The tour ends at Crosby Beach, to
see Antony Gormley’s Another Place,
100 cast-iron life size figures stare
out to sea along a mile of beach.
Day Three: A ticket today for
the Charles Rennie Mackintosh
exhibition at the World Museum.
There are good cafés at the museum
and the Walker Art Gallery and iconic
St George’s Hall are nearby. Head
home after lunch or have a couple
more hours to enjoy Liverpool.
Extend your trip by adding nights
and or upgrade to a swanky hotel
in the vibrant Georgian Quarter.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 days

2 nights 4* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
10 single rooms free of supplement
2 days Blue Badge Tour Guide
All admission fees
Charles Rennie Mackintosh exhibition
Visit Crosby Beach
Free organiser place with min 25
Your choice of coach company
Free driver room, meals & parking
Up to 1 in 10 travel free
100% Passenger payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£309 minimum 25 people
Liverpool SleepOvers available all year
Rennie Mackintosh until 26 August

THE HOTEL
4* Radisson Blu, Liverpool
4-star deluxe contemporary hotel close to
the Liverpool Waterfront with swimming
pool, gym, sauna, restaurant and 194 bright,
air-conditioned rooms with flat-screen
satellite TV, tea & coffee making facilities,
hair dryer and in-room safes & free WiFi.
Convenient for a boogie at the Cavern Club.

*Visit the new Strawberry
Field attraction from
September 2019 along with
a Mersey Ferry Cruise and
a visit to St George’s Hall
for £329pp.
Ask for details

0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com
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The Beautiful Surrey Hills
Stay at the plush Police Federation
HQ in Leatherhead and explore
The Beautiful Surrey Hills visiting
Polesden Lacey, Watts Gallery
& Artists’ Village, chocolate box
villages and exhilarating view points.
Day One: A tour of the remarkable
and modern Guildford Cathedral
with time to buy a light lunch before
checking in for dinner.
Day Two: The Beautiful Surrey Hills
We leave the hotel after breakfast
with the Blue Badge Guide and
head out to explore the Beautiful
Surrey Hills - an Area of Outstanding
Beauty. This is a souped up version of
our popular day trip. The SleepOver
version begins with a drive to the top
of Box Hill for the far reaching views
and to beautiful Shere where the
willow-fringed stream crossing the
High Street has made the village a
top location for romantic film makers:
Bridget Jones and The Holiday are
among the movies filmed here.
With a big cooked breakfast behind
you and a 3-course dinner ahead we
felt that it would suit most folk to buy
a light lunch Guildford.
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In the afternoon we visit Polesden
Lacey: the Edwardian country retreat
where the Queen Mother spent her
honeymoon as the guest of one of
Britain’s richest society hostesses.
The story of Maggie Greville is quite
something. Google Fiona Bruce’s
piece about the house in The
Telegraph for a little insight.
Day Three: Watts Gallery & Artists’
Village Enjoy a comprehensive visit
to this unique Arts & Crafts gem
nestled in the Surrey Hills.
“It is no exaggeration to say
the Watts Cemetery Chapel is one
of the most beautiful, extraordinary,
original, marvellous and magical
buildings in the whole of the
British Isles!” Lucinda Lambton
You’ll visit the home, studio, gallery
and chapel of the great Victorian
artist George Frederick Watts with
a string of guided tours by expert in
house staff. A light lunch is included.
You’ll be ready to head home by 3pm.
Add a third night and include a visit
to RHS Wisley or Brooklands.

3 or 4 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights DBB4* Federation Hotel
3 course, 3 choice evening meals
10 Single rooms free of supplement
Your choice of coach company
Blue Badge Guide for 1 day
Guided tour Guildford Cathedral
Entrance Polesden Lacey (NT)
Entrance, tours & lunch at Watts
Free organiser and up to 1 in 10 free
Free driver half board & 24 hr parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£315pp minimum 25 people
Available Friday/Sat/Sun April - October

THE HOTEL
3* Federation House, Leatherhead
Federation House is the plush £26 million
HQ for the Police Federation of England
& Wales based in the quiet Surrey town
of Leatherhead. The hotel has 55 en suite
rooms with a fresh and contemporary
look. All bedrooms have 26” flat screen
TV, climate control, hair dryers, tea &
coffee making facilities and free WiFi.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

Vernacular Spectacular 					
“There is no town in north Essex –
and very few in England – to equal
in beauty, compactness and
and juxtaposition of mediaeval
Georgian architecture, the town
of Thaxted”.
Sir John Betjeman
Just as the stories of ordinary
people are so often lost in the
noise of royalty and aristocracy
so too is the majesty of vernacular
architecture lost in the shadow
of palaces and churches. Aimed
at U3As, National Trust groups,
Arts Societies and all groups with
a thirst for knowledge. We aim
to redress this imbalance. Stay
Saturday and Sunday night in
beautiful Thaxted. A full day out
in the company of our Blue Badge
Guide exploring the buildings
of Thaxted and the magnificent
Cressing Temple barns is framed
by visits to a 14th century house
in Saffron Walden and an architect
led tour at a phoenix of a Palladian
mansion in Epping.
Day One Saturday: Arrive in
Saffron Walden to buy lunch and
tour a Grade I Listed house that is

0208 692 1133

being painstakingly restored by the
owner, a director of the Society for
the Protection of Ancient Buildings.
Mediaeval and timber-framed
with jettied upper floors it began
life as an inn and is renowned for
exceptional 17th century pargeting.
Check in at 4.30pm. This evening
enjoy a 3-course dinner together.
Day Two Sunday: The Blue Badge
Guide arrives for Vernacular
Spectacular day trip, walking
tour in Thaxted and a visit to the
Cressing Temple Barns as described
on page 30. There will be free
time in Finchingfield for lunch.
In the evening a traditional Sunday
roast for our three-course meal.
Day Three Monday: After breakfast
check out and drive an hour south
to Epping and a Palladian mansion
that was destroyed by fire in 1916,
stripped of anything of value or
merit in the 1950s. Now rising
phoenix like from the ashes, the
Copped Hall project architect
shows us restoration in progress in
the mansion, grand stables and the
walled kitchen garden. There’s tea
& cake before you head home.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

3 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights dinner, bed & breakfast
5 singles without supplement
1 day Blue Badge guided tour
House visit Saffron Walden
Copped Hall tour with coffee & cake
Your choice of coach
Free driver half board & parking
Free Organiser place at min 25
Up to 1 in 10 free
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability insurance

£295pp max 33 people inc 5 singles
Available October to March 2020

THE HOTEL
3* Swan Hotel, Thaxted
This historic coaching inn sits opposite
the church in the picturesque Essex
village of Thaxted. We have booked
all 20 stylishly upgraded bedrooms
offering a mix of twin, double, and
single to accommodate a max of
Rooms are bright, elegant and
airy with crisp white linen sheets,
luxurious 1200 pocket sprung
mattresses and tea & coffee facilities.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Kentish Curios & Curling SleepOver
This fun and fascinating three day
SleepOver is ideal for adventurous
groups who like something a bit
different. And before we go any
further, yes it’s proper curling
and no you don’t have to do the
splits while sliding along the ice!
We combine a day out with a Blue
Badge Guide discovering some
Kentish Curios with the opportunity
to try the sport of curling at England’s
only curling rink.
This trip is available with a Sunday
start from October 2019 through
to the end of March 2020.
Sunday: Check in at the Rose &
Crown in Tonbridge is from 2pm.
Head directly to the hotel or build in
a stop along the way. Windsor Castle
or Hampton Court are good winter
visits, ideal if you are coming on the
M3, M4, M40 or M1 and you’ll easily
be in Tonbridge by 4.30pm with time
to relax and settle in before dinner.
Monday: A day of Kentish Curios with
the Blue Badge Guide. We begin at an
ancient country church with beautiful
stained glass by Marc Chagal and
follow the upper Medway, bank to

bank, one minute Kentishmen the
next Men of Kent. Includes free time
for lunch in West Malling and a tour
of Aylesford Friary. Founded by a
returning Crusader 800 years ago,
the friars were kicked out by Henry
VIII. But they came back after the last
war, building beautiful chapels full of
modern sculpture and decoration.
Tuesday: After breakfast and check
out comes the highlight of the trip –
an introduction to the world of curling
at England’s only curling rink.
You’ll be fully kitted out with special
100% grip curling shoes to make
sure you go curling not flying! And
worry not - you don’t have to get right
down on the ice if your knees and
hips won’t allow for that anymore.
There are even extension poles to
enable wheelchair and rollator users
to join in. A fun beginners training
session before a very entertaining
tournament. Refreshments and
a packed lunch are laid on. You’ll
be ready to head home by 2.00pm
after a really enjoyable morning
full of discoveries and laughter.
Your folk will be talking about
this trip for a long time to come!

3 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights DBB Rose & Crown, Tonbridge
Coaching throughout (within 200 miles)
10 single rooms without supplement
Admission Hampton Court or Windsor
Admission Tudeley Church
Donation Aylesford Friary
1 Day Blue Badge Guide
Exclusive rink hire Curling Experience
–includes training, full kit & games
Sandwich lunch at the Curling Rink
Free organiser & up to one in ten free
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£369pp Minimum 25 people
Selected dates Oct 2019 to March 2020

THE HOTEL

3* Best Western Rose & Crown, Tonbridge
A Tudor coaching inn in an excellent location
on Tonbridge High Street opposite the castle
and public school. Refurbished to a high
standard, old world charm meets modern
comfort in the 56 bedrooms. This hotel is
quaint but comfortable with everything
you’d want in your rooms plus great food.

An ideal adventure
for bowling clubs.
And you really don’t
have to do the splits!
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Black Gold, Cardiff & the Rhondda
The story of Cardiff’s growth from
a small fishing village to when
the ‘black gold’ of the Rhondda
became one of the most valuable
commodities in the world. The
story is told from the perspective
of the Marquis of Bute – the richest
man in the world, the ship owners,
agents and mine owners who met
to make and lose fortunes at the
Coal Exchange, now a luxury hotel
where we stay and, of course, the
coal miners of the Rhondda Valley.
Day One: Arrive lunchtime for a
Blue Badge Guided tour of Cardiff
City, the Bay and our hotel! This
was the Cardiff Coal Exchange
where the price of the world’s
coal was set. In its day it was as
important as the Bank of England.
Today just a few yards from Cardiff
Bay this is a luxury hotel where we
check into deluxe bedrooms, all
with Jacuzzi spa baths. Dinner
is included at the hotel tonight.
Day Two: A free day in Cardiff
including a guided tour at Cardiff
Castle, the extraordinary Victorian
Gothic fantasy palace created

0208 692 1133

from a Roman fort and Norman
castle for the Marquis of Bute.
We’ve left dinner tonight to your
own arrangement giving you the
freedom to stay in the city for a
concert at St David’s Hall or enjoy
a show at the Cardiff Millennium
Centre or dinner in the Cardiff Bay
Quarter just yards from the hotel.
Day Three: Check out after
breakfast. To complete the story
of Black Gold today you will visit
The Rhondda Heritage Park for a
journey underground with a retired
miner and a ride to the surface with
the last dram of coal. This visit is
suitable for poor walkers. There’s
a cafe on site and your visit to
Wales ends with lots of smiles
when your members enjoy thier
own little performance with the
Male Voice Choir we’ve laid on.
Five Day Option September 2019
Push the boat out and stay four
nights at the superlative Exchange
Hotel and enjoy an extended
programme of sightseeing
with visits to the Royal Mint at
Llantrisant and the Wye Valley.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

3 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights B&B at the Exchange Hotel
First night 3-course dinner at the hotel
10 singles without supplement
Your choice of coach company
Driver bed & board and parking
Up to one in ten travel free
Blue Badge Guide 1 day
Admission and guided tour Cardiff Castle
Black Gold tour Rhonnda Heritage Park
Welsh Male Voice Choir!
100 % Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£369p minimum 25 people
Available selected Sunday/Mondays April-Oct

THE HOTEL
The Exchange Hotel. The Grade II* listed
building located in the heart of Cardiff
Bay Filled with rich history and grandeur
throughout, all rooms are deluxe with jacuzzi
baths (there are no walk in showers). Think
gold gilt, plush velvet and a modern Gothic
vibe. The hotel is a few minutes walk from
the Cardiff Millennium Centre and the
Cardiff Bay restaurant quarter. There is a
water taxi from the bay to the city centre.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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The Constable Country SleepOver
“I associate my careless boyhood
with all that lies on the banks of
the Stour. Those scenes made me
a painter”.
John Constable
Characterised by open spaces and
big ever changing skies the Dedham
Vale and Stour Valley embraces one
of our most cherished landscapes.
Explore Constable Country and walk
in the footsteps of a great artist. We
stay with dinner, bed and breakfast
at the swish Stoke by Nayland
golfing and spa hotel.
Day One: Meet the Blue Badge
Tour Guide in Colchester, the
UK’s oldest town for lunch at a
very good Italian restaurant (try
their highly regarded pizzas or
Spaghetti Bolognaise or opt for
a more traditional chicken lunch
with potatoes and veg). Then walk
it off with a gentle guided tour that
includes the Dutch Quarter, Castle
Gardens and the Firstsite Gallery
where the past meets the present.
Check in at the luxurious resort and
enjoy the pool, jacuzzi, sauna or the
elegant ambience of the lounge and
bar before dinner together.
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Day Two: Blue Badge guided tour.
We explore Constable Country
with visits to the interesting church
in Constable’s birthplace of East
Bergholt, Flatford Mill and the wool
town of Dedham. The day includes
a private visit to the Munnings
Museum for the once in a lifetime
exhibition of his Great War paintings
on loan from Canada. You’ll be back
at the hotel with plenty of time to
relax, nap or swim before dinner.
Day Three:
Complete your Constable Country
trip with a visit to the Beth Chatto,
East Bergholt Place, Green Island
Gardens or RHS Hyde Hall. Each
garden has a lot to offer in June.
Please know that our brochure
itineraries are but suggestions.
We welcome requests for tweaks
as well as enquiries for bespoke
tour but we will say only yes if
we have a good knowledge of
the area you want to visit and
we are able to provide the very
best Blue Badge Guides.

3 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights DBB Stoke by Nayland Hotel
3 course, 3 choice dinners
Your choice of coach company
Driver, bed & board and parking
10 Single rooms free of supplement
2-course lunch with coffee in Colchester
Blue Badge Guide for 2 days
Admission Munnings Museum
Garden admission
Free place for the Group Organiser
Up to 1 in 10 free as you fill the coach
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£369pp Minimum 25 people
Available Mon/Tue /Weds June 2019

THE HOTEL
4* Stoke by Nayland Hotel
Idyllically located in the Dedham Vale Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, this swish
80 bed luxury spa hotel is in the countryside
just outside Colchester. The elegant modern
rooms have tea making facilities and air
conditioning. Guests enjoy free use of the
18 metre indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com
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Suffolk Coast & Countryside 				3 days
This three day break will show you
some of the very best of Suffolk with
the added draw of a built in option to
leave your golfers behind to play
the hotel’s championship course
while you enjoy a day out exploring
the Suffolk Coast with a top notch
Blue Badge Tour Guide.
Day One: Arrive from midday at
Sutton Hoo. The National Trust has
spent £4 million transforming the
site, adding an observation tower
with views across the entire burial
site and down to the River Deben.
A new route around the site allows
visitors to walk in the footsteps of
the Anglo-Saxons. The treasure of
Sutton Hoo was uncovered when
the it was suggested by the medium
at a seance held in the land owner
Mrs Pretty’s house. A new exhibition
has been installed in Tranmere House
telling the remarkable story. There is
a restaurant on site for a light lunch.
You’ll arrive at nearby Ufford Park
to check in at 4.00pm so that there is
plenty of time to settle in and explore
before a 3-choice, 3-course dinner
is served in the evening. Bring your
costumes and enjoy a splash in the

0208 692 1133

pool and a lounge in the sauna,
steam and Jacuzzi.
Day Two: Suffolk Coast Tour with
the Blue Badge Guide. We begin
in riverside Woodbridge with boat
building, sail and rope making that
dates back to the Middle Ages. Next
to Aldeburgh where the Moot Hall,
once in the town centre, now teeters
at the water’s edge. A lovely drive via
the House in the Clouds takes us to
Edwardian Southwold where candy
coloured beach huts line the shore.
We’ll have 3 hours here to enjoy
this elegant town. Golfers can stay
behind to play the championship golf
course for which option green fees of
£30pp payable on booking the trip.
Day Three: After a leisurely
breakfast and check out a short
drive to Old Waldringfield for a 90
minute cruise along the River Deben.
Includes elevenses. Call in at the
Suffolk Food Hall with panoramic
views across the River Orwell to
buy a light lunch and enjoy a stroll
through this showcase for Suffolk
foods and maybe take something
home for your tea? You’ll be all set
to start heading home at 3.00pm

info@cityandvillagetours.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights at the 4* Ufford Park Hotel
10 single rooms without supplement
3-choice, 3-course dinners each night
Cooked breakfasts each morning
Your choice of coach
Free organiser and up to 1 in 10 free
Admission Sutton Hoo (NT)
1 day with Blue Badge Tour Guide
Visit Woodbridge
Visits to Aldeburgh and Southwold
90 minute River Deben Cruise
Visit to Suffolk Food Hall
Free drivers half board & parking

£339pp Minimum 25 people
Full for 2019. Booking now for 2020

THE HOTEL

Ufford Park 4* Golf & Spa Resort, Woodbridge
Set in 120 acres of historic parkland with
views over the Deben Valley this 90 bedroom
low rise hotel has a fitness suite and indoor
swimming pool as well as an undulating
18-hole championship, par-71 golf course, as
used by the PGA EuroPro Tour, and two-tier
floodlit driving range with heated bays.
Low rise hotel with lifts.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Hidden London Interiors SleepOver
This 3 day trip is based at the
Clarendon on Blackheath. Just
eight miles from Trafalgar Square
it’s an ideal London base without
the hustle, bustle and noise of
staying in the centre. Led on two
days by a Blue Badge Guide we
open the door on some of the
Capital’s most beautiful
Hidden Interiors including:
The London Charterhouse
Originally a Carthusian monastery
founded on the site of a Black
Death plague pit the Charterhouse
has been a tranquil home to a
community of Brothers since 1611.
Royal Hospital Chelsea
The Scarlet Tour of Wren’s
beautiful buildings in the company
of resident Chelsea Pensioners.
The St Pancras Renaissance Hotel
The fascinating story of the hotel’s
rise, fall and rise again is brought
to life during a an historic journey
through the most spectacular parts
of the former Midland Grand Hotel.
Two Temple Place - Astor House
Victorian neo-Gothic riverside
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home and office of William
Waldorf Astor. Each year The
Bulldog Trust showcase publicly
- owned collections from around
the UK. - beautifully curated to
respond. Jan to late April only.
Joseph Balzalgette’s Cathedral
of Sewage (Crossness Engines)
Grand and ornate building and
built to house huge beam engines
after The Great Stink of 1858.
April to October only.
The London Silver Vaults
When London’s wealthy elite
decamped to the country
they needed a safe place to
store the household silver.
Other options include the Churchill
War Rooms, Leighton House, Middle
Temple Hall, Freemasons Hall.
Visits will be beautifully curated
into a three day break tailored by
group and will vary in content and
order according to when you come.
The example package price is a
Sunday start including 20 singles
without supplement. Mdweek stays
are available with 10-15 singles.

3 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights 3* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Up to 20 singles without supplement
Your choice of coach with parking
Blue Badge Tour Guide 2 days
All admission fees (bespoke)
Free organiser place across the tour
Free driver room, meals & parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance
Based on minimum 25 people

Prices vary according to visits included, the
example price includes lunch at Crossness,
Silver Vaults, St Pancras Hotel or Royal
Hospital Chelsea and London Charterhouse.

£349pp Minimum 25 people
Sunday start all year

THE HOTEL
The 3* Clarendon Hotel, Blackheath
A row of handsome eighteenth century
residences with commanding views across
Blackheath to Royal Greenwich Park and
20th century additions to the rear of the
hotel. 175 rooms. Walled garden. The
Clarendon Hotel has been independently
owned by the same family for over 50 years.
The housekeeping is impeccable.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com
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Oxford & The Cotswolds
This three day SleepOver based in
a stylish modern hotel just outside
Witney combines a visit to Blenheim
Castle with two popular City &
Village Tours itineraries: Downton
Abbey Country and Oxford, the
Isis and Iffley.
Day One: Arrive in Witney,
Oxfordshire to meet the Blue Badge
Guide at midday for a two-course
carvery lunch with coffee. This
afternoon we are going to show you
the Downton Abbey outdoor filming
locations starting with a visit to the
ancient village of Bampton. This is
Downton Village and here we see
Isobel Crawford’s house, the
Downton Cottage Hospital and
that pesky cottage that caused Mrs
Patmore so much grief. We also visit
Yew Tree Farm – the wonderful
Cogges Manor Farm, which is so old
that the first owner was sewn into
the Bayeaux Tapestry. Even those
who’ve never seen the programme
will enjoy our tour of the beautiful
Oxfordshire Cotswolds.
Check in to the hotel and relax
before dinner. There’s a swimming
pool, steam room and sauna.

3 days

Day Two: Today in Oxford you’ll see
a lot without walking too far in the
company of Blue Badge Guide.
The tour is peppered with a wealth
of entertaining anecdote of town
and gown, of celebrated eccentrics
and beautiful buildings. You’ll see
the Radcliffe Camera, the Sheldonian,
the Bodleian Library & go inside
an Oxford College to see what life
is like for the students.
After free time for lunch on The
High we take a little cruise on the
Isis, as the Thames is known in
Oxford, to visit the hidden village
of Iffley. Here we find a remarkable
Romanesque church with a John
Piper window. Back to the hotel for
the second of our evening dinners.
Day Three: After breakfast and
check out it’s a short drive to
Blenheim Palace. Your tickets
include a range of experiences
and tours that members can
choose to suit them on the day.
There is a restaurant on site to
buy lunch before beginning the
drive home at 2.30pm or a time
to suit you.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 nights DBB at the 4* Witney Oxford
10 singles free of single supplement
Your choice of coach
Free organiser & up to 1 in 10 free
Free driver room, meals and parking
Blue Badge Guide for 2 days
Absolutely all entrance fees
Return river cruises Oxford to Iffley
2-Course carvery lunch day one
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£395pp Based on minimum 25 people
Available starting Sundays all year

THE HOTEL
4* Witney Oxford Hotel
This is a lovely hotel. Built in the old
Cotswold style this modern hotel has
90 bedrooms. There is an array of
amenities including free Wi-Fi and tea
and coffee facilities. Superb leisure
facilities include a heated swimming
pool, spa bath, steam room and sauna.

Itinerary
Tweaks
Are Always
Welcome

0208 692 1133
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An
AnEssex
Essex Christmas
Jazz Christmas -4withdays
antiques & gardening
Here is a splendid programme of
activities, entertainments and tours
to bring your folk together for a very
enjoyable four days before Christmas
Stay three nights at the Park Inn by
Radisson Palace, Southend on Sea
and enjoy Finders Keepers - our
antiques hunting game, a day out
with a top notch Blue Badge Tour
and a gardening masterclass at
RHS Hyde Hall. On the last evening,
there’s a Gala Dinner and private
performance of A Brief History
of Jazz with the excellent Paul
Higgs Quartet.
Day One: Arrive Battlesbridge
Antiques Centre midway between
Chelmsford and Southend. There
are 80 antiques dealers and a hotch
potch of cafés and a micro-brewery
for a light bite housed in a variety of
old buildings and courtyards. You’ll
be given a game briefing and a crisp
tenner each to head off treasure
hunting, either on your own or you
can team up with others and pool
your money. Then to the hotel and
after dinner, the expert returns for
an after dinner talk and valuations
to find the winner. (see page 110)
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Day Two: Today with the Blue Badge
Tour Guide we explore a landscape
of lonely creeks, wide horizons and
huge skies. The Denge is to Essex
what the Romney Marsh is to Kent.
An optional ten minute walk to a
smugglers’ chapel, free time for lunch
in yachty Burnham-on-Crouch and a
visit to Old Leigh where the cockling
trade still thrives. Dinner together
tonight with lots to talk about.
Day Three:
Free day today. Have a lie in and a
leisurely breakfast before exploring
Southend. There are seven miles of
beaches and the pier for the walkers,
the museum and art galleries for the
bohemians, the penny slots in the
Kuursal for the nostalgic and plenty
of pubs and restaurants for the
sybarites. This evening a Gala
Dinner with the Paul Higgs Quartet
with A Brief History of Jazz. Please
see page 106 for show information.
Day Four: One last treat. A visit and
gardening masterclass at RHS Hyde
Hall on how to up the interest in
your garden in winter. There’s a really
good cafe restaurant on site for lunch
before heading home at 2.30pm.

4 days

• 3 nights 4* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
•
Yourhire
choice
of to
coach
coach
with up
one incompany
ten travelling free.
• 15 single rooms free of supplement
• Blue Badge Tour Guide 1 day
• Finders Keepers Antique Hunt Game
• Crisp tenner for antiques game
• RHS Hyde Hall with Master Class
• A Brief History of Jazz Gala Dinner
• Free organiser place across the tour
• Up to 1 in 10 free as you fill the coach
• Driver room, meals & parking
• 100% Passenger Payment Protection
• Free GTO Liability Insurance

coach hire with up to one in ten travelling free.

£XXXppMinimum 25 people
£449pp
First night isXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Sunday Nov & Dec 2019 & 2020

THE HOTEL
The stylish 4* Park inn by Radisson Palace stands
on Southend’s Western Esplanade looking out over
the Sea which is what they call the Thames here.
The 137 colourful hotel rooms have free Wi-Fi, flat
screen TVs, Dove toiletries and fantastic views.
Breakfast and dinner are served in the bright and
modern sea view restaurant. Great location for
shops, theatres and the Pier. Actually Southend
is rather good fun and a great winter destination.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

A Kentish & Cockney Christmas
This is 100% not turkey & tinsel.
It’s a beautifully crafted 4 day
pre-Christmas break for groups
who’d like to spend a few days
together with a festive feel but
don’t want to be made to pull
crackers in November! Enjoy two
days out with a top notch Blue
Badge Guide, a Behind the Scenes
Tour, some free time locally and a
Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner
Day One: Monday Midday - From
the Devil to the Deep Blue Sea. Meet
our Blue Badge Guide in the beautiful
village of Wye (just off the M20) for
a 2-course lunch with coffee. To hell
with the motorway! We are going to
head to the sea on exciting roads with
breathtaking views across the Kent
Downs including the spectacular
Devil’s Kneading Trough. Check in
at this superb, refurbished 4* hotel
ready for dinner.
Day Two: Tuesday - Rye & The
Romney Marsh with the Blue Badge
Guide. Includes the beautiful Marsh
churches, eerie Dungeness, a fish &
chip lunch at the legendary Pilot Inn,
free time in Rye and some Marsh

0208 692 1133

ghost stories and one England’s
most unique pubs on the way back.
Day Three: Wednesday - Free time
this morning to do your own thing.
Walk along the Leas to the Old
Harbour and explore the Old Fish
Market. We’ve laid on lunch and a
fascinating Behind the Scenes tour
at the Grand Hotel on the Leas,
two minutes from our hotel.
Built in the Downton Abbey age
as gentlemen’s residential chambers
it was the High Society place to
be seen when Edward VII started
bringing his mistress here.
Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner
Our finale Cockney Gala Dinner is a
joyously entertaining evening in the
ballroom with the excellent Cockney
performer Gordon Bennett (think
Max Miller meets Chas & Dave with
keyboards, ukulele and Cockney
spoons). A proper Cockney knees up
with sing-a-longs, dancing and lots
of laughs because the Okey Cokey
really is what it’s all about.
Day Four: Thursday - Check out.
Visit Ashford Designer Outlet or
Canterbury before heading home.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

4 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 night 4* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
Your choice of coach company
10 single rooms free of supplement
Blue Badge Tour Guide 2 days
All admission fees & 2 lunches
Cockney Christmas Gala Dinner
Grand Hotel Behind the Scenes tour
Free organiser place across the tour
Up to 1 in 10 travel free
Driver room, meals & parking
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£429pp Based on minimum 25 people
Available November 2019

THE HOTEL
The 4* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone
This is a cracking 4* Best Western Plus
family run hotel. The 60 room Edwardian
hotel is in the upmarket West End of
Folkestone just off the famous Leas with
a pleasant walk along to the beaches, old
harbour arm and fish market. Immaculate
housekeeping and a great staff.
See the Render Report on page 72

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Another Island - Isle of Wight off the beaten track
We’ve been taking groups to the Isle
of Wight on day trips for more than
a decade. For 2019 and 2020 we are
going off the beaten track with an
interesting new itinerary. Please note
that on the Isle of Wight single rooms
are at a real premium so this holiday
will best suit groups where singles
don’t mind sharing twin rooms. This
five day break includes ferry crossings and our coach from the Isle of
Wight, who comes and gets you. Not
only do they know the Island like the
back of their hand - you only pay for
four days coach
hire - saving money on the rest day.
The hotel faces Sandown’s golden
beach with evening entertainment.
Day One: After a late morning ferry
crossing enjoy a three hour visit to
Queen Victoria’s beloved summer
home Osborne House furnished with
money raised by selling off the Royal
Pavilion at Brighton.
Arrive at the hotel by 4.30pm and
check in with complimentary tea
& coffee. Each night a three-course,
three-choice dinner with coffee is
served in the hotel.
Day Two: 10.00am to 4.30pm
The Artistic & Literary Island (North
& East). Badge Guide begins with an
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5 days

exhilarating Island panoramic
taking in downlands and soaring
cliffs, fishing villages, long beaches
and farms fringed by woodland.
Visits will be made to Victorian
pioneer of photography Julia
Margaret Cameron’s Dimbola Lodge
and Lord Tennyson’s Farringford
House. We will stop in Yarmouth
for free time for lunch today.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day Three: Free day. Enjoy the
beautiful sandy beach that faces
the hotel or take the train to Ryde,
or Shanklin.

The price includes our coach and one free
place. This saves you a day’s coach hire

Day Four: 9.30am to 4.30pm
The Blue Badge Guide joins us once
more to explore the West and North
Island. We’ll show you the beautiful
village of Godshill, yachty Cowes
with a visit to the eclectic Max Aitken
Museum, Queen Victoria’s family
church at Whippingham and stop on
the way back for tea at Quarr Abbey.
Day Five: After breakfast we check
out and enjoy one final visit to the
Brading Roman Villa famous for a
sacred bathing pool and Gallus, the
cockerel-headed man, there’s a cafe
here for refreshments before an
early afternoon ferry crossing.

4 nights DBB at the 3* Trouville Hotel
Porterage and tea & coffee on arrival
Our executive coach throughout
Return Ferry Crossings
5 Single rooms free of supplement
2 days with the Blue Badge Guide
Absolutely all admissions
Free organiser place & liability insurance
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£559pp Minimum 25 people
Available 2019 and 2020

THE HOTEL
3* Trouville Hotel, Esplanade, Sandown
Popular seafront hotel facing the gorgeous
sandy beach. Most of the 88 cosy and
functional rooms have sea views and all are
accessed by lift. Excellent housekeeping,
service and food. 4 lanes of short mat bowls.
Music and dancing in the hotel’s stylish
ballroom - the largest on the island. Guests
enjoy complimentary tea & coffee on arrival.
All twin and double rooms have a glorious
and uninterrupted sea view.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com
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Sissinghurst & The Cinque Ports		
This five-day break explores the Kent
coast and countryside with visits to
Walmer Castle and the White Cliffs,
the Battle of Britain Memorial, Deal
and the Romney Marsh with a ride
on the famous miniature railway and
fish & chips at the legendary Pilot Inn,
Dungeness. Plus two treasures of
the Kent countryside – Sissinghurst
Castle & the Port Lympne Reserve.
Day One: En route to the coast stop
for a midday light lunch and visit at
Sissinghurst Castle. The Grade I
listed garden is operated by the
National Trust so is free for members.
Arrive at the hotel by 4.00pm to
check in and relax before dinner
is served.
Day Two: With the Blue Badge Guide
we visit The Kent Downs & Battle of
Britain Memorial, enjoy panoramic
views from the White Cliffs of Dover,
stop in unspoilt Deal for free time to
buy lunch and explore Walmer Castle.
This is more like a little stately home
than a castle with beautiful gardens.
English Heritage have free entry here.
Day Three: Free day – enjoy
Folkestone and the surrounding area.

0208 692 1133

Walk along the Leas to the Old Town,
sit on the beach and try the seafood
in the Old Fish Market. Bring your
binoculars for a day at RSPB
Dungeness or visit Canterbury
(both are easy by public bus
from Folkestone).
Day Four: Rye & The Romney Marsh
with the Blue Badge guide including
the mediaeval marsh churches, a ride
on the miniature railway and a visit
to Dungeness to see the unique mix
of fishermen’s cottages and homes.
Fresh fish & chips are served at the
legendary Pilot Inn before an
afternoon exploring lovely Rye.
Day Five: End on a high point with
an exhilarating safari at Port Lympne,
with far reaching views across the
Romney Marsh and out to sea.
This important breeding sanctuary
returns endangered species to the
wild including black rhinos and
gorillas. This visit will send you all
home with broad smiles. There’s
time to see the gorillas at feeding
time, visit the big cats and the little
meerkats and buy a light lunch before
beginning the drive home at 3.00pm.f

info@cityandvillagetours.com

5 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Coach travel throughout
It’s your choice of coach company
15 Single rooms without supplement
4 nights 3* Burlington Hotel, Folkestone
Dinner, bed and breakfast each day
2 days with the Blue Badge Guide
Free driver half board accommodation
Absolutely all admissions and train fares
Fish & Chip lunch at the Pilot Inn
Free place for the group organiser
Up to 1 in 10 travel free
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£595pp Inc coach, all admissions & guide
Available throughout 2019 & booking for 2020

THE HOTEL
The 4* Burlington hotel is a family run hotel.
Newly refurbished, the housekeeping is
immaculate and the 60 bedrooms come with
the usual in room amenities. Situated on the
famous Leas, its a pleasant walk along to
Sandown in one direction and the Old Town
in the other with Victorian Zig-Zag gardens
leading down to the beaches.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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The Peak District					
OK we admit it. We like fine hotels
and really good days out. If day one
and five don’t work for your direction
of travel we will bespoke alternatives
for you. Other hotels are available.
Day One: Stop for elevenses at the
World of Wedgwood in Stoke on
Trent and visit the V&A Museum.
Arrive Buxton with time to explore
the town or rest before dinner.
Day Two: The Blue Badge Guide will
take you on a little tour of beautiful
Buxton before heading out into the
Peak District National Park and some
of England’s most beautiful scenery.
It’s Market Day in Bakewell so we’ll
stop to buy lunch and surround
ourselves with Peak people. Jane
Austen stayed in Bakewell when
writing Pride & Prejudice. 200 years
later the Colin Firth film was shot in
the area including at Haddon Hall
“the most perfect house to survive
from the middle ages”. We’re going
to enjoy the Lights, Camera, Action
Tour at Haddon exploring this
romantic property film by film.
Back to the hotel for a little lie
down before dinner together.
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Day Three: No need to hurry this
morning. Have a lie in or a tootle
around this beautiful town before
joining the coach at 1.00pm to drive
to Chatsworth House. - Built by Bess
of Hardwick and now the seat of the
Dukes of Devonshire we’ll have a one
hour guided tour plus free time to
enjoy the gardens.
Day Four: Today with the Guide
we concentrate on the High Peaks
with a scenic coach tour including
the Snake Pass and the Ladybower
Reservoir - famed as a practice area
for the WWII Dambuster crews. We
stop in Castleton where the famous
Blue John stone is mined and visit the
Eyam plague village. On the way back
to the hotel we’ll stop in small but
perfectly formed Tideswell to visit
the Cathedral of the Peaks.
Day Five: Check out and visit Calke
Abbey “the un-stately home”. The
eccentric Harpur family spurned
modern conveniences and had a bit
of a fondness for hoarding. The
National Trust present both house
and collection as they found them
in the 1980s. Fascinating stuff.

5 days
• 4 nights DBB Old Hall Hotel
• 10 single rooms free of supplement
• Your choice of coach company
• Two days with a Blue Badge Guide
• All entrance fees
• Free place for the Group Organiser
• Up to 1 in 10 free if you fill the coach
• Free driver half board & 24 hr parking
• 100% Passenger Payment Protection
• Free GTO Liability Insurance
•
Remember to let us know if your members
have National Trust cards.

£675pp Minimum 25 people
Available throughout 2019 & 2020

THE HOTEL
3 * Old Hall Hotel Buxton 3 star? Really?
This is a luxury hotel and you’d be hard
pressed to stop yourself oohing and aahing
when you check in to this 16th hotel.
Directly opposite the beautiful Pavilion
Gardens and the famous Buxton Opera
House you are in the heart of this beautiful
town high in the Peak District. With your
group occupying most of the 30 rooms it
will feel very special indeed. Is it worth
that extra few bob. Oh yes! Indeed it is.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com
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A Story of Suffolk 					
This is a great trip. Over five days
you’ll take in some of the very best of
Suffolk and all at an enjoyable, gentle
pace. You’ll stay at Suffolk’s finest
hotel set in 120 acres of stunning
historic parkland and surrounded
by beautifully peaceful countryside.
There’s the added draw of the hotel’s
championship golf course and driving
range as well as days out exploring
the Suffolk Coast with a top notch
Blue Badge Tour Guide.
Day One: Arrive from midday at
Sutton Hoo (NT). You can buy a light
lunch on site. A new observation
tower gives views across the burial
site and down to the River Deben.
and a new exhibition in Mrs Pretty’s
Tranmere House tells the story of
the discovery. You’ll arrive at nearby
Ufford Park to check in at 4.00pm
so that there is plenty of time to
settle in and explore before dinner
is served in the evening. Bring your
costumes there’s a pool, steam room,
sauna and Jacuzzi to enjoy.
Day Two: The Three Rivers Tour.
With the Blue Badge Guide visit
the Stour and the Orwell and enjoy
a 90 minute cruise on the River

0208 692 1133

Deben. The day includes a visit to the
Museum of HMS Ganges where boys
were made into men,
Day Three: A free morning to relax
or play golf (ask about discounted
pitch fees when you book). And then
a drive out for fish & chips at the
iconic Dunwich Tea Rooms and some
free time in beautiful Southwold.
Day Four: A Suffolk Symphony.
A great day out with a top notch
Blue Badge Guide in the footsteps
of Benjamin Britten. We visit Snape
Maltings to see the concert hall,
Aldeburgh to see the John Piper
memorial window at the church and
Maggi Hambling’s scallop tribute on
the fishermen’s beach. To round off
a splendid day out we visit Britten’s
beloved Red House where he spent
many happy years with his partner
and co-creator of the Aldeburgh
Festival, the tenor Peter Pears.
Day Five: Breakfast and check
out this morning. Choose one final
visit according to your route home.
Maybe Cambridge or Colchester?
We’ll bespoke this day with you.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

		5 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 nights at the 4* Ufford Park Hotel
10 single rooms without supplement
3-choice, 3-course dinners each night
Your choice of coach company
Free organiser and up to 1 in 10 free
Two days with Blue Badge Tour Guide
All admissions (NB Sutton Hoo is NT)
90 minute River Deben Cruise
Flora Tea Rooms fish & chip lunch
Visit to Suffolk Food Hall
Driver half board, parking & tips
100% Passenger Payment Protection
GTO Liability Insurance

£595pp Minimum 25 people
Booking now for 2019 & 2020

THE HOTEL
Ufford Park 4* Golf & Spa Resort,
Woodbridge. Set in 120 acres of historic
parkland with views over the Deben Valley
this 90 bedroom low rise hotel has a fitness
suite and indoor swimming pool as well
as an undulating 18-hole championship,
par-71 golf course, as used by the PGA
EuroPro Tour, and two-tier floodlit
driving range with heated bays.

www.cityandvillagetours.com

SleepOvers
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The Northumberland Coast		
We stay on the outskirts of Berwick
on Tweed in a Georgian country
house set in 15 acres of beautiful
gardens. With just 19 rooms this is an
elegant and intimate family run hotel.
After dinner take a 15 minute stroll
along the cliff tops to the Scottish
border. But you can come back for a
Scottish Borders & Edinburgh Break
(and believe me, you will want to
come back) - this week is all about
Northumbria.
Day One: En route we visit
Brodsworth Hall and Gardens near
Doncaster (English Heritage). The
1860’s Hall is in the Italianate style
like a mini Osborne House. The
‘grand gardens in miniature’, have
been restored to their Victorian
splendour and on Summer Sundays
a Yorkshire brass band plays.
Bring a picnic and a fold up chair.
We arrive at Marshall Meadows
Country House Hotel to a warm
welcome ready for dinner.
Day Two: With the Blue Badge Guide
we visit Bamburgh and the Grace
Darling Museum and take a cruise
round the Farne Islands to see the
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puffins, sea birds and grey seals.
We go ashore on Holy Island at high
tide when there are far fewer people
about to visit Lindisfarne Prior
and experience the serenity of this
spiritual and magical place.
Day Three: Alnwick Castle, second
largest inhabited castle in England
has been home to the Dukes of
Northumberland for over 700 years.
The Alnwick Garden was created by
the Duchess. A guided tour of the
Poison Garden is arranged.
Day Four: Rest day. Optional trip into
Berwick, the most northern town in
England fought over between the
English and the Scots for centuries.
It’s market Day so soak up the local
atmosphere. Cliff-top and riverside
walks, Tweed River cruises, long
sandy beaches, and Lowry Art Trail.
Day Five: We will bespoke a way
home lunchtime visit for your group.
For example heading South? Visit
magnificent Hardwick Hall (NT) built
by Tudor new money, Bess Hardwick
Been there, done that? Ask about
Northumbria off the beaten track.

5 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
5-10 Single rooms free of supplement
Your choice of coach company
Blue Badge Tour Guide for 2 days
All admissions
Farne Islands & Holy Island Cruise
Free Group Organiser Place
One extra free place with 33 people
Free driver bed and board
Overnight coach parking throughout
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£695pp Minimum 25 people
Available June & July 2019 & 2020 for the puffins

THE HOTEL
3* Marshall Meadows Country House Hotel
This handsome Georgian house has been
sensitively extended to house 19 delightful
bedrooms. Bring a maximum of 33 people,
including 5 singles or up to 28 people with
10 singles and this becomes an exclusive
country house holiday just for your group.
Larger groups can opt to stay at the
Bamburgh Castle inn at Seahouses.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

Hadrian’s Wall, Beamish & Durham		
This great value five day holiday
has a lot going for it. It’s designed
for groups who want to really get a
flavour of the area they are visiting
without walking their feet off. There
are two days with a top notch Blue
Badge Guide exploring Hadrian’s Wall
one day and Durham and the Durham
Heritage Coast on the other. There’s
a free day to relax with the option
to visit Newcastle plus a visit to
Beamish Open Air Museum. And on
the way? Well it depends where you
are coming from. We’ll work with you
to make a good plan. Coming from the
South, the Royal Armouries at Leeds
is a good pick. It is free to visit and
has entertaining daily demonstrations
Day One: Break the journey with
regular comfort stops and a visit and
or stop to buy lunch. Aim to arrive
mid to late afternoon with time to
settle in before the first of our
evening dinners together.
Day Two: With the Blue Badge Tour
Guide we explore Hadrian’s Wall with
a very scenic drive coupled with visits
to Corbridge Roman Town (EH) and
Vindolanda where the extraordinary

0208 692 1133

Vindolanda Writing Tablets were
discovered. We’ll begin with a
Newcastle panoramic coach tour
(during which will show you the lie of
the land to help you prepare for your
optional visit tomorrow) and stop
for free time for lunch in Hexham.
Day Three: Relax at the hotel, swim,
read, snooze, get steamy in the sauna
or hop on the coach for optional free
time in Newcastle today.
Day Four: With the Blue Badge
Tour Guide we visit Durham and
the Durham Heritage Coast and
Catherine Cookson Country.
he Durham visit includes a visit
to the Cathedral with the Open
Treasures exhibition.
Day Five: Check out after breakfast
and take the 45 minute drive South
to Beamish. This world famous open
air museum tells the story of life in
the North in the 1820s, 1900s and
1940s. Costumed folk bring to life
the Town, Pit Village, Home Farm
and Pockerley Old Hall. You can buy
lunch on site and begin your journey
home shortly after lunch or to suit.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

5 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
15 Single rooms free of supplement
Your choice of coach company
Driver bed & board, parking & tips
Blue Badge Tour Guide for 2 days
All Admissions
Free Group Organiser Place
Driver bed & board, parking and tips
Up to 1 in 10 free as you fill coach
100% Passenger Payment Protection
Free GTO Liability Insurance

£515pp Minimum 25 people
Booking now for June/July & August 2020

THE HOTEL

4* Holiday Inn, Gosforth Park
To be totally honest, we weren’t too sure about
the look of this hotel, but , if we’ve learned
anything in thirty years it’s the old books and
covers thing. So our MD did what she does she mystery shopped it! Set in 18 acres in a quiet
spot outside Newcastle it is a great location for
this tour. The staff are friendly, the food is very
good and the light and spacious rooms have
everything you want. It’s a winner for groups
with big lounges and bars and a super pool.

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Summing up the City &
SleepOvers are our short
breaks of one to four
nights in the UK for groups
of 25 or more people.
If you have seen days out
in our brochures over the
years that you like the look
of but they are just too far
for your group to enjoy as
a day trip now you can
come and SleepOver.
SleepOvers are as easy to
book as our day trips and
you’ll never risk a penny
of your group’s money.
Enjoy a SleepOver with
the experts in what you
do when you get there.
We create original and
entertaining itineraries
with our team of top notch
Blue Badge guides and then
hand pick well run and
interesting hotels that
you’ll love as much
as our days out.

The Price You See is
What You Pay - There
Are No Hidden Extras
What you see on the page is
exactly what you will pay.
For the sightseeing elements
absolutely all admissions are
included and all guides are top
notch Blue Badge Tour Guides.
There’s none of this prices from
business - you won’t ever call
us to find that the price in the
brochure is only available
if you come in February.
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Free Organiser Place
& Looking After Your
Coach Driver
Prices are for a minimum 25
people and there is always
a free place for the organiser.
All SleepOvers include bed
and board and overnight
parking for your driver.

Prices include up to
Twenty Single Rooms
Free of Supplement
With up to twenty rooms
for singles included free of
supplement you won’t end
up chopping up your free
place to offset the cost
for your single travellers.

Your Members Money
is 100% Safe With Us
100% ABTA approved
Passenger Payment
Protection means that
every penny of your
members’ money is fully
covered in full compliance
with the Package Travel
Regulations.

Your Peace of Mind
We also include free Group
Travel Organiser Liability
Insurance on every trip.
While you are away you
will have a 24 emergency
contact number so you
can always reach us.

Village Tours SleepOver
We are taking SleepOver bookings for all dates
in 2019 and through into 2020 and beyond...
How to Book a SleepOver
59-8 Days Before Departure: Cancellations

Day One: Initial Reservation
Reserve a SleepOver with a £100 deposit per group
which is refundable in full right up to 120 days before
the departure. Book your own coach or ask for a quote
including coaching. We can book your favourite coach
company and driver to bring every penny of your
member’s money under the one umbrella of our 100%
Passenger Payment Protection and you’ll benefit from
additional free places. Once you’ve paid the £100
deposit we’ll make 4-page colour mini- brochures for
your members describing the trip and hotel in detail
with lots of lovely photographs.

120 Days: Individual Deposits
120 days before the trip if you do not wish to proceed
your deposit will be refunded in full. To go ahead we’ll
now ask for individual deposits of £50pp for SleepOvers
up to £300pp in value or £100pp for a SleepOver over
£300pp. If any individual cancels from now up to 60
days before the holiday when the balance falls due
we will refund their deposit less an admin charge of
£5pp so long as 25 people remain on the booking.

Some refunds for cancellation within this period may be
available and are limited to admission fees, boat and train
fares and day trip lunches. Refunds for theatre tickets can
be made up to 42 days before the performance date.

Less Than 7 Days Before Departure Date
No refunds are available.

Rooming Lists & Final Names
The rooming list is required with final payment but names
and tour payments are transferable between individuals
right up to the date of departure subject to an admin fee
of £25 per amendment.

Booking Less Than 120 Days Before Departure
For SleepOvers booked less than 120 days before the
departure date individual deposits will be required at the
time of booking. For SleepOvers booked less than 60 days
before the departure date full payment will be required
at the time of booking.

Feel free to call us and talk through the whole
process of booking a SleepOver for your group.

60 Days Before Departure:
Paying the balance
The final balance is due 60 days before departure.
Latecomers are welcome after this time subject to
availability and receipt of payment in full.

Refundable Deposits
To reserve a SleepOver for
your group all you have to
do is pay a deposit of £100
- that’s just one payment
to cover the whole group.
The £100 group deposit is
100% refundable right up
until 120 days (4 months)
before departure at which
point you can either cancel
and have every penny of the
group deposit back or pay
individual deposits to move
forward with the booking
for your group. So you’ll
never risk losing a penny
of your groups’ money.

Entirely Free Colour
Mini-Brochures to
Help Promote the Trip
Once you’ve paid the group
deposit we’ll send you as
many personalised free
colour mini-brochures as
you need to encourage
your members to sign up.
Our attractive brochures
describe the SleepOver in
detail with descriptions
and photographs of the
hotel and the places you’ll
visit while you’re away.

EYour Coach or Ours
Book your own coach and
we’ll always provide bed
& board for your driver as
well as overnight parking.
Some SleepOvers include the
coach (max 250 miles from
hotel). On some 5-day
holidays this saves you money
because you don’t pay for
the coach to sit idle on the
free day in resort when it
isn’t needed.
Many SleepOvers include
your choice of coach company.
This will bring every penny of
your members’ money under
our 100% Passenger Payment
Protection. And if we book
your coach company you’ll
get extra free places so that
if you fill the coach as many
as one in ten travel free.
The extra free places come
at 31, 37, 43 and 49th place.
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The

WEST END
THEATRE

Range

When you book selected West End Musicals with City & Village Tours you don’t
have to pay for the tickets until four weeks before you go. So you never have to
take a punt with group funds. Book theatre tickets only or combine the show with
a three-course hotel carvery meal with coffee or our Fish & Chip Feast - some of
the best fish & chips in London served with mushy peas, cheesecake or ice cream,
tea or coffee and a glass of Prosecco.
We are also the pioneers of the Jam Buster West End Matinee.
Forget about eating a big lunchtime meal which will have your members
struggling to keep their eyes open during the show. Forget coming out
of the show and fighting your way home in the rush hour.
Play it smart and book a City & Village Tours Jam Buster. Come into London
around 1.00pm and grab a coffee and a sticky bun near the theatre. Enjoy the
show, bright eyed and bushy tailed, and then, when you come out of the theatre
at the height of the rush hour, let them get on with it while you disappear into a
swish hotel for a carvery meal or our fish & chip restaurant with lots to talk about.
Then drive home on emptier roads. And, best of all, when you get home there’s
no supper to make! Just take out the bins, kick off your shoes, bit of news
headlines and bed. All together now – wouldn’t it be loverley!
Sample Prices:
Mamma Mia tickets only £39
Mamma with Fish & Chip Feast £55
Mamma Mia with 3-course Hotel Carvery £59

Find Out More...
For up to date info on available Matinee Shows
Call 0208 692 1133
Email info@cityandvillagetours.com
Or visit www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Pay for your
theatre tickets
just 4 weeks
before you come

How Our West End Theatre
Trips Work
The Nitty Gritty
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reserve tickets without deposit
All tickets are top price stalls and dress circle
For selected musicals pay four weeks before the show
Buy all or just some of the reserved tickets
If you need to cancel you don’t lose a penny
Tickets are posted to you - no Box Office queues

Book Your West End Tickets Now
& Pay Nothing Until a Month Before You Go

Call Now on 0208 692 1133
99

How Our Matinee Shows Work
The Nitty Gritty
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book your group with a 100% refundable £100 deposit
Afternoons run from Midday to 3.30pm
2nd show Don’t Panic runs 5.00pm to 8.30pm
All seating is reserved
Pay one week before the show
Cash bar with reasonable prices
Level access and accessible loo
Free on site coach parking for all shows
Venue is outside the ULEZ
Events can only be booked via City & Village Tours

Call us on 0208 692 1133

100
100

Day Trips

www.cityandvillagetours.com

info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

The
MATINEE SHOW
Range

We’ve been offering Matinee Shows for 12 years. Our venue is the Tereza Joanne,
a very big boat, permanently moored in the Royal Docks in London’s East End
about five minutes from the Brick Lane Music Hall. With level access and free
coach parking on site this a wonderfully spacious venue with reasonably priced
bar drinks, friendly staff and fabulous views. All of our Matinee Shows are
Jam Busters avoiding the rush hour traffic.
Every Tuesday is the popular Cockney Matinee. Our very entertaining Cockney
performer brings you an afternoon of warm-hearted entertainment with absolutely
no bad language that will have your folk dancing their back to the coach. The
afternoon includes a light basket meal with the dessert trolley coming round for
cash sales in the interval. The Cockney Matinees are available every Tuesday
in 2019 with no price increase from last year. Look out for our 2019 Christmas
Lunch Specials and our Christmas afternoons with a Mary Poppins tribute act.
On selected Wednesdays in 2019 we present The Strictly Tea Dance. Hosted
by a professional comic and impressionist and our professional dance couple
this memorable afternoon is part show and part traditional tea dance so it will
suit both your dancers and your non dancers alike. With savoury canapés
served on arrival and a classic Afternoon Tea served on tiered stands with
bone china tea cups in the interval, it’s an elegant and entertaining afternoon
of fun. You don’t have to be a dancer to enjoy this delightful afternoon.
New Shows for 2019 at the Tereza Joanne in the Royal Docks include:
Don’t Panic! a tribute to the Home Guard that mixes music with comedy,
magic and sing-a-long-flag waving fun with your favourite characters.
Flanders & Swann & The Masters of the Comic Song.
Exemplary musicianship and warm hearted humour meet in this
celebration of a very British art form. With canapés and afternoon tea.
The ‘Allo ‘Allo Lunch Show: Listen very carefully .... a three course
lunch with coffee and high jinks with up to 9 much-loved characters.
A Brief History of Jazz - a sublime afternoon with the Paul Higgs Quartet.

Find Out More...
Call 0208 692 1133
Email info@cityandvillagetours.com
Or visit www.cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Ask about the
Christmas Specials

Proper Cockney Entertainment
Starring Gordon Bennett - a one man
Cockney entertainer - Chas & Dave
meets Max Bygraves with a dash of Max Miller.
Keyboard, Ukulele & the Cockney Spoons
with Sing-a-Longs, Comedy and Dancing.
A Right Old Cockney Knees Up
Includes Chicken & Chips
or Goujons of Fish & Chips in a Basket

Reasonably priced bar
Level access & wheelchair accessible loo
Free coach parking & outside the ULEZ
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The Cockney Matinee

A Delightful Party Afternoon with No Bad Language at all
The venue in London’s Royal Docks has spectacular views
across the water to the City skyline. Groups sit at reserved
banqueting tables, all with great sightlines, around the
generous dance floor. This is a Jam Buster - groups arrive
for lunch at midday and dance their way back to the coach
at 3.30pm missing the rush hour at both ends of the day.
It takes place every Tuesday and costs £25 per person.
MD Gyll King loves Gordon Bennett’s beautifully crafted
shows, attending every Tuesday that she can. Gyll says:
“It’s the absolute highlight of my week, I love it. When I look
round the audience as well as all the laughter I see that particular
smile on people’s faces, the wonderfully contented one that
says that right here, right now everything is right with the world”.

Gordon Bennett has entertaining in his blood. His Cockney
granddad was an accomplished violinist and his Gran played
piano for the silent movies at a Tottenham picture palace and
performed at The Hackney Empire - the London Palladium
of the Cockney world. As a young man Gordon followed in
his gran’s footsteps playing theatre organs, skills that shine
through when you see him tinkling the ivories. Gordon Bennett
(yes that is his real name!!) is, without a shadow of a doubt,
the best solo Cockney entertainer working in the UK today
and he’s loving his residency at the Tereza Joanne. Some
groups have been back two or three times.

We invite your group to arrive for midday. If you are coming
from the South you could add the fun of coming across the
Thames on the Woolwich Ferry. The Tereza Joanne is just a
couple of minutes from the Ferry and the Brick Lane Musical
Hall. If you arrive early it’s not a problem, there’s free coach
parking and you can all come inside for a cuppa or drink from
the bar. The prices are very reasonable - you won’t break the
bank here. You can go up on the huge top deck and enjoy the
view. Oh didn’t I say? The Tereza Joanne is a massive crane
barge boat permanently moored on the George V Dock.
Once inside, apart from the spectacular views over the water
to the City skyline, you soon forget it’s a boat. This is a lovely
big banqueting suite and you’re looked after by a friendly and
attentive crew. A lunch of chicken or goujons of fish & chips
in a basket is served before the first half of the show. In the
interval the dessert trolley comes round for cash sales. The
second half of the show builds beautifully to a flag waving,
dancing, Cockney strolling, Okey Cokey finale - because that
is exactly what it’s all about. Your folk will be dancing their way
back to the coach at 3.30pm to zip off ahead of the rush hour.
The minimum group size is 25 people with a free organiser
place if you bring 40 or more. We always feed your driver and
don’t forget there is free, safe parking. Please note this event
is organised by and can only be booked through City & Village
Tours. Every Tuesday - £25 per person including main course.
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The Strictly Tea Dance

Part Show, Part Traditional Tea Dance, 100% Fun
City & Village Tours presents The Strictly Tea Dance on Wednesdays
throughout the year in London’s Royal Docks in the East End.

Hosted by comic and impressionist Chris Wheeler and our professional
ballroom and Latin dance couple join us for a memorable afternoon that
combines demonstration dances, participation dance fun and games as
well as plenty of traditional tea dance time.
Whether your folk want to sit back and watch our professional dance
couple or get up and dance there is something for everyone in this
gentle afternoon entertainment. Our talented host Chris brings a great
deal of laughter and the uncanny presence of some favourite Strictly
presenters along with a few blasts from the past.
Arrive at midday at the Tereza Joanne in London’s Royal Docks (a five
minute drive from the Brick Lane Music Hall). This is a huge white boat
permanently moored in the Royal Albert Dock. As you approach you
can tell it’s a boat but once you step aboard apart from the fantastic
views across the water to the Docklands & City skyline it is a beautiful
and spacious banqueting suite transformed for the afternoon into our
ballroom. There is level access and a wheelchair accessible loo.
From the moment you arrive the tea flows and to take the edge of your
journey your folk will be served some savoury canapés. There’s a fully
licensed bar where you can purchase the usual wines, beers and spirits
at reasonable prices without breaking the bank and you’re welcome
to warm up with a dance or two before the show starts at 12.45pm.
Our Master of Ceremonies, the immaculate Chris Wheeler will soon
break the ice ready for a wonderful afternoon with his warm hearted
comedy and gently reverential impressions of Strictly favourites.

Then our professional dance couple make their entrance. Sit back to
enjoy the spectacle of ballroom dancing at its best. During the afternoon
our dancers will present a number of demonstration dances, offer some
professional tips and share some style and technique secrets. They will
invite your folk to take to the floor and showcase their own skills - or
lack of them! Folk can dance with the professionals and remember that
the name of our game today is fun. We aim to infuse your folk with the
feel good factor and send them home whistling. Just take a look at the
smiles in these photographs from past Strictly Tea Dances.
The show is in two halves of one hour. At the end of Act One at 2.00pm
we will serve our impressive afternoon tea and your members are once
more invited to take to the floor throughout the 45 minute interval for
some traditional tea dancing fun.
For Act Two we go Latin! Our professional dance couple sweep once
more on to the floor with a spectacular demonstration dance followed by
more fun and games with members of the audience invited to take to the
floor. Throughout the afternoon Master of Ceremonies Chris Wheeler
moves everything along at a nice clip and the tea continues to flow.
Your folk will love the exciting finale - whether they get up and join us or
watch the action this is a beautifully produced warm hearted afternoon
of beauty and laughter that your members will be thrilled with.
You can join us for the Strictly Tea Dance Wednesdays throughout
2019. Tickets include canapés followed by an impressive afternoon
tea of sandwiches, cakes and scones and unlimited tea and coffee.
There’s ample free coach parking on site and disabled access including
wheelchair accessible toilets. Tickets are £35pp.Group minimum is 25.

City & Village Tours
PRESENTS

The Strictly Tea Dance
WEDNESDAYS AT THE TEREZA JOANNE
in the Royal Docks in London’s East End

Hosted by Chris Wheeler
Comedian & Impressionist
with a Professional Ballroom
& Latin Dance Couple

Part show, part get up & dance, 100% fun
£35pp Includes canapés & afternoon tea

Available on selected dates from July 2019 join us
for lunch at the Tereza Joanne in London’s Royal Docks
and enjoy an afternoon of top quality entertainment with
one of the country’s top jazz quartets.
Paul Higgs’ delightful musical tour of the history of jazz,
playing hits by the legendary greats including Bix, Louis,
Dizzy, Chet and Miles, takes you through the styles of New
Orleans, swing and bebop, through cool jazz, modal and Latin
and right up to contemporary jazz. Ace trumpeter Paul Higgs
plays with a sublime tone and breathtaking technique.
He has performed with Johnny Dankworth, Lulu, Tony Hatch,
Peggy Lee, John Williams and Nancy Wilson. Playing with
Paul are the outstanding trio Chris Ingham (piano), George
Double (drums), and Jerome Davies (bass). Paul’s warm and
entertaining commentary enhances these classics, creating
a truly memorable show.
A Brief History of Jazz is staged at the Tereza Joanne
in London’s Royal Docks (5 minutes from the Brick Lane
Musical Hall) noon to 3.30pm and includes a two-course
lunch with coffee.
This is a marvellous venue with free coach parking
on site, level access and reasonably priced bar drinks.
Available selected dates July 2019 to April 2020.
£39pp Minimum 30 people.

Bookings & Enquiries 0208 692 1133
I’ve never been sure if I’m a bigger fan of Paul’s trumpet playing
or his marvellous composing talents as they’re both monumental!
Paul Higgs is a world-class composer and trumpet player.”
Digby Fairweather: BBC presenter (Radio 2 and 3),
and jazz trumpeter

106

Flanders and Swann
& the Masters of the Comic Song
Our affectionate tribute to the
genius of Flanders & Swann will
delight you with all the favourites
from The Gnu and The Gas Man
Cometh to the Hippopotamus
Song (Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud).
It’s nostalgic and erudite fun.

Singer John Knowles & Paul Higgs
on keys also tip their hats to other
virtuosos of the comic song with
John confessing that he has waited over thirty years for an excuse
to sing “beat me on the bottom
with the Woman’s Weekly”.

£39pp (min 30)
with Canapés
& Afternoon Tea
Noon to 3.30pm
The Tereza Joanne
London E16 2QY

The Gas Man Cometh!
Group & Table Bookings
Call 0208 692 1133

from July 2019
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Rene & Edith – The Lunch Show
Rene & Edith invite you to enjoy
a three course meal with them at
Le Tereza Joanne in L’ East End.
Established in 1997 Laughlines®
is the UK’s longest running and
leading brand of comedy dinner
shows, working with only the best
card-carrying professional actors
so you are guaranteed the highest
quality performances. This is a
City & Village Tours private event there are no tickets on sale to the
public so there is no risk of you being
drowned out by a heavy drinking stag
do or rowdy office party. If there is
another group at the Rene & Edith
Lunch Show they will be like minded
folk – Probus, U3A, WI. etc
Add to that some fine dining with
Chef Adrian’s three-course French
menu and you’re in for a lovely time.
Potage Parmentier (soup)
Chicken Confit on a bed of mash
Tarte au Citron
Tea & Coffee
The meal is gluten free and there is a
vegetarian option when pre-ordered.
Aim to arrive at midday (dressed
up for 1940s France if you want)
ready for a fun afternoon with

Rene & Edith who are joined by
Yvette, Lt Gruber and Herr Flick.
This is a laugh out loud comedy
dining experience with some
sensational singing from Yvette.
The critically acclaimed Laughlines
cast have perfected the character’s
mannerisms to a tee and use a high
energy mix of improvisation, songs
and perfect comedy timing to deliver
a fast paced and delicious afternoon of
unforgettable nostalgic entertainment.
The cast of four will be working with
wireless microphones so you won’t
miss a word.

The afternoon comes to a close at
3.30pm so that you can leave
London ahead of the rush hour.
The venue is five minutes from the
Brick Lane Musical Hall, outside the
new ULEZ area. This is an absolute
hoot of an afternoon with free coach
parking, a meal for your driver and
bar prices that won’t break the bank
Booking now for selected Wednesdays
& Thursdays in September, October
and November 2019.
3-course dinner with coffee and
the Rene & Edith Lunch Show.
£45pp Minimum 35 people

Infamy.. Infamy..
They’ve all got it in for me!
The year: 87 BC. The place: Rome.
And there’s a right Carry On up the
forum... Tiberius Deadius, Rome’s
foremost Gladiator, has just been
found slain. Titter ye not.
We invite you to play detective
and solve one of the greatest
mysteries of the Ancient World
in this classic comedy Murder
Mystery Challenge.
Revenge, betrayal, bloody death
and a nice three course lunch
with coffee! Tiberius Deadius
is a perfect mix of light hearted
hilarity with twists and turns
to get the grey matter whirring.
The cast of professional costumed
actors are first class and will be
using wireless microphones so
you’ll not miss a word.

Lunch Menu
Soupus
Roast Beefus
Apple Pious
Coffee/Teaus
Vegetarian & Dietary Requirements
Can Be Catered for by Pre-Order
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A little enclave of Ancient Rome has
been transported to London’s Royal
Docks. Arrive at the Tereza Joanne
at 11.45am. Seating is at round tables
for up to nine people. You provide
your table plan so folk sit with the
people they are going to play with.
At midday the cast appear and
the action begins with a 10 minute
murder mystery performance.
Then we serve your starter.
The tables are cleared and there
is a 25 minute murder mystery
performance. As the plot thickens
the main course is served.
During lunch the cast will rotate
around the tables so that you can
cross-examine them. Pens, paper
and interrogation documents
are all supplied. Bring your wits!

The tables are cleared and there
is a 15 minute performance.
At 2.30pm dessert and coffee
are served while you deliberate.
Play in pairs or groups but when
it comes to delivering your verdict
the table becomes the jury!
You might know who is guilty,
but what do the rest of the jury
think? Can you persuade them?
At 3.00pm the cast reveal the
murderer and the winners are
presented with certificates.
At 3.30pm you’ll set off home ahead
of the rush hour. The venue is five
minutes from the Brick Lane Musical
Hall, outside the new ULEZ area.
There is free coach and car parking,
a meal for your driver and bar prices
that won’t break the bank
Tiberius Deadius is booking now for
selected Wednesdays & Thursdays
in Sept, Oct and Nov 2019 and Jan,
Feb & March 2020.
3-course lunch with coffee and
Murder Mystery Show is £45pp.
Minimum 35 people. Smaller groups
and table bookings may be possible.
Bookings & Enquiries 0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com

Calling all groups who enjoy a lunch and a bit
of a laugh here is something a little bit different.
Our very own antique hunting game is based
in a selection of attractive English towns and
cities. The Finders Keepers day begins at
10.30am with morning coffee and biscuits
during which a celebrity antiques expert joins
you for a team briefing and some top tips.
Best known from popular television programmes
including Secret Dealers, Bargain Hunt and
David Dickinson’s Real Deal, our antiques experts
are great fun. Each person will be given a crisp ten
pound note and can opt to play the game solo or
team up with as many people as they choose and
pool their money. All Finders Keepers locations
have an antiques mall with multiple traders and/or
a mix of High Street antique, junk and bric-a-brac
shops within a stone’s throw of the pub. It may well
look easy enough on the telly but how well will your
team do under pressure?
You’ll gather again for a leisurely two course lunch.
After lunch and over coffee, the celebrity antiques
expert returns for an entertaining evaluation of
your finds. If none of your members has managed
to discover a priceless Ming vase the winner or
winners will be chosen for the most unusual object,
the most aesthetically pleasing junk or the find with
the best potential profit.
And the winning individual or team? Well apart
from the obvious Kudos there’s a Finders Keepers
trophy and everybody gets to take their own finds
home - Finders Keepers see! You’ll be ready to
head for home by 3.30pm to avoid the rush hour.

The Experts

Alison Chapman - the honey with the money,
Kent Business Woman of the Year & jewellery
specialist, Alison is based on the Kent coast in
the Cinque Port of Hythe.
James Layte was brought up in Cornwall and
moved to Norwich to read Art History in the 1970s.
He has lived and worked in Norfolk ever since,
as an art and antique dealer.
Karen Dalmeny - A Real Deal & Secret
Dealers regular with the gift of the gab
Jo Brayshaw Based in Northumberland,
Jo is a favourite on Dickinson’s Real Deal
Michael Hogben – celebrity auctioneer
with appearances on Bargain Hunt and
his own series Auction Man.

The Locations

The Cinque Port of Hythe in Kent.
Winchester, Andover and Portsmouth
in Hampshire.
Sandown Park and Guildford in Surrey.
Salisbury and Marlborough in Wiltshire.
Oxford & Wallingford in Oxfordshire.
Norwich & Kings Lynn in Norfolk.
Corbridge, Morpeth, Alnwick and
Newcastle in Northumberland.
You can arrive by coach, car or public
transport. The pubs are within short
compass of the antiques malls and
shops so there’s not a great deal of
walking involved.

GREAT FUN
FINDERS KEEPERS
AN ANTIQUES
CHALLENGE
Adults & Seniors: £49

Includes:
•
•
•
•

Morning coffee & biscuits,
Two-course lunch with coffee
A crisp tenner per person
Two celebrity appearances

Availability varies according
to location.

Call 0208 692 1133
to get the ball rolling.
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how to
book
We’ve always believed that there is a
special place in Heaven for people who
give freely of their time to organise trips
for their groups. So the least we can do
is make booking your trips with us as
simple and stress free as possible.
Our flexible booking terms help protect
you against losing group money paid as
deposits and we refund every penny we
can for members who aren’t able to take
their place on a trip come the day.
And, for your peace of mind, when you
book a SleepOver with us we provide
you with free Group Travel Organiser
Liability Insurance.

Minimum Numbers Day Trips
The day trip minimum is 30 people with
the 40th place on each tour given as a
complimentary organiser place. If you
fall below 30 people for a day trip you
can still go ahead with the booking if
you are prepared to pay for the empty
places net of admissions, lunches etc.

Minimum Numbers SleepOvers
Minimum number for SleepOvers is 25
people and this always includes two free
places, one for the group organiser
including all admissions, boat and train
fares, day trip lunches and tours etc and
one for your coach driver including bed
and board and overnight parking.

Min Numbers Matinee Shows
Prices given in this brochure for West
End Musicals with supper are based
on a minimum of 25 people.
The minimum number for our matinee
shows at The Tereza Joanne starts from
25 people - please check each show.
Smaller groups may be welcome to join
an afternoon if we already have a coach
party booked in, so it’s worth asking.

The Walking Content of Your
Day Trip or SleepOver
All day trips are rated on a 1-6 scale
where each unit represents 400 metres
(440 yards) - once around an Olympic
running track. For SleepOvers we will
always tailor the included sightseeing
itineraries to suit your members.
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Day One: Call To Make A
Provisional Reservation
Call us to book your day trip. We will hold
a booking without deposit for two weeks
while you book a single deck coach with a
working microphone and a reserved front
seat for the tour guide. Give your coach
operator the tour mileage shown in the
coach symbol on each tour description
for the most competitive quote.

Day Fourteen : Pay The
Refundable Deposit of £25
After 14 days, in order for us to continue
to hold your booking safe while you sign
up group members, we require a deposit
of £25.00. The deposit is refundable in
full right up to seven days before the trip.
One or two trips have a 14 or 30 day
cancellation period – we’ll make this
clear on your booking confirmation.

Between Thirty & Seven
Days Before Your Trip
Your booking confirmation shows the
date that the final balance is due. This will
be between 30 and 7 days before the date
of the trip. If you do not pay by this time
we reserve the right to cancel your outing
but we’ll always call you to make sure it
isn’t an oversight. Remember the 40th
place on day trips is always a free place.

Seven Days before Your Trip
On receipt of the balance of payment
we’ll write to your coach company with
the driver itinerary. We’ll send you a copy
of this document. This includes the guide’s
mobile telephone number for use on
the day of the trip only please. Your tour
guide won’t be carrying the paperwork
for your trip until the day so any queries
should still be directed to the office on
0208 692 1133.

Day Trip Refunds
As long the group on the day does not
fall below the minimum of 30 we will
refund the individual tour price less any
admissions for which we are unable to
obtain a refund. We deduct a one off
administrative fee of £5.00 per refund
whether it is for one or more people.
Please note that from 1 October 2019
all refunds will be held as credits that
can be redeemed against future trips
within 12 months. There is no admin
fee to redeem a refund credit.
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Day One: Initial Reservation
Reserve a SleepOver with a £100 group
deposit which is refundable in full right
up to 120 days before the departure date.
Book your own coach or ask us to book
your favourite coach company and driver
to bring every penny of your member’s
money under the one umbrella of our
100% Passenger Payment Protection and
you’ll benefit from additional free places.
Once you’ve paid the £100 deposit we’ll
make 4-page colour mini-brochures for
your members describing the trip in detail
with information about the hotel and day
trips and lots of lovely photographs.

120 Days: Individual Deposits
120 days before the trip if you do not
wish to proceed your deposit will be
refunded in full. To go ahead we’ll now
ask for individual deposits of £50pp
for SleepOvers up to £300pp in value or
£100pp for a SleepOver over £300pp.
If any individual cancels from now up
to 60 days before the holiday when the
balance falls due, we will refund their
deposit less an admin charge of £5pp so
long as 25 people remain on the booking.

60 Days Before Departure:
Paying the balance
The final balance is due 60 days before
the starting date of the tour. Late comers
are welcome after this time subject to
availability and receipt of payment in full.

59-8 Days Before Departure:
Cancellations
Some refunds may be available and are
limited to admission fees, boat and train
fares and day trip lunches. Theatre ticket
refunds can be made up until 42 days
before the performance date.

Less Than 7 Days Before
Departure Date
No refunds are available.

Rooming Lists & Final Names
The rooming list is required with final
payment but names and tour payments
are transferable between individuals
right up to the date of departure subject
to an admin fee of £25 per amendment.
For SleepOvers booked less than 120 days
before departure date individual deposits
will be required at the time of booking.
For SleepOvers booked less than 60 days
before the departure date full payment
will be required at the time of booking.

info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

West End Theatre

Our Matinee Shows

Day One: Reserve Your tickets

Day One: Book The Show

Call us to reserve your West End
matinee theatre tickets. All tickets
are top price - choose stall, dress
circle or a mix of both. Pay a £100
deposit, which is 100% refundable
right up to 4 weeks out. We can hold
your musical matinee tickets until
four weeks before the show at which
point you pay for how many you want.

Call us on 0208 692 1133 to book a
date for your group. We require a £100
group deposit which is refundable in full
right up until one month out.

Four Weeks Before The Show

No tickets are issued but all seating is
reserved at round tables seating up to
9 people. Let us know if you would like
to provide table plans. We will write to
your coach company one week before
the event with clear instructions. There
is free coach and car parking and a free
driver meal is provided.

Once you’ve paid we send your tickets
by post so there’s no queuing at the
box office. We will also send nice clear
instructions for you and your coach
company. Please note that this offer
applies to selected West End musical
matinees only and there are a couple
of shows where the payment will be
required eight weeks out.

Four Weeks Before The Show
Full payment will be required four weeks
before the show. We may be able to add
to your ticket allocation after this time.

100% Passenger Payment Protection
ABTA approved
City & Village Tours is a company trading since
1988. We are committed to customer satisfaction
and consumer financial protection. At no extra
cost to you and in accordance with The Package
Travel, Package Tours Regulations 1992 all
passengers booking holidays with City & Village
Tours are fully insured for the initial deposits and
subsequently the balance of monies detailed in
your written booking confirmation. The policy
also includes repatriation if required arising
from the cancellation or curtailment of your
travel arrangements due to the insolvency of
City & Village Tours Limited.

Free Group Travel Organiser
Liability Insurance for all SleepOvers
For your peace of mind free GTO Liability
Insurance for up to £5 million is included every
time you book a SleepOver or holiday package
with City & Village Tours. Ltd
Insurances are arranged by Towergate
Chapman Stevens

0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Day Trip Booking Terms & Conditions
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

All descriptions of tours included in this brochure are correct
at the time of publication but we reserve the right to alter any
tour description should this prove necessary, for example if a
museum or attraction changes its plans.
We make every attempt to operate tours as described in this
brochure. Occasionally it is may be necessary to alter the
order and/or content of the itinerary.
In the event of the closure of an attraction or the suspension
of a train or boat service on the day of your visit, we will make
every effort to arrange an alternative visit. Where admission
charges or fares have been included in your tour price, all such
monies will be refunded in full or used to pay for an alternative
visit subject to the full agreement of the group leader.
City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for any
changes to the itinerary resulting from the late arrival of a
coach. If as a consequence of such the itinerary has to be
shortened, no refunds will be made. If the late arrival of a
coach makes it impractical or impossible to visit a scheduled
attraction or partake in a train ride or boat cruise etc we
will make a full refund of that part of the tour payment if we
ourselves are able to obtain a refund.
City & Village Tours Limited will not be held liable for
changes to or omissions from an itinerary resulting from
the breakdown of a coach, boat, British Airways i360, the
Thames Cable Car or a train etc.
The coach hired by the customer must have one deck only and
have a microphone and public address system in good working
order. There must be a reserved front seat for the guide. If any
of these conditions are not met we reserve the right to refuse
commentary on the coach. No refunds will be made.
All prices are based on known costs at time of publication
and are valid to 31 March 2020 unless otherwise stated.
We reserve the right to alter prices where necessary.
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If you have a complaint, please advise our guide immediately.
If the matter cannot be put right at the time you must notify
us in writing within 14 days. City & Village Tours Limited books
food and drink stops on your behalf. Complaints regarding
such stops must be notified to the venue management at the
time of the incident. City & Village Tours Limited cannot accept
any liability for complaints arising from food or drink stops, if
they have not been raised with the venue at the time of your
visit to afford an opportunity to put matters right.
9. Prices in this brochure are inclusive of VAT charged under
the Tour Operators’ Margin Scheme
10. The prices in this brochure are based on a minimum of 30
people per booking/tour guide unless otherwise stated. If you
have fewer than 30 people in your group you will still have to
pay for a minimum of 30 people. The maximum group size is
57 people per tour guide. Single deck coaches only please a non-negotiable supplement of £6.00 per person is levied if
you arrive in a double deck coach or with more than 57 people.
This charge must be paid before the tour can commence.
11. When booking theatre tickets, you will be sent a voucher
to be exchanged at the theatre box office on the day of the
performance for your tickets. It is your responsibility to
arrive in good time to collect tickets. No refunds will be given
for missed performances, either due to the late arrival of
the customer or for any other reason. Theatre address and
performance times will be printed on your voucher.
8.

All prices for day trips & SleepOvers include VAT charged under
the Tour Operators Margin Scheme. All prices in this brochure
are valid until 31 March 2020 unless otherwise stated.
Where a SleepOver price is given with coach included we
assume travel from home to hotel not in excess of 250 miles.

www.cityandvillagetours.com info@cityandvillagetours.com

0208 692 1133

SleepOver Booking Terms & Conditions
To save you reaching for your magnifying glass, these are abridged
Terms & Conditions. Full SleepOver Booking Terms and Conditions
will be supplied upon enquiry and are also available on our website.

100% Passenger Payment Protection
City & Village Tours is a company trading since 1988. We are
committed to customer satisfaction and consumer financial
protection. At no extra cost to you and in accordance with The
Package Travel, Package Tours Regulations 1992 all passengers
booking holidays with City & Village Tours are fully insured for the
initial deposits and subsequently the balance of monies detailed in
your booking confirmation. The policy also includes repatriation if
required arising from the cancellation or curtailment of your travel
arrangements due to the insolvency of City & Village Tours Limited.
This insurance has been arranged by Towergate Chapman Stevens.
through Zurich Insurance PLC.
Group Travel Organisers Liability
Every group organiser booking a SleepOver holiday package
with City & Village Tours Ltd benefits from free Group Travel
Organisers Liability insurance arranged by Towergate Chapman
Stevens through ETI International Travel Protection which
indemnifies the person who is identified to City & Village Tours Ltd
as the Group Travel Organiser who arranged the SleepOver holiday
and is responsible for its administration and operation directly with
City & Village Tours Ltd. A full copy of the terms and conditions of
this insurance cover will be provided upon booking.
Booking Deposits & Holiday Payments
1. Group Reservation Deposit: If you book more than 120 days
before the departure date you can make an initial group
reservation with a £100 deposit which will remain refundable in
full until 120 days before the departure date. If you do not wish
to proceed with the booking please inform us in writing and your
initial group reservation deposit will be refunded in full.
2. 120 Days Before Departure - Payment of Individual Deposits:
120 days before the departure date to proceed with the booking
we ask for one completed booking form and deposits of £50 per
person for SleepOvers up to £300 per person in value and £100
per person for SleepOvers over £300 per person. If any individual
cancels between now and 60 days before the holiday when the
balance falls due we will refund the deposit less an admin charge
of £5pp so long as 25 people remain on the booking.
3. 60 Days Before Departure - Paying the balance: The final
balance for each participant is due no later than 60 days before the
starting date of the tour. Late comers are welcome after this time
subject to availability and receipt of payment in full. Bookings made
less than 60 days before departure date are welcome subject to
availability and the full payment is payable at the time of booking.
4. 59-8 Days Before Departure - Cancellations
Some refunds within this period may be available and are limited
to admission fees, boat and train fares and day trip lunches. No
theatre tickets can be refunded less than 42 days before the date.
5. Cancellations less Than 7 Days Before Departure Date:
No refunds are available.
Rooming Lists & Final Names
The rooming list will be required with final payment but names and
tour payments are transferable between individuals right up to the
date of departure subject to an admin fee of £25 per amendment.
How You Can Pay For Your SleepOver
We will accept payment by cheque, credit card and debit card.
Payments by credit card will be subject to a charge of 3%. There is
no charge for payment by debit card, cheque or for BACS payment.
SleepOver Pricing Policy
We reserve the right to increase or decrease prices that are listed
in our brochures, mini-brochures, website or in any other
marketing materials due to error or an increase in costs, including,
but not limited to, transportation costs, fuel surcharges, admission
fees, boat and train fares, theatre ticketing etc. We agree to absorb
any increases in prices equivalent to 2% of the SleepOver price.
Should it become necessary to apply a surcharge to the cost of your
holiday we will notify you in writing no less than 30 days before
the departure date. Should the surcharge exceed 10% of the value
of your SleepOver you will have up to 14 days from the issue of the
surcharge to cancel your SleepOver and receive a full refund.
Should an increase in our costs occur within 30 days of the

0208 692 1133

info@cityandvillagetours.com

departure date we undertake to absorb the full cost of such an
increase and in return for this undertaking we make clear that no
refunds will be made in the event of a decrease in costs at anytime
before or during your SleepOver.
Complaints: The client is obliged to make the issue known to the
supplier and/or guide immediately. If the matter cannot be put right
at the time you must contact City & Village Tours on the office
number or the emergency contact number supplied with your final
confirmation immediately or within one hour so that we have an
opportunity to resolve the matter for you. Any further complaints
after the tour has finished need to be submitted in writing to City
& Village Tours within 72 hours of the tours completion in order for
them to be addressed. Suppliers may not consider issues not raised
at the time of the tour.
Insurance: Personal holiday insurance is not a requirement of
booking a UK SleepOver with us and is left to individual discretion,
arrangement and cost. We can, upon request, provide you with
information about companies offering an insurance policy to cover
the cost of cancellation by group members or the cost of assistance,
including emergency repatriation, in the event of illness which the
consumer may, if he wishes, take out in respect of the risk of those
costs being incurred.
Overnight Coach Parking: Will be booked by City & Village Tours
and is included in the tour package and details will be passed onto
your coach driver. This may not be on site and it is your coach driver’s
responsibility to make his own way to and from the coach park
or parking are and cover costs accordingly.
Food & Beverages Not Included: Any extras such as food and
beverages not described as included in your holiday will need to
be paid for by the customer at the time of consumption.
Alterations and Cancellations by us:
Occasionally we may have to make minor changes to your holiday
arrangements. Sometimes it may be necessary to make a significant
change. We deem significant as (but not limited to) a change of
accommodation to that of a lower category, a change in hotel
location more than 50 miles from the original location, a change in
outward departure time of more than12 hours or an increase in
price of more than 10%. If we have to make a significant change to
your holiday we’ll notify you as soon as possible. If there’s time to do
so before departure you will be given the following options:
• Accepting the changed arrangements
• Taking a suitable alternative holiday (if available)
• Receiving a full refund of all monies paid to us.

Should the new holiday be more expensive than your original one
there will be no extra charge. Should the substitute holiday be of a
lower value the price difference will be refunded. Our liability for
significant changes is limited to the above and we are unable to offer
any expenses, costs or losses you may incur as a result of a
cancellation but we will offer compensation of 5% of the tour price.
No compensation is payable for minor changes or where we cancel
or make a significant change before the date the balance of your
holiday cost is due or for reasons beyond our control (Force
Majeure). Minor changes such as an adjustment in timings for a
day trip do not entitle you to cancel or change to another holiday
without paying our normal cancellation charges.
If You Wish To Change Your Booking you must request the change
in writing as soon as possible. We cannot guarantee that such
requests will be met and an amendment fee of £25 per person may
be levied as well as any costs incurred by ourselves or our suppliers.
Force Majeure: We cannot be held responsible for any problems
encountered on the tour as a result of Force Majeure, including, but
not limited to: war, terrorism, epidemic, government order, weather
issues, disaster, strike, civil disorder, problems with transport
facilities or any other issue which may make it illegal or unsafe to
provide the tours described. We are unable to make any refunds,
pay compensation or meet any costs or expenses you might incur
as a result of an ‘Force Majeure’.
Jurisdiction: All contracts shall be governed and construed in
accordance with the laws of England and Wales and the sole
jurisdiction of the English Courts. City & Village Tours is registered
in England: Company Number 4369991. Registered Office:
California Building, Deals Gateway, London, SE13 7SB

www.cityandvillagetours.com
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Lunch & Show at the Tereza Joanne
In the London Royal Docks
See page 106
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